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Larry Hasiak—October Demonstrator  
       Larry Hasiak, Tarpon 
Springs, Florida was born and 
raised in New Hope, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania.  He began 
turning in 1985.  Larry has stud-
ied under many noted turners and 
artists including David Ellsworth, 
Liam O'Neil, Ray Ferguson, Hap 
Sakwa, Bruce Mitchell and Mi-
chael Peterson.  He is a member 
of the board of directors of the 
American Association of Wood-
turners and has served as treas-
urer and vice-president of that 
organization.  He has taught on a 
regular basis at the John C. 
Campbell Folk School since 
1997.  He has won numerous 
awards and his work has been displayed in many 
prominent shows.  

 Beginning his demonstration with a discus-
sion of his techniques and certain tips for turn-
ers,  he showed a piece he had turned of Norfolk 
Island Pine.  The concentric branch knots need to 
be placed on the same plane in the lathe.  The bark 
is quite dark and comes off in sheets.  Beneath the 
bark is a sticky, spongy layer.  The wood spalts eas-
ily by simply placing the log on the ground.  Below 
each of the concentric branches is a notch on the 
down side that shows which direction the branch 
grows.  The branches face upward so the top of the 
tree is at the bottom of the piece.  In other words, 
the top becomes the bottom and the bottom the 
top.  You need to know this in order to take advan-
tage of the star pattern when turning.  The top was 
placed in the tailstock live center - the bottom in the 
headstock using the spur center.  Concentric rings 
were grooved on the bottom with the parting tool so 

when the faceplate was attached it 
would be easily centered.  Larry 
uses 1” to 1 1/4” stainless steel Phil-
lips head screws to attach the piece 
to the face plate - the more screws 
the better.  He used a six inch face 
plate.  He turned the top of the piece 
until the knots became evident 
around the upper portion of the 
piece.  The knots consist of hard 
wood;and should not show on the 
rim of the neck because they may 
easily chip off.  A deep fluted gouge 
was used.  The object was to visu-
alize each of the six knots as 
much as possible in the top of the 
piece.  The top was then parted off 
in preparation for hollowing.  The 

outer shape of the vessel was then developed leav-
ing a considerable thickness of wood attached to 
the face plate.  This was done to assure stability of 
the piece during the hollowing process.  The outer 
surface was then cleaned by shear scraping.  He 
then briefly discussed his sharpening technique us-
ing the Wolverine Jig.  Larry then used a 1 1/2” drill 
bit to do the initial hollowing of the vessel down to 
the bottom.  The opening was further defined using 
a Henry Taylor gouge ground to between a deep 
fluted and a spindle configuration.  He began the 
hollowing with a Dennis Stuart tool.  The cutter used 
was a tear drop shape with a slight cutting an-
gle.  The tool rest on his grinder is always set at this 
angle.  He used a rounded, curved tool rest in con-
junction with his hollowing tool.  The angle of the 
tool handle rests on the round tool rest which he 
prefers.  The vessel was then hollowed using the 
tear drop shaped cutter.  It is important to keep 
chips out of the vessel and not let them build up and 
trap the tool in the vessel. He then demonstrated  
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small copper rakes he made out of one-half 
inch copper tubing.  These are used to remove 
chips from the vessel interior.  He used com-
pressed air to aid in chip removal.  Larry then 
used the straight hollowing tool to develop the 
bottom of the vessel.  The shoulder of the ves-
sel was completed using the tear drop shaped 
cutter. Larry turns the hollow vessels to bal-
ance them about one-quarter inch wall thick-
ness.  He feels that a little "heft" is OK in a 
piece.  Calipers were discussed to deter-
mine wall thickness and one of his designs was shown.  Depth of the vessel 

was then determined so as to avoid going through the bottom.  A correction for even this mishap was dis-
cussed.  The entire hollowing process should be completed prior to completion of the base 
       Vacuum chucking was discussed using stretch plastic tape available from U-Haul It.  The plastic seals 
the numerous air spaces that prevent adequate suction.  He uses hot spot glue on the center pith in the bottom 
of the vessel to prevent it from being sucked out by the pump.   

