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Christian Burchard 
 C h r i s t i a n 
Burchard was born 
in Hamburg, Ger-
many in 1955.  
Building on a foun-
dation laid by a fur-
niture maker’s ap-
prenticeship in Ger-
many in the middle 
1970’s, he studied 
sculpture and draw-
ing first at the Mu-

seum School in Boston and then at the Emily Carr 
College of Art and Design in Vancouver, B.C.  In 
1982 he and his wife, Micheline, opened Cold 
Mountain Studio in Southern Oregon.  His early 
focus was on furniture and interiors, but gradually 
shifted to woodturning and sculpture, moving be-
tween vessel-oriented forms and sculptural turn-
ing.  His work has been included in most of the ma-
jor turning related exhibits during the last ten years 
and is exhibited widely throughout the United 
States.  He is sought after as a teacher and demon-
strator at craft schools, conferences, and related 
turning events.   

  Basket:  Using Green Madrone burl wood 
especially which “moves” considerably during the 
drying process, Christian mounted the blank as an 
end grain turning and glued the work piece to a 
waste block.  Christian tries to use the fastest speed 
of the lathe that is safe.  This gives a more efficient 
cut requiring less effort.  He used his entire body 
when turning and not just his arms and shoulders.  
He shear scraped the outer surface of the basket to 
give a very smooth surface.  He tried to achieve a 
nice, even flow to the basket outline.  Any deviation 
from the smooth flow of the curve can be best de-
tected by your hand when the piece is rotating.  He 

then produced a groove pattern on the outer surface 
of the basket.  The grooves emphasized the 
shape of the basket – when the curve is tight the 
grooves are made closer together – when wide the 
grooves are further apart.   

 The basket was then hollowed using a cor-
ing bar first with the Stewart arm brace.  He drilled a 
hole to the desired depth of the basket and contin-
ued hollowing.   

 A light was placed close to the outside of 
the basket.  This permitted the determination of wall 
thickness.  In the lighter colored Madrone burl, be-
cause of its 20 percent plus 
water content, you can see 
light through the wall when it is 
three-eighths inch thick.  Many 
times Christian sprays the 
piece with water to maintain 
moisture content, or he may 
wrap the outside of the piece 
with Saran Wrap 

 During the demonstration the basket was 
placed in the microwave for varying periods of time 
(about one minute).  After microwaving the opening 
was oval and you could hear the cells or wood mov-
ing if you held it to your ear.   

 Flower: The next project was a flower with 
a long stem.  This was made using Madrone burl 
which was glued to a waste block as was done with 
the basket.  The burl was then rounded and the 
flower hollowed to a very thin wall thickness.  The 
long (6 inch) stem was formed to about three-
sixteenths inch thick.  The flower was placed in the 
microwave for about 15 seconds which produced a 
very distorted shape to the flower but a very effec-
tive and pleasing one.    

Continued on page 2 
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Christian Burchard Continued from Page 1 

 A jam chuck was then made.  Ideally it 
should be wet wood so that it “grabs” the piece.  The 
chuck was rounded – then hollowed to accept the 
ball.  You only want the ball to jam nearly to its larg-
est diameter.  It should not touch the chuck any-
where else.  The ball was then placed in the chuck 
and at this point the ball could be hollowed.  When 
hollowing a ball it needs to be dry wood as com-
pared to a solid ball which is better made from green 
or wet wood.  

 The final part of the demonstration dealt with 
making a very thin, flat disc that could be placed in 
the microwave – taken out and formed into most 
any shape.  A piece of Madrone burl was glued to 
an extended or elongated waste block.  The burl was 
then thinned with a bowl gouge that had been 
ground to eliminate the bevel.  The disc was made 
dish formed rather than flat.  This gives it greater 
strength when very thin.  The piece was then parted 
off, placed in the microwave for 15 seconds, re-
moved and shaped while hot.   

