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“Take Risks, Push the Envelope”
Charles Farrar’s demonstration was another special day for CMW. His true passion for 
turning combined with his continuing exploration of possibilities in each piece of wood 
were exemplified as he worked on the open fluted bowl on CMW’s Stubby lathe. A man 
with an easy smile, very pleasant manner and eagerness to share information made his 
demonstration most memorable.

Charles is a strong believer that one does not have to cut down trees for turning; there is 
a vast supply already on the ground, in lumber yards or in wood piles. 

He opened his demonstration with a video showing his earlier work and then spent some 
time showing the many safety precautions that are appropriate for all turners to use. 

In order to take the greatest advantage of the time allowed, Charles had pre-turned a 
number of pieces in staged sequence. He prefers to use woods like maple and cherry 
that are tight grain-ed and hold together well because the rim of the fluted vessel is 
extensively carved; any chip out can ruin a piece. 

He begins by rough turning the outer shape with the foot at the tailstock. He creates a 
tenon, wider than the faceplate that will be used to avoid having the screws crack the 
wood. He mounts the faceplate, reverses the piece and begins to hollow out the vessel. 
Charles wants a wall thickness of about ¼ “ up to within 2” of the top. The outside curves 
out at the top and the inside curves in at the top. Where the angles of the inside and 
outside meet about 2” down the vessel, he wants the two to form a 90-degree angle. He 
then free hand marks the fluted design on the 2“ thick rim. This gives the vessel an 
organic, natural feel.  (Don’t use a Magic Marker because it weeps into the wood, ruining 
the lip.)

Next Charles uses various carving tools to remove the wood on either side of the line to 
create the wavy rim; he starts with a 4” side grinder with a carving wheel and then uses 
ever finer carving tools to follow the wood’s contour. He ends up with a uniform ¼” wall 
from the bottom to the top.  

Charles takes full advantage of rasps, Microplanes, sanding drums, a mop sander on a 
Foredom tool and on to hand sanding to get a finished piece.  He finishes with 
“Sealacell” by wiping it on, leaving it for 5 minutes, and then wiping it off. He repeats the 
procedure until he gets the finish that he wants. 

Charles closed his demonstration with slides of his later work, critiquing each piece, 
showing us what he liked and did not like about each.  He told us to “Open your work to 
criticism.” and to “Take risks, push the envelope and be creative.”

Charles certainly does all of the above.
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Pres iden t ’ s  Message



Our October meeting and demonstration was fantastic. The Folk Art Center was packed with 
enthusiastic visitors and “leaf lookers”, many of whom visited our demonstration throughout 
the day. Well over 100 visitors attended parts of the demonstration and CMW had about 100 
members in attendance.

Our guest demonstrator, Charles Farrar, from Virginia, did a great job. (See article on page 
one.)

The job of arranging our name tags on a table in alphabetical order had gotten out of hand 
since we have so many members. It is important that we wear our name tags so that we get 
to know each other. If we take them home, they stay on the dresser and don’t do any good. 
Giles Flanagan stepped forward and volunteered to build a container for the tags and write a 
number on each tag that corresponds to a number on each tag in the container. At the end of 
the meeting, just return your tag to its proper, numbered slot. Thanks Giles!

Since we have become a North Carolina Nonprofit Corporation, we have created a new set 
of By-Laws. They have been approved by the CMW Board and are posted on our website. 
Under our By-Laws, the president appoints a nominating committee in October. Bill Young 
has agreed to head up this committee. His committee will present us a slate of 4 officers and 
7 directors at our November meeting. If the nominating committee contacts you, please 
agree to step forward and serve if elected. Additional nominations can be made from the 
floor at the December meeting when we will have our election.

There are jobs that need helpers to make the organization run smoothly. We need help with 
the refreshments, publicity, writing the article about the July and October demonstrations for 
the newsletter, helping with the raffle and meeting set up and clean up. If you would like to 
help the club and do your part to continue our success, please let me  know what you would 
like to do. There will always be some who do more and some who do less. Just do what you 
can.

We have received generous cash donations from both Ed Anderson and Joe Helms. Now 
these guys knew what to do with their tax rebates! Donations make it possible for us to have 
these excellent demonstrations, free to all. Thanks.

Willard Baxter from Georgia will be our demonstrator in November. It promises to be a great 
demo. See you there.

John Hill

November Demonstrator:

Willard Baxter
Willard Baxter, from Georgia, will be our guest demonstrator this month. He heads the 
wonderful woodturning program at John C. Campbell Folk School and is a board member of 
AAW. He will demonstrate turning a dry wood platter and a green wood bowl. In addition, he 
plans to show us how to hand chase treads on a lidded box.



Instant Gallery
By Jane Sunier
Hooray!! We had an absolutely gorgeous Gallery!! Not only did we have beautiful pieces but 
we had a storage box for sanding discs and a minidemo of using a small laser light inside a 
deep box (turned box). 
The participants are: Warren Carpenter, Bill Davin, Norman Earle, Carlos Kennedy, Terry 
Martin, Talmadge Murphey, Doug Nesbitt,  Bobby Phillips, Paul Rhudy, Charles Watson and 
Bill Young. Thank you all for sharing your work with us.

Don’t forget the Christmas ornament challenge for November.

By- Laws  Passed
The by-Laws were unanimously passed by the Board and have been forwarded to complete 
the application to receive 501 (c) 3 status. They are posted on the Carolina Mountain 
Woodturners website for all to review. This has been a lengthy process and CMW has 
benefited from the dedication of President John Hill and his extensive efforts to make it a 
reality.
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Fal l  Cra f t  Fai r
CMW and Southern Highland Craft Guild members Allan Hollar, Ray Jones, Jim McPhail 
and Jack Rogers displayed their craft at the Fall Craft Fair in Ashe-ville’s Civic Center in 
October. (See photos, below.) 

The War on Terrorism did not dampen the spirit of guests, vendors and artists at the four 
day event; flags were everywhere.

Thanks to many CMW members who checked out the fair and fellow members booths.
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Calendar
Grovewood Gallery’s Annual Holiday Exhibit
All members are encouraged to donate a turned Christmas item for this show. All items 
donated will be for sale with a 55/35/10 split. The 55% proceeds for CMW will be designated 
for the education fund, the gallery will retain 35% and 10% will be donated to Breast Cancer 
Research.  For more information, contact Warren Carpenter at (864) 882-0418 or at the 
November 17th meeting. 

AAW Directory
The deadline for being included in the AAW Resource Directory is January 1, 2002. Dues 
must be paid prior to that date.
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