         Camphor Bowl with Corian Plug.  A camphor 
bowl with a Corian plug forming the lid started the af-
ternoon session.  The opening of the vessel was trued-
up - the vessel removed from the lathe.  A waste block 
was placed in the chuck, trued-up and the piece of 
Corian glued to the block.  The Corian was trued-up 
using a parting tool and then turned to fit the opening 
of the camphor bowl.  The parting tool was used at a 
negative angle to avoid fracturing the Corian.  The top 
was notched to fit snugly in the opening.  A one inch 
hole was cut in the Corian lid using the parting tool.  It 
was then parted off and glued in place.  The Corian 

was surfaced and the edges formed.  It was then sanded.  Finishing with several 
coats of clear lacquer is done outside.  If a blush occurs then lacquer thinner can be 
used to remove it but the thinner should be the same brand.  Larry feels that lac-
quer is superior to polyurethane. 

 Christmas ornaments.  A 2 1/2” x 6” inch camphor block was used 
for the first ornament.  It was rounded and a tenon formed on the tailstock 
end.  The piece was reversed and the tenon placed in the chuck.  A second 
tenon was then formed at the tailstock end.  After truing the piece a rough ball 
was then formed.  A pencil line was then drawn across the ball so that later it 
could be realigned after cutting into two halves.  A parting tool was used at an 
angle to separate the two halves of the ornament.  Each half was hollowed 
using a small scraper - then a gouge and were then glued back together by 
aligning the pencil indicator mark - each keeping its own tenon.  Finial were 
turned on both ends of the ornament using a one quarter inch deep fluted 
bowl gouge..  The ball was then trued-up with a one-half inch scraper.  The 
tailstock was removed and abrasive turning done to define the lower finial.  
Sanding was done with Korax paper (Eagle Brand).  Small grooves were then formed on each side of the 
glue line and a stainless steel wire was used to burn in the lines.  The ornament was then colored using double 
ended pens available at most art stores.  When coloring a very slow speed was used.  The top of the ornament 
was then formed with the gouge, sanded, painted and parted off.  A small screw eye was placed in the top of 
the ornament.  and finished with several coats of lacquer. Larry finished using colored laminated wood for an-
other Christmas ornament and finally turned a  small Christmas bell.             
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Chase Ambler chairman 
of nominating committee.  Under the provisions of 
our by-laws (check them on our web site at 
www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org ), I have 
named one of our founders, Chase Ambler as chair-
man of the nominating committee. At the November 
meeting, the nominating committee will present its 
list of nominees. At the December meeting, addi-
tional nominations can be made from the floor and 
we will then vote.  The Board of directors has rec-
ommended that an amendment be made to our by-
laws allowing the Board to expand the number of 
directors as the Board determines as necessary. 
They have recommended that we have 9 directors 
for 2003. We will vote on this change at the Decem-
ber meeting. 

 

 Membership renewal.You should have received 
a notice to renew your membership for 2003 by e-
mail or see page 5 of this newsletter.  Either return 
the form in the mail or bring it to the meeting along 
with your dues check. Take this opportunity to make 
a tax-deductible donation by renewing at a higher 
level of membership than the standard individual 
level. Since we lost the ability to raise funds through 
the raffle, it is important to make up those lost funds 
to be able to continue to have the world’s best turn-
ers as demonstrators, free each month. No other 
club in the country has the caliber of demonstrators 
that we do. In 2002, the following members joined at 
higher levels. Supporters at $100: Pete D’Angona, 
John Hill, Ray Jones, Carlos Kennedy, Doug 
Nesbitt, Bill Pate & Don Rose. Sponsors at $500: 
Leon Galloway & Lloyd Rothouse and Patron at 
$1,000: Owen Burley.   

 

 Don Rose asked at the last meeting for someone 
to help with writing grants. Bill Davin spread the 
word through email and Jim Soder stepped for-
ward. Jim has extensive grant writing experience. 
Jim is from Charlotte and is a new member that 
joined us in August. 

If there is a job that you can do to help the club, 
please let us know what you would like to do. The 
thing that makes our club the best is a lot of people 
stepping forward and volunteering to help. 

 

 I have received an invitation from the Woodworking 
Shows for Carolina Mountain Woodturners to have 
a free booth at the Charlotte Woodworking Show 
next March 7 through 9. It will be held at the Char-
lotte Merchandise Mart. We would receive a 10’ x10’ 
booth space, a 500-watt electrical service and free 
admission passes for our members that would staff 
the booth.  I will be out of town at that time and will 
be unable to be there. If you would like to work on 
making this happen please let me know. This would 
be a good opportunity to introduce the woodworking 
public to turning and to Carolina Mountain Wood-
turners. We need to get organized now to do this 
right. 

