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third annual auction breaks all records 

 All previous records were broken! 

 President John Hill, sporting an elegant top hat 
(turned by Chris Ramsey), capitalized on his 
great sense of humor, tenacity and enthusiasm 
to take in a little more than $16,000 with more 
than $7,000 accruing to the benefit of Carolina 
Mountain Wood-turners. All previous records 
were broken, including the hours it took to auc-
tion almost everything that was available. The 
bidding started a little after 10AM and con-
cluded at 4:20 in the afternoon. 

 Candy store for turners.  

The auditorium at the Folk Art Center became 
a candy store for woodturners at the third an-
nual auction. Tables were filled with hundreds 
of pieces of wood from Ash to Yew and exotics 
from Africa and Australia. One would have 
thought it was a wood auction but there were 
tools, shop equipment, antique planners, mo-
tors, hand tools, as well as lathes, to be had by 
the highly motivated bidders.  
 World class pieces donated 
 by world class demonstrators 

The day got off to a very exciting start with the 
much anticipated auctioning of the special 
pieces donated by CMW’s guest demonstrators 
from the past eleven months. Tradition has it 
that the demonstrator generously donates the 
piece(s) turned during their day long presenta-
tion. Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, Bobby 
Clemons, Tom Crabb, Mike Mahoney, Jim 

McPhail, Ray Key, Ron Fleming, David Ellls-
worth, Jean-Francois Escoulen and Michael 
O’Donnell donated one or more items for the 
event. The bidding was most competitive and 
the successful bidders went home with a spe-
cially turned piece that will greatly enhance 
their private collections. Very few people will 
find themselves in a situation where they can 
actually pay such a nominal amount of money 
for such extra-ordinarily valuable pieces of art. 

 Raffle items. 

 There were many items, including gift certifi-
cates from Cormark International, that had 
been donated for the monthly raffle. Since 
CMW will no longer be able to have the raffle, 
those items were added to the hundreds of 
items that were auctioned. 

 Volunteers. 

Great appreciation to all those who worked 
hard all day to make this event the success that 
it was. Warren Carpenter, Bill Pate, Dan Pol-
zien, Lloyd Rothouse, Dan Gottlieb, Bill Davin, 
Jack Edmonston, Ray Jones, Don Rose and 
Janet Konchar were among those who worked 
as a well coordinated team, giving John Hill 
assistance. 

 This was the most financially successful, well 
organized and best staffed auction we have 
had. It bodes well for next year.    

          Pat McPhail 



a real pleasure working with and helping our demon-
strators from all over the world. If you would like to 
help by performing some or all of these tasks while 
working with me, please contact me and discuss the 
situation. 

September Board of Directors meeting  It was sug-
gested that we change our By-laws to allow more Di-
rectors to serve. We will vote on that proposition at 
the December meeting. Under the provisions of our 
By-laws, I will appoint a nominating committee this 
month to select a slate of officers and directors which 
will be voted on at our December meeting. This com-
mittee will present us a slate of 4 officers and 9 direc-
tors at our November meeting. We are a very large 
club and I don’t know many of you on a personal ba-
sis and don’t know what talents that you could bring 
to our board. If you would consider serving as an 
officer or director, or serving on a committee, 
please let me know.   If the nominating committee 
contacts you, please agree to step forward and serve if 
elected. Additional nominations can be made from the 
floor at the December meeting when we will have our 
election.            John Hill- President 
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Our annual auction was a huge success again this 
year. See Pat McPhail’s separate article for the re-
sults.  We started by announcing that Tom Strick-
land was gravely ill and wanted to sell his new 
Oneway lathe and accessories for $4,000. Ed 
Anderson raised his hand and said that he would 
take it and said he would donate another $500 to the 
club. Now I want to tell you, that started things off 
right! In addition to all of our fine demonstrators 
that donated beautiful pieces for the auction, do-
nated items were generously provided by our own 
members, Ed Anderson, Warren Carpenter, Joe 
Goldston, Gary Goodman, Bob Heltman, Martin 
Isetts, Doug Nesbitt, and Bill Pate. 

