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Not long after Christmas we learned about a Tennessee visit 

by Richard Raffan. Nettie and I traveled to Crossville, TN on May 22 to 

the Cumberland Woodturners’ hosting of Richard Raffan.  His 

demonstration from 9 AM to nearly 5 PM was very 

interesting and well worth the effort to get there. 

Richard, such a famous turner, was open and very 

easy to communicate with, and he answered all 

questions. 

The Cumberland club normally meets on Thursday nights in the large 

lakeside shop of one of its members. Even with multiple cameras, the smaller 

TV screen and folding chairs made me wish for the FAC. The wives fed us a wonderful hot lunch, 

which made the $40/person fee more reasonable. There were about forty attendees. 

Richard presented several techniques that will change my turning. He turned a scoop 

with a piece of wood that seemed TOO short. He held it in a 4-jaw 

chuck and then reversed it, held it on a jam chuck, and turned the 

handle from the tenon that was in the chuck. This is a great way 

of expanding wood use. He uses scrapers, a technique pooh-

poohed by so many pro turners. He stressed not to push the 

chisels into the wood, let the wood come to the tool. When 

making lidded boxes, turn the lid first. It is much easier to fit the box to the lid, than to fit the lid 

to the box. .  He likes to make the mating surface of boxes 

concave, not straight. His finish of choice, for objects of use, is 

beeswax...it can be refreshed by anyone. He also uses Mahoney’s 

walnut oil. Never come into the bottom of a bowl or box with a 

scraper flat. He introduced us to color coded sandpaper that is 

available only in Australia. It was refreshing to see someone that 

makes things to be used. 

In eight days we experienced the Lacer club demo, the 

Lacer class on Monday, a tour of John Hill’s collection, and ended 

the week with Raffan. Fun was had by both of us.  


