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After being snowbound for ten days on our NC mountaintop, our trip to central Florida was a 

warm and welcome change. The Florida Symposium is held at the Lake Yale Baptist Convention 

Center, Leesburg. The atmosphere there is much more relaxed than most local symposiums. 

You sleep there, eat three daily meals there, and learn there. You do not have to travel twice a 

day, pay to park, or worry about tipping waitresses. There is no banquet on Saturday evening; 

this lowers the cost a little. Our vehicle never moved once we were there. The featured turners 

were: Malcolm Tibbetts, Curt Theobold, Beth Ireland, and John Jordan. A person wanting to 

learn segmenting could have attended six different rotations. I attended a demo by Bruce 

Hoover (The Sanding Glove) that was very informative. 

Other members of CMW that attended included: Tom Demoretcky, Marti Royo, and John 

DeGelleke.  It was also a chance to renew friendships with Florida turners that make the trek to 

Greensboro. 

They gave away scholarships to Arrowmont, J.C. Campbell, AAW Symposium 25, and Craft 

Supplies, Utah. I shared some ambrosia maple from our auction ($2) that brought a lot of 

attention and $20 at their auction. It is interesting how firewood from one area becomes a 

prize a couple of states away. 

Several of the local vendors sell pieces of tropical woods that grow in S. FL We have gotten 

avocado, rosewood, camphor, citrus, and Norfolk Island pine. Ruth Niles and her bottle 

stoppers usually make it. However, we missed her lively humor this year. 

We were very concerned with getting my truck loaded with all of our bad weather. The 1200 

mile round trip was more than counter-balanced with temps on February 5 of 75°. On the trip 

down, we got sleeted on at lunch in Macon, GA. After nine symposiums in five states, the FWS 

remains one of our favorites. 