  On a sad note, Owen Burley died last month. 
Owen was a most generous person. While still alive, 
he sold his entire woodworking shop and had the 
entire amount of $10,000 donated to Carolina 
Mountain Woodturners so that turners for years to 
come will be able to learn from the world's best 
demonstrators. He set a great example for all of us. 
He will truly be missed. 

 Programming Committee:  I think that one of the 
main things that have made our club really great is 
the caliber of fine demonstrators that we have each 
month. The club pays them from donated money but 
a lot more goes into actually getting them there. I 
have been contracting with them, driving them back 
and forth to Arrowmont, the Folk School, the airport 
etc., housing them, feeding them, getting them to 
the meetings, making sure that they have all neces-
sary tools, supplies, wood etc. and that they enjoy 
themselves while with us. All of this is not the func-
tion of the “President” but can be handled by a com-
mittee responsible for programming.  Actually, sev-
eral people could complete all of the functions un-
der the coordination of a chairperson. I am willing 
to chair this committee and would like to share these 
responsibilities so that we will have total continuity 
in the quality of our programming. I feel that it is 
important that this committee live fairly close to 
Asheville so that they can get the demonstrator to 
the meetings on time in all kinds of weather, and be 
no further from the Folk School and Arrowmont 
than the Greater Asheville area. This committee 
should be able to afford to provide comfortable ac-
commodations, meals, and transportation for the 
demonstrators and have the time to pick them up 
and deliver them where needed. I have found it to be  

Leadership Transition 

President Hill lead a discussion at the last board 
meeting concerning leadership transition.  He has 
been president since the inception of the club 
where CMW is now one the largest and most suc-
cessful clubs in the nation. The scope of his 
chores has become a more than a full time job, so 
he is seeking ways of offloading some responsi-
bilities.  (See Bill Davin below).  Thus  bylaw 
changes which increase the number of board 
members, creation of committees with chairmen 
and leadership transition issues were discussed.  
Stay alert for upcoming bylaw changes which 
will be voted upon at our December meeting! 

Bill Davin—Information Officer 

Bill Davin has volunteered to be the club’s infor-
mation officer.  He is the person to whom you 
should e-mail, write or phone with news of meet-
ings, wood availability, or any other news you 
wish to disseminate to the membership.   

President’s Message October, 2002 
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 New Website Features from Webmaster 
Paul Vonk 

 
Officers and Directors of 

 Carolina Mountain Woodturners 
 
President:               John Hill  828-645-6633                           
                                   hill2@mindspring.com 
Vice President:      Warren Carpenter 864-882-0418 
           Warren@Carpenterbuilt.com 
Treasurer:   Bill Pate  423-926-2948 
                                     bpate83133@aol.com 
Secretary:   Jack Edmonston 828-298-0306 
                                            Jledmo@aol.com 
Directors:   Bill Davin 828-894-5805 
                                      billdavin@starband.net 
   Bob Fisher 828-255-0099 
                                          lynrobert@aol.com 
   Lee Holt  828-298-3403 
                                       SeeSueLee@aol.com 
   Ray Jones 828-298-6707 
                                     RDwdcrafts@aol.com 
   Carlos Kennedy  828-697-1203 
                                            Carlosk@ioa.com 
   Jim McPhail  828-628-0031 
                                          McWood@aol.com 
   Paul Vonk          
                                            Paul@intrepid.net 

   * The third menu section, Utilities, has several 
useful options: New Messages allows you to select 
which new messages to display. Keyword Search 
will search all the message for keywords.  Contact 
will send email to the moderators, presently Bill 
Davin and Paul Vonk.  Edit Profile allows you to 
change user information.  The advantage of having a 
login allows your contact information to automati-
cally be filled in when you post a message.  It will 
also allow you to automatically be sent an email 
telling you if someone responded to your message. 
Currently, if you desire a login, you must contact 
Bill or Paul. 

