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September Auction 

 President Warren Carpenter opened Caro-

lina Mountain Woodturners fifth Annual Auc-

tion with a few housekeeping items before turning 

the microphone over to John Hill. This year the 

club enjoyed the auctioneering skills of John 

Hill and those of CMW member Gary Bills. This 

winning combination kept the bidding process go-

ing very smoothly  and without a hitch.  Bidding 

on the first item began at 10:10 and it soon be-

came apparent that it was going to be a very lively 

day. The bidding went non-stop until the last item 

was sold at 2:10.  

 CMW is most fortunate to have the privi-

lege of seeing outstanding turners from all over 

the world during the year. The membership bene-

fits greatly from seeing their “hands-on” demon-

strations. Topping that is the opportunity to bid on 

the fine art that the turners donate to the 

club.  This year the membership was able to 

bid on pieces from Christian Burchard, Nelson 

Cassinger, Jean Francois Escoulen, J.Paul 

Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Alain Maillard, Mi-

chael Mocho, Mark Sfirri, Mark St. Leger and 

Chris Stott and Bruce Hoover who also donated 

various size mandrels that were rapidly purchased 

by turning enthusiasts. Other items auctioned for 

the benefit of CMW were turnings from members 

Warren Carpenter, Jeff Davies and Jim 

McPhail. Total proceeds ($4,264) from these 

items go directly into the budget to help pay for 

next year’s demonstrators. 

 CMW coffers were further enhanced by the 

sale of 130 member items that resulted in 

the club’s commission of $348.75, making the total 

i n c o m e  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  e v e n t  a 

healthy $4,612.75. 

(Note: there were almost fifty percent fewer items 

put up for auction than last year. In addition, Hurri-

cane Frances provided many members with more 

wood for turning than they could possibly use in a life 

time.) 

 No auction would be complete without the 

usual assortment of tools and power equipment. 

This year was no exception. There were lathes, drill 

presses, band saws, a jigsaw,  compressors, motors 

and tools. Hurricane Frances also made it possible for 

a lot of VERY GREEN wood to make it’s way to the 

auction block. (the big challenge was getting the 

large pieces out of the Folk Art Center and home). 

Needless to say, these sold for bargain basement 

prices.  There were domestics from Box Elder to 

Maple to Dogwood to Ash and exotics from 

Coolibah Burl to Pao Rosa. Most important to note 

is that everyone went home with some really great 

deals.   

 The success of this auction was, in large 

part, due to the volunteers who helped set up 

the tables and spread out the items, those who 

ran the AV equipment and the very patient, hard 

working fellows who kept track of everything . . 

Dan Polzien, Lloyd Rothouse and Bud Zaleski. 

The tracking and checking out system that was insti-

tuted at last year’s auction worked extraordinarily 

well again this year. All things being equal, it was 

another outstanding success. 
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Jim McPhail, Ray Jones and Warren Carpenter will have their work 

on display and for sale at the Craft Fair of the Southern Highlands 

Craft Guild at the Asheville Civic Center, Oct 21 to 24, 10:00 to 

6:00 daily. 

Schedule of Demonstrators  

Oct. ‘04  Andre Martel (Canada)  May ‘05          Merryll Saylan (California) 

Nov. ‘04 Andi Wolfe(Ohio)   June ‘05          David Nittman (Colorado) 

Dec. ‘04 Nick Cook (Georgia)   July ‘05          Todd Hoyer and Haley Smith  

                   (Arizona) 

Jan. ‘04  Mark Gardner (North Carolina) Aug. ‘05          Jack Slenz (New Mexico) 

Feb. ‘04 Warren Carpenter (South Carolina) Sept. ‘05         Auction 

March ‘05            Michael Mode (Vermont)  Oct.  ‘05          Marilyn Campbell (Ontario) 

April ‘05 Michael Hosaluk  (Saskatchewan) Nov. ‘05          Clay Foster (Texas) 

    Dec. ‘05            Myron Curtis (Virginia) 

Member Profile:  Warren Carpenter, President of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 

  Woodworking has always been a part of my life, but what else would you expect from a Car-

penter?  I have been a homebuilder since the mid 70’s and built furniture and sculpted in wood 

in my spare time.  Since 1999, my passion has been turning wood.  With a creative eye and a 

thorough knowledge of wood, I am always watching for those special trees or parts of trees 

that may someday become a unique turning. There are few things better than finding a burl 

and figuring out the best way to turn it into one or more pieces of artwork.  Beyond creating 

"normal or natural" bowls, I enjoy experimenting with new shapes and forms to help me re-

lease the natural or not so natural beauty of a piece of wood. The final step in the creation 

process is the finish that will protect and enhance the wood without making a statement of it’s 

own.  To completely experience a finely finished piece of wood it needs to be felt.  Please touch 

and feel my work!  My wood creations are primarily turned objects.  I prefer to turn medium to 

large lowls, some fairly normal in shape and others that are irregular in shape.  I love trying to 

find the beauty or uniqueness in a piece of wood, especially a burl or crotch of a tree.  Many 

pieces involve a great deal of cutting and laminations.  I have been using a technique of insert-

ing walnut halves in many pieces, which is very popular with sales.  My wine stoppers sell best, 

because of the unique appearance. 

