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A Crisis in the Making: Gaza’s Next Generation under Assault
The children of Gaza will decide its future – and the region’s

· Children make up more than half (56%) of Gaza’s population. Every other person in Gaza is a child.

http://www.savethechildren.org/emergencies/middle-east-crisis/gaza-conlfict/gaza-emergency-factsheet.html
http://news.theage.com.au/world/children-make-up-third-of-gaza-dead-20090108-7c5h.html
· The average age of Gazan residents is 17.2 years; some estimates have put the median age at 15.3.
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/spip/spip.php?article6
Gazan children already have been disproportionately affected by the Israeli siege
· At least 431 Palestinian children (and no Israeli children) were killed during the Dec. 27-Jan. 18 Israeli assault on the Gaza Strip. http://www.ochaopt.org/gazacrisis/admin/output/files/ocha_opt_gaza_humanitarian_situation_report_2009_02_02_english.pdf
· 1,872 were wounded. 

http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article10383.shtml
· An estimated 1,346 Gazan children were left without one or more of their parents as a result of the Israeli assault.  (About 1,300 lost the main wage earner and 6 lost both.) 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=83728
· More than 71,000 people have been displaced from their homes, including children.

http://www.savethechildren.org/emergencies/middle-east-crisis/gaza-conlfict/gaza-emergency-factsheet.html
· At the end of February, an assessment by the UN Relief & Works Agency (UNRWA) found that 2,350 families need to have their homes completely rebuilt, and 10,500 need repairs. However, Israel has prohibited the import of all building supplies.
http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article10383.shtml
· While schools are open, repairs cannot be made to the estimated 240 schools and kindergartens that were damaged.
http://www.savethechildren.org/emergencies/middle-east-crisis/gaza-conlfict/gaza-emergency-factsheet.html
Due to severe damage to six Palestinian Authority schools in northern Gaza, 4,711 students were relocated to seven other PA schools, leading to overcrowding and double shifts. Prior to the Israeli assault, 151 schools out of 351 were already working in double shifts to due restrictions imposed on construction materials. Concrete, cement and other construction materials have not been allowed into Gaza since Nov. 5.

http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article10383.shtml
According to John Ging, toys are not allowed into Gaza by the Israelis because some contain lead. Anne Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF, cited an example in March when 57 boxes of children’s toys were turned back because they are not considered a “humanitarian priority.”

http://electronicintifada.net/v2/article10383.shtml
50,000 children Gazan children (one in three) are malnourished, which stunts long-term physical and mental development. About half of children under age two are anaemic and 70 per cent have vitamin A deficiency.

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/oPt.html
http://www.worldvision.org/content.nsf/learn/globalissues-jerusalem
55 percent of Gazan youth under the age of 17 report that they are “extremely” depressed. 

http://www.undp.ps/en/newsroom/pressreleasespdf/2009/11.pdf
There are only five clinical psychiatrists in Gaza trained to international standards and no clinical psychologists. 
http://www.mecaforpeace.org/article.php?id=435
Potential Partners in Gaza
Defense for Children International – Palestine Section

http://www.dci-pal.org/english/display.cfm?DocId=698&CategoryId=16
UNICEF

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/oPt.html
Middle East Children’s Alliance

http://www.mecaforpeace.org/article.php?list=type&type=17
Save the Children

http://www.savethechildren.org/emergencies/middle-east-crisis/gaza-children-in-crisis.html
World Vision

http://www.worldvision.org/content.nsf/learn/globalissues-jerusalem
United Palestinian Appeal

http://www.helpupa.com/
ANERA
http://www.anera.org/ANERA-Gaza_page.php