    Bob Gunther 

 Ball Turning: The wood needs to be of 
dense grain, with no major cracks and very little 
moisture content.  Christian turns on three axes – 
repeated over and over again until the ball is a true 
sphere.  Drying would then be done using an oven at 
500 degrees.  This would produce many small at-
tractive cracks.  Grooves were then cut into the ball 
with the skew.  These were quite close together.  
The ball was then turned 90 degrees and a second 
set of grooves cut.  This produced a limited checker-
ing pattern. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

The faceplate was removed from the lathe and 5 of 
the 6 screws removed.  The wood was rotated about 
one-quarter inch and the screws replaced.  This es-
tablished a new center.  The ball was then returned 
to between centers.  If you place the ball a little off 
center and cut grooves, as above, they will be long 
and shallow.  If you move further off center they will 
be deeper and shorter.  Grooves cut in the center of 
the ball will be straight – those cut away from center 
are curved. 

     Christian  

     Burchard’s  

     work 
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 I’m told Christian Burchard did a 
great job demonstrating at our July meeting.  I am sorry 
that I had to miss the meeting, but I was at the Craft Fair 
of the Southern Highlands at the Asheville Civic Cen-
ter.  Thanks to all who took time to come by, say hello, and 
see the skill and artistry of the members of the guild.  Mark 
your calendars for the next craft fair, October 21 to 24. 

 Our demonstrator on August 21st will be Michael 
Mocho of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Michael has been a 
self-employed woodworker for over 20 years and has pro-
duced original designs and commissions in the areas of 
custom furniture, architectural millwork, prototype devel-
opment and fabrication.  He has been employed as an in-
structor in the Fine Woodworking Program at Santa Fe 
Community College since 1997.    Mocho’s most recent 
works involve smaller objects – mostly turned containers – 
presented in the context of larger vessel or cabinet.  Ex-
perienced with fine national residency programs, Mocho 
looks forward to working collaboratively with his fellow 
woodturning residents. 

 On August 14th, several members of CMW will 
have participatedin Wood Day at the Folk Art Center.  
We will make the chips fly and show the general public 
some of the wonderful things that can be created on a 
lathe.  Members of the Southern Highlands Craft Guild 
demonstrate their talents in the use of wood.   

 It is time to look around your shop for the tools 
and wood that you don’t use and would like to sell.  Sep-
tember 25th is our annual “Tool and Art Auction.”  

Please note that this is the 4th Saturday in September.  
This will be your opportunity to purchase some of the 
wonderful pieces that our demonstrators have created 
during the past year.  Start saving up extra dollars for this 
very special day! 

 I hope that you are on-line enjoying the new life 
that our message center has as a result of the Paul Vonk’s 
creative mind.  The Message Board is now tied into our 
database and when a message is posted, e-mails are gen-
erated to all of us.  This puts life into the message board 
and give each of us a better way to buy and sell equip-
ment, share ideas, and ask questions of other woodturn-
ers.  It is up to each of us to use this asset.  I recently 
posted a question and received 6 responses, with many 
good ideas.  
http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org/cgi-
bin/discus/discus.cgi   

 Lloyd Rothouse, our newsletter editor, needs 
all of our assistance in getting a regular flow of informa-
tion including names of new members, any schools, semi-
nars or classes taught or attended, experience with new 
tools and lathes, galleries or shows where members are 
featured, and any personal items which members would 
like to have mentioned in the newsletter.  This informa-
tion will allow Lloyd to add some new life to the newslet-
ter.   

 CMW’s Library is one of the best in the world.  
We invite each of you to take advantage of your member-
ship and rent from the library. All the money that is re-
ceived from the rental of these items goes back into buy-
ing more for the library.  We have a fabulous group of 
volunteer librarians that make your visit to the library 
quick and easy.   

  I am looking forward to seeing each of you at our 
meeting on August 21. 