Members page:  People, places and things…. 
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 The Auction on September 25th was a big success. I 

want to thank all the volunteers who worked hard to 

make this auction go so smooth.  A special thanks to 

our head auctioneer John Hill and to our assistant auc-

tioneer Gary Bills… they were able to find every dollar 

we had in our pockets. I also want to thank our great 

demonstrators from the last year, Bruce Hoover, 

Mark St.Leger, Nelson Cassinger, Mark Sfirri, J. 

Paul Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Jean Francois 

Escoulen, Chris Stott, Alain Mailland, Christian 

Burchard, and Michael Mocho for sending us such 

great pieces for our auction. They are all very gener-

ous to take the time and support us in such a great 

way.  Cormark International, Bob Pruitt, Bob Heltman, 

Bob Gunther, Jim McPhail, Bud Zaleski, Ed Anderson, 

Warren Carpenter, Jeffrey Davies, Lloyd Cain, Don 

Olson, and Henry Crouch were all kind enough to do-

nate items to the club for our auction, Thank you!  See 

Pat McPhail’s fine article for more details. 

 

 This year is flying by at high speed.  It is time to start 

thinking about next year and who will be the officers 

and directors of CMW. Under the provisions of our 

Bylaws (check them out at our web site) I have ap-

pointed a nominating committee with Jeff Davies 

as its chairman. We currently have 4 Officers and 13 

Directors comprising our Board of Directors. All of our 

positions are for one year, thus requiring an election 

each year. The Bylaws provide that the nominat-

ing committee will present a slate of officers and 

directors at the November meeting. At the Decem-

ber meeting, additional nominations can be made from 

the floor and an election will be held.  If you are inter-

ested in serving in an elected position, please be in 

touch with Jeff at jdavies1161@mchsi.com to let him 

know of your interest. 

 

 The 2004 North Carolina Woodturning Show 

and Competition will be part of Klingspor’s Wood-

working Shop Extravaganza October 29 and 30th at 

the Hickory Metro Convention Center.  Information 

and entry forms will be available at our meeting on 

October 16th.  The Competition is divided into skill 

levels from Novice to Professional with lots of differ-

ent categories. As a way of giving back to the com-

munity “Tops for Tots” will be collected.  The club 

that brings in the most tops will win a Delta Midi 

Lathe.  We are the biggest club in the “universe” 

and if all of us make tops, we will win this lathe.  

Get your tops made and bring them to our October 

meeting.  No CD tops please! 

 

 Last year, we started a tradition of decorating a 

Christmas Tree for Hospice.  The time has come to 

get busy turning ornaments for this years’ Hospice 

Tree.  Hanya Kandlis, hanya@vnet.net, will be our 

chairperson for this project.  If you would like to help 

with the tree decorating, contact Hanya directly.  The 

decorating time is from October 15 to 26th.  All 

ornaments will need to be complete and brought to 

our October 16th meeting.  No ornaments after Octo-

ber 16th please!  If you have ornaments but cannot 

get them to the meeting, contact Hanya. 

This month’s demonstrator will be Andre Martel 

from Quebec, Canada.  He has taught woodturning 

for almost 20 years, having trained many hundreds 

of turners around the world. His specialty is end-

grain turning, with a preference of working with 

green wood.  Andre has developed a line of hooked 

tools to help himself and all of us cut end-grain bet-

ter. 

Check out the upper left hand corner of our web 

page. You will see that John Hill has again scheduled 

some of the finest turners in the world to demon-

strate for us in 2005.  The jury is still out on that guy 

scheduled for February!   

 Warren Car-

penter 

  President’s  

Message  

 Above and Beyond—Donors to Carolina Mountain  Woodturners, Inc. 2004 

Patrons    ($1000): John Hill and William Durant Sponsor  ($500) Lloyd Rothouse 

Supporter   ($100)          Bill Crum, Pete D’Angona, Lee Eldredge, Leon Galloway, Robert Gunther, 

Bob Heltman, Bill Hyatt, Ray Jones, Jim Kilton, Fred Kay, Carlos Kennedy, Dan Kurkendall, Ron Lane, Fred 

Lindsay, Dick Miller, Doug Nesbitt, Bill Pate,  Roger Shiley, Jim Soder, Charles Watson, Glenn Winston, 

Bud Zalesky. 



6 

CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

Carolina Mountain Woodturners, an AAW Chapter, meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10 AM 
to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on the historic Blue Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382.  We host a 

woodturning demonstration (every month except September) in the Center’s auditorium at no charge for the 
day-long demonstration.  Since our inception in December 1999, CMW has proudly hosted the following 
demonstrators from around the world: Rodger Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray Key, Rude Osolnik, 
Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, 

Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, 
Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim McPhail, ,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ells-
worth, Mick O’Donnell, Larry Hasiak , Alan Lacer, Elvie Jackson, Dave Hout, Dennis Liggett,  Binh Pho, Al Stirt, 
Gary Sanders, Michael Lee, Chris Ramsey, Pat Matranga, Bruce Hoover, Nelson Cassinger, Mark Sfirri, J. Paul 

Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Jacques Vessery, Chris Stott, Alain Mailland, Christian Burchard, and Michael Mocho. 

Officers and Directors of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 

  President—Warren Carpenter; Vice President  - Joe Ruminski;  

Secretary—  Randy Parker;       Treasurer— Lloyd Rothouse 

Directors:  Bill Davin, Jack Edmonston, Bob Fisher, Bob Gunther, Bob Heltman, John Hill, Lee Holt, Ray Jones, 

Carlos Kennedy, Jim McPhail, Jim Nunziato, Bill Pate, Paul Vonk 