When writing your messages, please use the same 
courtesy that you would show when speaking face-
to-face with someone. Flames, insults, and personal 
attacks will not be tolerated. It's fine to disagree 
strongly with opinions, ideas, and facts, but always 
with respect for the other person. Great minds do 
not always think alike, and that's where the fun is! 
Also, note that messages express the thoughts of the 
writers, not the club, the board or its moderators.  

CMW logo shirts will be available during the lunch 
break at our next meeting.  See Warren Carpenter (e-

mail address is below) for details. 

A discussion forum (also known as a message board 
or bulletin board) has been added to the web site!  
Web users can now post and read messages and re-
spond to questions or comments that others have 
posted.  Now club members can easily notify other    
members about free wood, symposiums and competi-
tions and  share the wealth of knowledge that our 
members posses. 
 
To access, click on the Message Board link from the 
contents frame on the main page or go to 
http://www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org/discus. 
 
Messages are organized by groups.  There are cur-
rently six groups:  System Announcements, Test Mes-
sages, Woodturning Competitions, Woodturning 
Symposium Announcements, Free Wood Announce-
ments, and Woodturning Questions.  New groups will 
be added when requested. 
   * System Announcements contains messages 
about web site upgrades, problems and planned out-
ages. Only system operators can post messages to this 
group.   
   * Test Messages is a place to play and learn how 
the Message Board works.  Feel free to post test mes-
sages and replies. 
    * The other four groups, Woodturning Competi-
tions, Woodturning Symposium Announcements, 
Free Wood Announcements, and Woodturning 
Questions, are for club members and any web users 
to post information concerning competitions, sympo-
siums and offers of free wood, and questions about 
woodturning, techniques shown in the Mountain Gal-
lery or what gouge, wood, or finish the last demon-
strator 
used. 
 
When you point your browser to the Message Board, 
a Main Menu is on the left and the groups are on the 
right in the larger frame.  
   * The first menu section, Discussion Topics, allows 
you to organize the messages by new messages 
posted during the  Last Day or Last Week and also 
displays a Tree View when that menu item is clicked. 
   * The second menu section, Documentation, gives 
useful information on Getting Started, tips on Format-
ting your message (ie using bold, underling, etc), and 
Troubleshooting if your message doesn't appear.  



CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

CMW Monthly Meetings 
 
 The Chapter meets on the third 
Saturday of each month from 10 AM to 4 PM 
at the Folk Art Center on the historic Blue 
Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382. 
 W e  h o s t  a  w o o d t u r n i n g 
demonstration (every month except 
September) in the Center’s auditorium at no 
charge for the day-long demonstration. 
 Over the past two years, CMW has 
proudly hosted the following demonstrators from 
around the world: Rodger Jacobs, Bill Johnston, 
Brad Packard, Ray Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael 
Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, Mark 
Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, Betty Scarpino, 
Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex 
Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois Escoulen, 
Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard 
Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim 
McPhail, Ray Key,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David 
Ellsworth,  Jean Francois Escoulen and Mick 
O’Donnell. 
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UPCOMING DEMONSTRATORS 

October – Larry Hasiak – Florida 
November – Alan Lacer – Wisconsin 

December – Elvie Jackson – North Carolina 
January – Dave Hout – Ohio 

February – Dennis Liggett – Colorado 
March – Binh Pho – Illinois 
April – Al Stirt – Vermont 

May – Gary Sanders – Texas 
June – Michael Lee – Hawaii 

July – Chris Ramsey – Kentucky 
August – Pat Matranga – Tennessee 

September – Auction 
October – Bruce Hoover – Virginia 

November – Christian Burchard – Oregon 
December – Nelson Cassinger - Nev 

If you received a printed copy of this newsletter in the 
mail and do not need it mailed because you can read it 

on our web site, please e-mail Lloyd Rothouse, the news-
letter editor, so I can remove your name from the mail-

ing hard copy list.  Thanks.  Lrothouse183@cs.com 


