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Michael Mocho 
Michael Mocho from Albu-
querque, New Mexico has 
over 28 years of woodworking 
and woodturning experience. 
He teaches in the Fine Wood-
working Program at the Santa 
Fe Community College, and 
recently completed the Interna-
tional Turning Exchange resi-
dency with the Woodturning 
Center in Philadelphia this 
summer. He has demonstrated 
at the AAW National Sympo-
sium and many local chapters, 
and also teaches at craft 
schools including Arrowmont 
and the John C. Campbell Folk School. His work is 
in many public and private collections as well as 
juried and invitational exhibitions. 

 

Michael began with a slide show of his diverse 
technical background; which includes furniture, 
architectural millwork, contract prototype work, mu-
sical instrument construction & restoration, and a 
variety of decorative boxes and other containers. He 
enjoys turning small boxes of contrasting hard-
woods and uses textural techniques to add visual 
interest. 

 

Michael demonstrated the techniques he uses to 
create a small “spire box” made up of 12 turned 
parts fit together. He used a large roughing gouge 
and very high rpm to turn a 2” x 2” x 12” square of 
hard maple to a cylinder. He described the dynam-
ics of the proper stance that is necessary for an ef-
fective cut and good surface quality. A ½” wide part-
ing tool was used to create three 4” blanks- each 

with a short tenon on one end to 
fit the chuck jaws so that there 
was always a shoulder of wood 
bearing on the top of the jaws for 
greater support. The smaller size 
of this tenon also prevents the 
holding jaws from sticking out 
past the diameter of the chuck 
body where they could strike a 
hand.  

 

A discussion of the factors that 
contribute effective use of the 
skew was presented. Support of 
the cutting edge comes from 

three sources: the tool rest, your grip on the tool, 
and the surface of the wood where the bevel is rub-
bing. He then used a blunt-ground spindle gouge to 
form the hollow on the underside of the box, then 
textured the center of the hollow using a ¼” round-
nosed scraper held below center and with the tool-
rest set away from the wood so as to encourage the 
vibration of the tool.  Michael then demonstrated the 
use of a shop-made jig made to fit the toolrest base 
and hold a ¼” punch parallel to the bed and on the 
lathe axis. This simple tool was used to emboss a 
pattern in the base of the piece at indexed intervals. 

  

The piece was then reversed in the chuck, and the 
interior drilled out with a sharp carbide Forstner bit 
held in the tailstock chuck. The interior of the bored 
hole was then polished with sandpaper wrapped 
around a slotted dowel rod of the appropriate size. 
A small disc of the same wood was turned to fit 
the hole exactly and then dropped into the bot-
tom to cover the mark made by the point of the 
Forstner bit.  

Continued on page 2 
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Michael Mocho Continued from Page 1 

 The top of the box was then begun. A 
small plug was turned to a very slight taper to fit the 
sanded bore. The end-grain area was then tex-
tured with the rotating spiral tool. The plug was 
refined with a few detail lines and parted off, re-
versed and held by friction in a scrap that had been 
bored with the same sized forstner bit as the base. 
A 3/16” hole was drilled into the plug and spiral tex-
ture was added around it. This completed the plug 
to be placed into the top of the base. Michael then 
showed an assortment of similarly turned parts with 
3/16” holes that can be joined together on a dowel 
pin to create the decorative top. An easy way to 
assure a perfect fit is to turn dowels or tenons a bit 
oversize, and gradually reduce the diameter by 
force them through a metal drill index plate while 
spinning at about 600 RPM. The plate is held over 
the empty throat of the tailstock quill, which keeps it 
exactly perpendicular to the lathe axis. The crisp 
edges of the hole in the metal plate push a shaving 
down the wood to create the exact desired diame-
ter.  
 Michael began the afternoon session dem-
onstrating chatter work techniques on a piece of 
hard maple spinning below 1000 RPM. Chattering 
occurs when either the tool is deflected or the work 
piece is deflected. By adjusting the tool rest so it 
was set back from the wood, and using a skew 
placed flat on the tool rest, the edge was draw up 
from below center with a bit of pressure allowing it 
to bounce and vibrate on the end grain. surface. It 
all depends on the angle of presentation, the den-
sity of the material being textured, RPM, and the 
pressure applied against the wood. The farther the 
tool extends off the rest, the slower it will vibrate or 
chatter. Chatter must be applied to a smooth end-
grain surface and can crush and mangle fibers if 
over done.  