 

 Our demonstrator this month will be Alan Lacer.  
Alan was a founding member of the American Asso-
ciation of Woodturners and is a past president of the 
AAW.  Alan is a wonderful demonstrator and turner. 
I assisted Alan at Arrowmont several years ago and 
found him to be a great teacher. He has a good 
sense of humor (I guess if you live in Minnesota you 
have to). We are fortunate to have him. We should 
have another large turn out this month. 

John Hill - President 
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Officers and Directors of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 
Presidet:    John Hill  828-645-6633        Hill2@mindspring.com 
Vice President:   Warren Carpenter  864-882-0418      Waren@Carpenterbuilt.com 
Treasurer:        Bill Pate  423-926-2948        bpate83133@aol.com 
Secretary Jack Edmonston  828-298-0306      Jledmo@aol.com 
Directors:            Bill Davin    828-894-5805            billdavin@starband.net 
                 Bob Fisher   828-255-0099           lynrobert@aol.com 
                 Lee Holt  828-298-3403               SeeSueLee@aol.com 
                 Ray Jones  828-298-6707  RDwdcrafts@aol.com 
                 Carlos Kennedy        828-697-1203                     Carlosk@ioa.com 
                 Jim McPhail              828-628-0031                McWood@aol.com 

Carolina Mountain Woodturners logo shirts are still available!  

Contact Warren Carpenter for the golf shirts and Bob Fisher for the denim long sleeve shirts.  The golf 
shirts run 1 to 2 sizes larger than usual; cost is $25.00 and orders must be in by Nov. 16th for delivery at 
the  Dec. 21st meeting.  The price of the long sleeve denim shirts varies depending on whether you order a 
new one or have an existing shirt just embroidered.  The logo and your name is $10.00.  The embroiderer 
sells a good shirt for $15.00.  Total cost of a new shirt with name and logo will be about $25.00. 

Membership Renewal Notice 
Carolina Mountain Woodturners, Inc. 

To renew your membership, please fill out this form and return with your tax-deductible check to 
Carolina Mountain Woodturners, P.O. Box 16606, Asheville, NC 28806. 
Check one of the following: 
_____Individual Member $25                 _____Family Members $35                ______Supporter $100 
_____Sponsor $500                _____Patron $1,000 
 
 Please print clearly: 
Your Name______________________________ Spouses Name__________________ 
Your Address____________________________________________________________ 
Your Phone #______________________      Email_______________________________ 

2002/2003  Demonstration Schedule:    
  Nov ‘02       Alan Lacer (Wisconsin) 
  Dec ‘02       Elvie Jackson (North Carolina) 
  Jan ‘03       Dave Hout (Ohio) 
  Feb ‘03       Dennis Liggett (Colorado)  
  March ‘03   Binh Pho (Illinois) 
  April ‘03     Al Stirt (Vermont) 
  May ‘03      Gary Sanders (Texas) 
  June ‘03     Michael Lee (Hawaii) 
  July ‘03      Chris Ramsey (Kentucky) 
  Aug ‘03      Pat Matranga (Tennessee) 
  Sept  ‘03     Auction 
  Oct ‘03      Bruce Hoover (Virginia) 
  Nov ‘03      Christian Burchard (Oregon) 
  Dec  ‘03      Nelson Cassinger  (Nevada) 

Save us the cost of printing and mailing.  If you re-
ceived a printed copy of this newsletter in the mail and do 
not need it mailed because you can read it on our web 
site, CarolinaMountainWoodturners.org, please e-mail 
me, Lloyd Rothouse, the newsletter editor, so I can re-
move your name from the mailing hard copy list.  Thanks.  
Lrothouse183@cs.com 

 



CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

The Chapter meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10 AM to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on the 
historic Blue Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382.  We host a woodturning demonstration (every 
month except September) in the Center’s auditorium at no charge for the day-long demonstration.  Over the 
past two years, CMW has proudly hosted the following demonstrators from around the world: Rodger 
Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, 
Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex 
Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard 
Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim McPhail, Ray Key,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ellsworth,  
Jean-Francois Escoulen  Mick O’Donnell and Larry Hasiak. 


