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Carolina Mountain Woodturners have been blessed with some of the finest 
demonstrators in the world. Every month is an exciting new adventure as another 
top professional shares their knowledge and techniques with us. September was 
no exception!

Bihn Pho’s is an entertaining and informative teacher. He is also an excellent 
story teller with fascinating anecdotes. His life story has been well documented in 
his book “River of Destiny” written by Kevin Wallace. Space does not permit 
enough of the details of his fascinating journey from Vietnam to America but we 
do have a copy of his book in our Library. Check it out and be prepared to be 
awed by his life story. He also has two DVDs showing his work and techniques, 
copies of each are available in our library. His web site shows much of his work 
for you to enjoy at http://www.wondersofwood.net/

Bihn approached things a little differently from most instructors – he started with 
a wood turning demo and he took the mindset that we were all beginners! Both 
worked well as we all like to see chips fly early on and the slow, deliberate 
presentation on proper tool positions was refreshing. We got to see “up close and 
personal” how tools really cut and why – a great way to start the day.

Bihn turned a thin-walled bowl during the morning session, using a light behind 
the piece to show his progress. He stopped often to show key elements or to 
explain why he does things his way. The afternoon was devoted to an 
inspirational slide show, air brush painting, piercing and texturing, all very 
informative, educational and exciting to watch.

The slide show began with Bihn’s philosophy on woodturning. In a word, 
“Inspiration.” All of his work comes from something he has seen which needs to 
be captured in wood – a skyline from Boston, San Francisco, Chicago and others, 
a butterfly, a unique form, anything that brings inspiration. His work on a crying 
Statue Of Liberty and the Twin Towers was especially moving.  
He stated that his slide presentation was not about wood turning but rather about 
learning. He shared his seven principles of “learning” woodturning with us. 

1. Knowing “right” from “wrong.” 
2. Doing what’s “right.”
3. Doing the “right” thing better.
4. Eliminating distractions from doing the “right” thing.
5. Copying how the “best” do the “right” thing.
6. Doing the “right” thing “different.”
7. Doing the “impossible.”

As Bihn travels around the country sharing his stories and his talent he does 
indeed bring inspiration to all. His patriotism and passion for this country are as 
inspiring as his magnificent work.
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