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What’s Your Favorite Number? 



Why  

Debate?  



Why  

Debate?  

And more importantly, why debate in math class? 



Students who are involved in discussions in which they 

justify solutions - especially in the face of disagreement 

- will gain better mathematical understanding as they 

work to convince their peers about differing points of 

view (Hatano and Inaki 1991).  

 

-NCTM Principles and Standards for School Mathematics 



Algebra 1: Substitution vs. Elimination Debate  

February, 2017 









Developing Student Communication Skills 

   



Debate Formats and Protocols  

 

 

 

Round Robin Debate 

Debate Pools 

Corners Debate 

Informal Debate 

Formal Debate 

Snake Debate 

 

 

 



Reflection and Assessment 



   What to debate? 



What to debate? 



Resources 

This presentation http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016  

Inside Mathematics Problem of the Month 

Scaffold considering both options Sentence Starters 

Which One Doesn't Belong (www.wodb.ca) 

Would You Rather? (www.wouldyourathermath.com) 

Debates Scoresheet http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016scorecard 

Debate Topics Spreadsheet http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016topics 

NCTM Principles and Standards for School Mathematics 

 

 

http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/problems-of-the-month/pick a pocket.pdf
http://www.insidemathematics.org/assets/problems-of-the-month/pick a pocket.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PP0V4X83TpkVbCoH4ZJm1-djIwPidtV0u9V2vdxQ744/edit
http://wodb.ca/
http://www.wouldyourathermath.com/
http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016scorecard
http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016scorecard
http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016topics
http://bit.ly/cmcdebate2016topics
http://www.nctm.org/standards/
http://www.nctm.org/standards/
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