 WARREN CARPENTER 
  PRESIDENT’S  

MESSAGE  
 AUGUST, 2004 

 Above and Beyond—Donors to Carolina Mountain  Woodturners, Inc. 2004 

Patrons    ($1000): John Hill and William Durant Sponsor  ($500) Lloyd Rothouse 

Supporter   ($100)          Bill Crum, Pete D’Angona, Lee Eldredge, Leon Galloway, Robert Gunther, Bob 
Heltman, Bill Hyatt, Ray Jones, Jim Kilton, Fred Kay, Carlos Kennedy, Dan Kurkendall, Ron Lane, Fred Lindsay, 
Dick Miller, Doug Nesbitt, Bill Pate,  Roger Shiley, Jim Soder, Charles Watson, Glenn Winston, Bud Zalesky. 

Schedule of Demonstrators 

August ‘04 Michael Mocho (New Mexico)  March ‘05       Michael Mode (Vermont) 

Sept. ‘04 Auction (4th Saturday Sept 25th)  April ‘05          Micael Hosaluk (Canada) 

Oct. ‘04  Andre Martel (Canada)   May ‘05           Merryll Saylan (California) 

Nov. ‘04  Andi Wolfe(Ohio)   June ‘05          David Nittman (Colorado) 

Dec. ‘04  Nick Cook (Georgia)   July ‘05            Todd Hoyer and Haley Smith (Arizona) 

Jan. ‘04  Mark Gardner (North Carolina)  Aug. ‘05          Jack Slenz (New Mexico) 

Feb. ‘04  To Be Announced   Sept. ‘05         Auction 

 



 17 year old member Lucas Hundley from 
Newland, NC was selected by the AAW to re-
ceive a scholarship from the AAW to be the US 
representative to tour Japan in the Japanese 
exchange program. His counter part is the young 
woman from Japan, Minako Suzuki who visited 
CMW in July and who stayed with Ray Jones and 
his wife Linda Hynson before she and Lucas went 
to the AAW Symposium in Orlando where they 
both demonstrated. Lucas is now touring Japan 
and visiting many Japanese turners and learning 
their techniques.  

Warren Carpenter has initiated the President 
Award.  This month’s award went to Bob Fisher, 

presented by Joe Ruminski.  Previous awards went 
to John Hill and Lee Holt, both founding members 

and members of the board.  Joe Ruminski created 
all of the awards given out by the AAW by turning 

beautiful platters and laser engraving them with 
the messages thanking the recipients or announcing 

  the winners of various contests.  

Many thanks to Bob Heltman, Paul Rhudy, Mike 
Fiantaca, and Ken Dunlap for their managing the 
library desk, and to Robert Andrews for DVD 
copying of our guest lecturers.  Since early this 
year we have added about $1000 worth of the 
latest books, videos, and DVDs on woodturning, 
making our CMW library one of the best in the 
nation.  

Paul Rhudy donated a beautiful ambrosia maple bowl 
to Rheems Creek Nursery for their contribution of 

a tree to our club. 
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Welcome new members: Ron Foster, Waynes-
ville, NC Kip Matson, Maggie Valley, NC Fred 
Huskins, Juohnson City, TN Paul Nelson, 
Tryon, NC Mike Bibb, Senca, SC Thomas 
Wells, Wallace, NC Richard Parcell, Franklin, 
NC.  

  Charles Nall and his wife, Atha 
conducted a woodturning and pyrography demon-
stration at New Century Middle School and were 
featured in a newspaper write up in The Pilot 
newspaper from Southern Pines,  NC.  

 John Hill, our past president and AAW 
board member was the auctioneer again for 
the AAW Symposium where he raised a record 
$48,400 for the AAW Educational Opportu-
nity Grant program. 

Visit the AAW web site at www.woodturner.org 
where you can sign up to participate in the Fo-

rum. It is a wealth of knowledge; there is a 
photo gallery where members can post photos of 

their work. It is very inspiring to see and it will 
help our members get new ideas for designs. 