        Michael  

    Mocho’s 

        work 

The most effective line of motion is at a 7:30 radial 
clock position. Holding the tool at different angles 
produced different patterns. Faster lathe speeds cre-
ate fewer chatter marks, and slower speeds create 
patterns with more detail. Commercial chatter tools 
have the bounce of the tool built in by using a flexi-
ble spring steel cutter, but nearly any tool can be 
used to create a chattered. 
 
 Spiraling was then demonstrated using a 
commercial tool made by Sorby. The tool is basically 
a rotating gear-shaped scraper in which each tooth 
cuts a groove that another tooth engages in. The 
angle at which the tool is held determines how many 
lines are cut into the surface- flatter angles produce 
fewer lines, and greater angles create spiral patterns 
with more lines. The tool can be used on both side 
and end grain, though tool rest height is critical for 
the cutting edge to be working exactly at center. 
Slower RPM is essential since the ridges of the spi-
rals can be quite fragile and the teeth of the cutting 
gear will skip if too much pressure is used. When the 
spinning gear is held vertically it can also be used to 
emboss the surface of the wood. The tool is sharp-
ened by holding it to a rotating scrap and honing the 
top of the spinning gear with a diamond plate. 
 
 This completed a very detailed and informa-
tive demonstration. Michael touched on many points. 
Hopefully I have incorporated as many as possible 
into this article. For a full understanding and ap-
preciation of this demonstration an edited tape 
and DVD will be available in October 2004. 
Bob Gunther 
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 Our demonstrator on August 21st was Michael Mo-
cho of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Michael, a 
teacher, did a wonderful job teaching us the art of 
texturing.  If you missed this demonstration, you will 
never know how to cut a perfectly sized dowel every 
time.  Thank you Michael, for a job well done! 
This month’s meeting on September 25th is our an-
nual “Tool and Art Auction.”  Please note that this 
date is the 4th Saturday in September. The auction 
will include the great demo pieces that our demon-
strators since last October have left us or taken home 
and finished and returned to us.  All of the proceeds 
from the sale of these items will go to the club to 
help bring more great demonstrators in the future.  
You may bring your woodturnings, used tools or wood 
to be sold at auction. The club will receive 15% of the 
sale price and you will get the rest. All items will be 
sold to the highest bidder. If you have an item that is 
valued at $100 or more, you may put a minimum bid 
on it. If it doesn’t get a minimum bid, there is no cost 
to you. Of course, you may bring items and donate 
them to the club and take a tax deduction for their fair 
value.  We take cash or checks (sorry, no credit 
cards).  If you are selling items, register to sell be-
tween 9 and 10 AM.  If you have a large piece of 
equipment, you can bring a picture and full descrip-
tion and the item can be sold subject to the buyer in-
specting it as to being as described. The auction will 
start at 10 AM and we will continue until everything is 
sold. There will be a sign on the closed auditorium 
doors saying “Carolina Mountain Woodturners Mem-
bership Meeting”. This will keep the public out and the 
Park Service happy.  Our Library will not be set up 
this month.  Hold on to your tapes and books and 
bring them back to us in October. 
 Our by-laws state that next month, I appoint a nomi-
nating committee to select a slate of officers and 
directors for next year. We are a very large club and 

