
 

 

Having a Ball 2, 4, 6, 8, axis…. 

by John Stroud 
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…with Dale Larson at Ox Creek Community 

Center on March 20 was certainly fun if not 

inspirational, according to John Stroud, johns 

turnings of Morristown, Tennessee. “All I can say is 

we had fun, learned new skills, and made balls of 

different sizes to use as hollow forms and to decorate 

with all your imagination,” said John. Just another 

beautiful day in the mountains of North Carolina 

near Weaverville with good friends, wood lathes 

provided by the Carolina Mountain Woodturners. 

While we used popular for practice, burl is the preferred wood of choice since it does not have 

end grain and, as you will see in the final stage, it will be much easier and “eye appealing” for 

design. 

 

1. Turn a 5 inch square blank about 6 inches long into a cylinder 

2. True up the end  

3. Measure the diameter and mark so that the cylinder is as long as it is wide 

4. True up second end 

5. Mark center with a pencil 

6. True rough sphere 

7. Rotate 90 degrees 

8. Balance and true the cylinder again with a VERY light cut 

9. Rotate 90 degrees 

10. True the ball again 

11. Repeat until you are satisfied with the finished ball. 

 

The next step is to make a dowel that will fit in your headstock. 

This is to be used in a jam chuck to be able 

to knock the ball out of the jam chuck later. 

Make the dowel long enough to fit into your 

headstock and the jam chuck. Make one end 

of the dowel large enough so that it will not 

slide through the jam chuck. 

 

A jam chuck is then turned using wet wood 

to fit into the jaws of your chuck. Then the 

jam portion is hollowed with a hole bored 

through the middle for the dowel noted above. You will need to try different hollowing so that 

your ball will fit tightly into the jam chuck. As the last step in turning the jam chuck, make the 



 

 

portion of the jam chuck where the ball will be slightly smaller to 

allow a wee bit of “give” in the wood. 

 

Place the ball into the completed jam chuck and hollow the ball. 

Remember you will be making designs on the outside of the ball (if 

you desire) so leave enough wood on the ball to allow you to do this 

or less than º “ thickness. (You may want to leave the ball “solid” but 

this is a personal preference.  

 

After hollowing, place the ball in the jam chuck again and use 

the tools with which you feel most comfortable to make patterns 

on different places on the ball. Again, personal preference of the 

design you wish to put on the ball is preferred. In the class, we 

used a triangle tool and made small circles followed by larger 

and larger circles at different locations on the ball. You may 

wish to see Dale Larson’s work for examples. 

 

The day was fun and many thanks to 

Melissa, Bob, Tucker, and the CMW 

for making this opportunity 

available for members to improve 

their skills and make new friends. 

 

 
 