 

Joe Ruminski and Randy Parker were showing 
their skills at the Mt. Mitchell Craft Fair in 

Burnsville, NC. Aug. 6th and 7th.  Joe will be 
giving a weekend course in basic woodturning 
at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts in 

Gatlinburg at the end of October.  He will be 
assisted by our own Warren Carpenter. 

Members page:  People, places and things…. 

 Member Profile:  John Lamacraft—Refreshment Volunteer.  

 “I have been so fortunate in all aspects of my life, both here and in the U.K. from the perspective of people helping me that it is truly a 
pleasure to be able to help others in whatever way I am able.  From the age of fifteen when I started my engineering apprenticeship in Eng-
land I have met so many fine individuals who have been instrumental in forming  my way of life, many of whom are in our own membership, 
those who volunteer to help us all grow and really contribute to society.  It is a pleasure for me to provide the fare that is offered to our 
members, they deserve whatever we can afford to provide, besides it is an opportunity for me to be of service to a truly first class group 
of people, all of whom are dedicated to the art of woodwork, primarily to give pleasure all of us who view those works we see every month 
at the members gallery. 

        So far I have only purchased  items for two meetings which to the best of my knowledge has averaged about fifty dollars, in time, it 
only takes me about three hours to plan what we need, make a list of items and purchase it. There are people who offer to help with the 
set-up prior to the opening of the meeting, and the drinks are always there when I arrive. 

        It truly a pleasant experience, and also a rewarding one to be able to serve an organization such as we have. I hope our membership 
will be just as satisfied in the future as they have been in the past.” John Lamacraft 



July Instant Gallery 
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Brad Beeson 
Cherry/Walnut 

12”;  “Heart box” Bill Crum Box Elder 8” 

Bob Heltman, Black Walnut, 12” Jack Edmonston, Ambrosia Maple, 11” x 3” 

Gary Bills, sourwood Root 11” David Datwyler, Maple 8 inches “Flame” 

Mike Fiantaca, Cherry, Paduak, 
Tulipwood, Assorted Boxes, Jeff Davies, Walnut 10” x 5” 

Dave Paul, Madrone Burl, 3” x 4” Don Olsen, Walnut, 15”, “ Vikings on the Horizon Jeremy Peterson, Dogwood 5”, 

Randy Parker, White Oak, 12” x 5” Bruce Whipple, Camphor 13” 

Bobby Phillips, Oak Burl, Turquoise 26” 

Jamie Ray, Cherry 5”,  “Thanks Daddy” 



CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

Carolina Mountain Woodturners, an AAW Chapter, meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10 
AM to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on the historic Blue Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382.  We 
host a woodturning demonstration (every month except September) in the Center’s auditorium at no 
charge for the day-long demonstration.  Since our inception in December 1999, CMW has proudly hosted 
the following demonstrators from around the world: Rodger Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray 
Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, 
Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois 
Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim 
McPhail, ,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ellsworth, Mick O’Donnell, Larry Hasiak , Alan Lacer, Elvie Jack-
son, Dave Hout, Dennis Liggett,  Binh Pho, Al Stirt, Gary Sanders, Michael Lee, Chris Ramsey, Pat Ma-
tranga, Bruce Hoover, Nelson Cassinger, Mark Sfirri, J. Paul Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Jacques Vessery, Chris 
Stott, Alain Mailland and Christian Burchard. 

Officers and Directors of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 
  President—Warren Carpenter; Vice President  - Joe Ruminski; Secretary—  Randy Parker;  

      Treasurer— Lloyd Rothouse 
Directors:  Bill Davin, Jack Edmonston, Bob Fisher, Bob Gunther, Bob Heltman, John Hill, Lee Holt, Ray Jones, 

Carlos Kennedy, Jim McPhail, Jim Nunziato, Bill Pate, Paul Vonk 