I don’t know many of you on a personal basis and 
don’t know what talents that you could bring to our 
board. If you would consider serving as an officer or 
director, please let me know. 
Last year CMW members made over 250 ornaments 
for the Hospice Christmas Tree Project.  The time 
has come to get busy turning ornaments for this 
years’ addition of this wonderful fundraiser for Hos-
pice.  Hanya Kandlis, hanya@vnet.net, will be our 
chairperson for this project.  If you would like to 
help with the tree decorating, contact Hanya di-
rectly.  The decorating time is from October 15 to 
26th.  If you have your ornament(s) turned by our 
Auction on Sept 25th, bring them with you to the 
Auction.  If not, all ornaments will need to be com-
plete and brought to our October 16th meeting.  No 
ornaments after October 16th please! 
Reminder: Lloyd Rothouse, our newsletter editor, 
needs all of our assistance in getting a regular flow 
of information including names of new members, 
any schools, seminars or classes taught or at-
tended, experience with new tools and lathes, 
galleries or shows where members are featured, 
and any personal items which members would 
like to have mentioned in the newsletter.  I hope 
that you enjoyed this new section in the newsletter 
as much as I did last month. 
CMW’s Message Board is now tied into our data-
base and when a message is posted, e-mails are 
generated to all of us.  This message board gives 
each of us a better way to buy and sell equipment, 
share ideas, and ask questions of other woodturners 
http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org/cgi-
bin/discus/discus.cgi   
 This month the President’s Award for Volunteer 
Service was presented to Jim and Pat McPhail.  
During the early years of CMW, Jim and Pat, were 
the newsletter creators, editors, writers, printers and 
photographers.  Jim showed us all how he makes 
his wonderful bowls as our demonstrator at our Feb-
ruary 2002 meeting.  The graphics for Carolina 
Mountain Woodturners were designed by Jim.  
CMW is honored to have Jim and Pat McPhail as 
members………. I am privileged to have them as 
friends.  
  Warren 

 WARREN CAR-
PENTER 

  PRESIDENT’S  

MESSAGE  
 AUGUST, 2004 

 Above and Beyond—Donors to Carolina Mountain  Woodturners, Inc. 2004 

Patrons    ($1000): John Hill and William Durant Sponsor  ($500) Lloyd Rothouse 

Supporter   ($100)          Bill Crum, Pete D’Angona, Lee Eldredge, Leon Galloway, Robert Gunther, Bob 
Heltman, Bill Hyatt, Ray Jones, Jim Kilton, Fred Kay, Carlos Kennedy, Dan Kurkendall, Ron Lane, Fred Lindsay, 
Dick Miller, Doug Nesbitt, Bill Pate,  Roger Shiley, Jim Soder, Charles Watson, Glenn Winston, Bud Zalesky. 



 

Andre Martel will conduct a workshop at Mi-
chael McDunn’s Greenville, SC woodworking 
studio on October 18th and 19th.  For more 
information e-mail mpmcdunn@aol.com or 
call 864-242-0311. 

2004 North Carolina Woodturning Show and 
Competition—October 29th and 30th is being 

held in conjuction with Klingspor’s Woodworking 
Store in Hickory, NC at the Hickory Metro Con-

vention Center.  It is an opportunity for members 
to show and sell their work and interact with 

other turners.  There will be a “Tops for tots” pro-
gram where mini lathes will be used to demon-

strate making tops to be given to children at local 
hospitals, rehab groups, children’s homes, etc.  
Warren Carpenter needs volunteers to help or-

ganize our participation. 

Carolina Mountain Woodturners sent over 
400 pens to our troops overseas in our show 
of support for their bravery and sacrifice.  
This was a great project that was made possi-
ble by a lot of good people helping out.  

Coming soon! We will be having our first hands 
on turning workshop.  Keep your eyes open for 

date, time and place.  This will be an all day 
class with you doing the turning.  More informa-

tion will be coming your way soon. 
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Hospice Christmas Tree Project:  Last year 
members of Carolina Mountain Woodturn-

ers made over 250 ornaments and the time 
has come to do it again.  Hanya Kandlis, 

hanya@vnet.net, will be our chairperson for 
this wonderful fund raiser for Hospice.  If 

you would like to help with the tree de-
conating, contact Hanya directly.  The 

decorating time is from October 15th to 
26th.  If you have your ornaments turned  
by our Auction on Sept 25th, bring them 
with you.  All ornaments will need to be 

completed and in our hands by the October 
16th meeting. 

The 13th Annual Art in the Park show/sale will 
be held September 18th and 19th at Falls Park 
on the Reedy River and the West End Historic 
District in Greenville, SC.  The show runs from 
11:00am til 7:00pm and Saturday and noon til 
5:00pm on Sunday.  All art forms are included 
and is a juried show for members of the Up-
state Visual Arts which has cash prizes .  Sev-
eral members of CMW  who are also members 
of the Greenville Woodworkers’ Guild  will be 
exhibiting and selling their  work in the 
Greenville Woodworkers Guild Booth. Warren 
Carpenter will have his own tent pitched there. 

