
One of the nice things about my neighborhood, 
which is semi-rural, is that at Christmas we visit each 
other and exchange hand-made gifts.  This year I 
plan on lathe-turned snowmen, small in size, some 
even could hang on a Christmas tree.  These little 
snowmen make nice decorations about the house 
in winter, somewhat like wood-turned mushrooms 
that some folks collect.

Figure #1 shows three such snowmen, which are on 
a shelf in the guest bathroom, above the necessary 
porcelain device invented by Englishman, Sir Thom-
as Crapper (b. 1836 - d. 1910).  You will notice that 

the center snowman, which might be taken as the 
big kid, seems to have no features.  Invariably, one 
or more guests will be puzzled at this, especially if 
said person is a standing male, facing this cabinet, 
and turns the center snowman around just to see if 
the face and buttons are on the other side.  This can 
happen by an observing female guest if she looks 
around to check the overall bathroom decor before 
undertaking the appropriate sitting posture.

Figure 2 shows what is revealed, which leads to 
some very curious guest behaviors later during their 
visit.  One such guest gave me a knowing look and 
wink; no words.  The wife of our pastor said NOTH-

ING, but later shot me some sideway glances from 
across the room, letting me know that my path to 
heaven was likely in some, perhaps serious, jeop-

ardy.  Of course, if she said something that would 
prove she had fiddled, uninvited, with my artistic 
artifact.  And, any critical comment would make 
her guilty of  judging another (Matthew 7:1), thus 
impeding her upward flow toward heaven.  How 
interesting that the craft of woodturning can lead 
to such deep theological issues.

All of this is to indicate the role and value of 3D 
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paint, as shown in Figure 3.  This paint can be 
added to, and project out in front of, the turning, 
like chunks of coal stuck into real snowmen. Black 
makes very interesting eyes and buttons, red is 
perfect for a carrot nose...or other natural append-
age as seen throwing its own shadow on the lower 
portion of the central figure of the three snowmen.  
“The devil made me do it.”

These 3D paints are low in cost.  I paid about $3.00 
per bottle at my local giant discount store, in the 
fabric-crafts section.

Making these snowmen out of scrap poplar or other 
light wood is excellent skew practice.  Since one is 
turning small pieces of wood, lathe speed of 700 or 
so is appropriate.  ALSO, a nice safety feature is an 
elastic chuck cuff.  See Fig. 4.  By lining up the seam 

with the hole for the chuck key, changing wood 
blanks is fast and easy.  Knuckles are appreciative of  
this convenience.  Source: www.leevalley.com 

Another factor, depending on one’s chuck of course, 
is that the small cross-section of the wood pieces 
can be chucked by using the INNER parts of the 
chuck’s jaws; see Fig. 5.  (You might observe that 
the chuck cuff is not in place; I hadn’t nicked my 
left knuckles yet, so had not been reminded of the 
need.)  

And, a Steb Center in the headstock will work nicely 
too.  There is just a bit more skill involved in finish-
ing off the snowman’s head at the tailstock, and in 
parting off the snowman.

Fig. 6 shows a snowman about completed, with a 
spindle gouge being used to “clean up” the top of 
the head.  In this case the inner jaws of the chuck 
held the snowman in place as the tailstock was 
backed off.

Figure 7 and 8 shows two different “Pinhead” snow-
men.  I turned these for Bill O’Reilly of Fox News TV 
fame.  As of this writing he does not know this; the 
pictures and a short email of explanation have been 
sent to Bill.  I have no idea if he will ever get them.  
We will see...

The pin on the left pinhead is a real pin from my 
wife’s sewing supplies. Half of the outer case of a 
Chinkapin Chestnut seed pod makes the multi-pin 
head for the pinhead on the right.  For the politi-



cally minded, pinheads make an ideal gift or dinner 
presentation piece.

Figure 8 shows 5 different Snowmen; the ruler is 6” 
long.

White 3D paint on the heads depicts snow.  The hat 
was turned separately and glued on...at an angle.  
One could do this with offset turning.

The artist could go further with acrylic paints to 
fully dress or otherwise outfit such figures.  One 
could also finish the pieces with spray lacquer, shel-
lac, etc., but I didn’t bother.  After all, the toy blocks I 
played with as a kid had no finish on them, and they 
took much more rugged treatment than is likely for 

these little figurines.

Yes, you could poke toothpicks or tiny twigs in the 
sides for arms, etc.  

The main thing is to let your imagination run wild, 
and try to match same with your woodturning skills.

Have fun!   JJ