  Warren will also be demonstrating wood-
turning as part of “Arts on the Alley” on 
Ram Cat Alley in historic downtown Se-

neca, SC on Sept. 17th from 10am to 4pm. 

    

Members page:  People, places and things…. 

 

Member Profile:  Joe Ruminski is Vice President of the Carolina Mountain Woodwturners, Inc.  He is a re-
tired educator, administrator who has been turning for about five years.  He lives in Fairview, is married and 
has two grown children.  He has done several turning demonstrations in the local area and has done four 
craft corner sessions for WLOS TV.He taught a turning class for the Tennessee Arts Council and will be 
teaching at Arrrowmont the last Weekend in Oct. and will be assisted by our own Warren Carpenter.  He is 
currently working on a turning project for the Biltmore Estate. 

Schedule of Demonstrators   

Sept. ‘04 Auction (4th Saturday Sept 25th)  April ‘05          Micael Hosaluk (Canada) 

Oct. ‘04  Andre Martel (Canada)   May ‘05           Merryll Saylan (California) 

Nov. ‘04  Andi Wolfe(Ohio)   June ‘05          David Nittman (Colorado) 

Dec. ‘04  Nick Cook (Georgia)   July ‘05           Todd Hoyer and Haley Smith (Arizona) 

Jan. ‘04  Mark Gardner (North Carolina)  Aug. ‘05          Jack Slenz (New Mexico) 

Feb. ‘04  To Be Announced   Sept. ‘05         Auction 

March ‘05             Michael Mode (Vermont)   Oct.  ‘05          Marilyn Campbell (Ontario) 

Nov. ‘05  Clay Foster (Texas) 



August Instant Gallery 
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Melissa Gunther Camphor 9” 

Warren Carpenter American Chestnut 18” x 9.5” 

Brad Beeson Maple 6” Once Round” 

Bud Zalesky Burl 15” 

John Lamacraft Spalted Maple/African Black-
wood “La Plage et La Mer” 

Fred Huskins 
Maple/Walnut 

7” x6” 

Jdffery Davies Communion Set 
(open) 

Randy Parker Camphor 17” 

Charles Nall Ironwood 14” x 4” 

Lee Davidson Apple 4” x 5” Candleholder 
Joe Ruminski Locust 9” x5” “Nature 

Texture” 
Robert Andrew Spalted Birch 

Richard Pethe Maple Burl 7” 

Jeremy Peterson Dogwood 
3.5” x 5” Gary Bills Maple 19” 

Bob Gunther Black Limba 12” Jim McPhail Oliepod Burl 
4”, #168 

Don Olson Oak 24” 
Darrell Copeland Cherry 

8” x 18” 

Bill Harmon Chestnut and Maple 

Roger ShileyOlive Padauk and Zebra  

Lloyd Rothouse Cherry 12” 

Jeffrey Davies  

Mahogeny 

#4 Communion 
set 

Randy Parker Ambrosia Maple 
10” 



CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

Carolina Mountain Woodturners, an AAW Chapter, meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10 
AM to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on the historic Blue Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382.  We 
host a woodturning demonstration (every month except September) in the Center’s auditorium at no 
charge for the day-long demonstration.  Since our inception in December 1999, CMW has proudly hosted 
the following demonstrators from around the world: Rodger Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray 
Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, 
Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois 
Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim 
McPhail, ,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ellsworth, Mick O’Donnell, Larry Hasiak , Alan Lacer, Elvie Jack-
son, Dave Hout, Dennis Liggett,  Binh Pho, Al Stirt, Gary Sanders, Michael Lee, Chris Ramsey, Pat Ma-
tranga, Bruce Hoover, Nelson Cassinger, Mark Sfirri, J. Paul Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Jacques Vessery, Chris 
Stott, Alain Mailland, Christian Burchard, and Michael Mocho. 

Officers and Directors of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 
  President—Warren Carpenter; Vice President  - Joe Ruminski; Secretary—  Randy Parker;  

      Treasurer— Lloyd Rothouse 
Directors:  Bill Davin, Jack Edmonston, Bob Fisher, Bob Gunther, Bob Heltman, John Hill, Lee Holt, Ray Jones, 

Carlos Kennedy, Jim McPhail, Jim Nunziato, Bill Pate, Paul Vonk 


