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July Demonstrator Jean Francois Escoulen  

Multi-axis  Turning 

 Our previous opportunity to observe 
Jean-Francois was one year ago. He returned 
today to again demonstrate his multi-axis turn-
ing technique that portrays his world renowned 
talent.  A native of Southern France,  he began 
spindle turning with his father, progressing to 
hollow turnings and then his present multi-axis 
technique which he has perfected to the ulti-
mate.  For most of us it would appear that what 
he turns is nearly impossible - however, his 
work appears effortless and nearly routine.  He 
has taught around the world and his pieces are 
found in the finest collections.  He has devel-
oped numerous tools including the Escoulen 
Chuck, face plate, and the spindle turning Be-
dane.  During the past month he has taught two 
weekly sessions at Arrowmont. 

 Jean-Francois' demonstration began 
with a wonderful slide show covering about fif-
teen years of his work.  He showed his spindle 
work, small boxes and then his multi-axis work 
with magnificent details.  His work cannot be 
placed into any one category:  it is old, present 
and futuristic.  It is serious but, at times, bor-
ders on humorous. 

Following the slide show Jean-Francois showed 
the use of the Bedane in spindle turning.  He 
uses the corners of the tool - either the left or 

right at any one 
time.  He turns 
quite rapidly 
and the tool 
rest is centered  
above the mid-
line of the 
work piece.  
The tool is 
used with the 
bevel up and 
the flat surface 
as the bevel.          
He turned a 
very delicate 
piece using the 
5mm Bedane.  

One end was turned as a number 2 morse taper.   

Continued on page 2 



A live center was used in the tail-stock.  A very 
small finial was turned with the tail-stock re-
moved and only the morse taper used.  The piece 
was supported with the right hand to control vi-
bration and the tool used with the left hand.   
 Next a large 24 inch piece was turned.  
This was a laminated piece and was turned into a 
table leg.  The large Bedane was used to define 
details of the piece.  When using the Bedane 
nearly all shavings are directed back toward the 
turner.  A large roughing gouge was then used to 
round the piece.  The width of the various turned 
areas is defined by the size of the Bedane used.  
It was of interest to note that Jean-Francois cov-
ers the Bedane with his hand  to prevent shavings 
from hitting his face.  By using the Bedane he 
creates a surface that requires very little final fin-
ishing.  He turns a full size table leg in about ten 
minutes.  A full length  tool rest is used to save 
time moving it. 

 Third, an off-center, multi-axis turning 
was done.  Opposite end corners were placed in 
tail and head stocks.  Jean-Francois began turn-
ing in the center of the piece using the Bedane.  
There was little vibration of the piece because 
both ends were of the same weight.  The axis was 
then changed to the center of each end and a sec-
ond cut made on the right side.  The third and 
final cut was made with the axis opposite from 
the first.  The cut was again made to the right 
side of the piece.  A flat live center is better than 
a pointed one to avoid splitting the piece, espe-
cially when the axes are at the edges of the piece. 

   Fourth, a somewhat larger piece was 
used.  The axis was between  opposite corners 
and the "V" cut made.  The axis was then 
changed six more times along a diagonal to 
achieve the final form.  Jean-Francois prefers to 
use one or two diagonals for axis selection to 
achieve the most pleasing forms.  He stressed 
that finishing the cuts as smooth as possible was 
essential because hand sanding the "V" grooves 
was difficult and time consuming.  This was done 
with the shallow gouge and then completed with 
the Bedane.                Continued on Page 4           
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 Carolina Mountain Woodturners has been 
invited to participate in the “Wood Day” activi-
ties at the Folk Art Center on Saturday, August 
10th. The Southern Highland Craft Guild has this 
event each year where members of the Guild that 
are wood artists, come and demonstrate for the 
public. There will be carvers, furniture makers, 
box makers, toy makers, and of course woodturn-
ers. We will have our lathe and several of our 
members are going to bring midi or mini lathes. 
If you would like to participate and demo a sim-
ple project, please let me know. Also let me 
know if you could bring a small lathe. We had a 
huge crowd last year. It is always fun to show 
kids how we turn. You could turn some simple 
objects and give them to the kids.   

 Don Rose has come forward and agreed 
to head up our development committee. It will be 
his duty to seek out grant money and donations to 
allow us to bring our great demonstrations to all 
woodturners and the public at no charge. Don has 
served the club in many ways; not the least of 
which was building and donating the new library 
cabinet. Don’s efforts are greatly appreciated. 
Carolina Mountain Woodturners is an approved 
501 c-3 non-profit educational charitable organi-
zation. If you are able to make a tax-deductible 
donation to help us continue our endeavors, Don 
will be glad to accept your generous donation.
 Our secretary, Jack Edmonston tells me 
that we have now grown to 220 members.  Our 
growth seems to be accelerating as our members 
bring friends that are interested in wood and the 
visitors see how we have our meetings and join. 
They in turn introduce more new turners to our 
meetings and on it grows.  We are already one of 
the 5 largest clubs in the country and when we 
pass 250 members, we will be the largest. 

 It is now time for you to step forward and 
offer to help with the refreshment committee: 
Millie Young, Wanda Pate and Marilyn Jones 
have been bringing the refreshments since we 
first formed in December 1999.  They have 
agreed to continue through December but have 
asked to be relieved.                     Continued on page 5 

Predident’s Message from John Hill 
Escoulen continued from page 1 
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Carolina Mountain Woodturners  

July Gallery Continued 

 Afternoon Demonstration:  this began 
with multi-axis candlestick turning.  A large 
piece was used which made it more difficult 
due to the distance from the wood when turn-
ing.  A V-cut was made in the center and a bead 
formed with V's on either side.  These were fin-
ished with the Bedane.  Opposite corners were 
then chosen and a second V-cut made to the 
right of the bead and a third to the left of the 
bead.  Up to this point two axes were used.  The 
top of the piece was completed using the gouge.  
A band saw would have saved time cutting 
away the large areas.  A third axis was then  
chosen near the second one in order to turn the 
base.  After sanding,  Jean-Francois applies 
Danish oil and finishes with buffing. 

 The second and major portion of the af-
ternoon demo was devoted to turning a box us-
ing the Escoulen Chuck.  The piece was 
rounded using the large roughing gouge.  The 
Bedane was then used to form the bottom of the 
box and the lid.  A taper was turned on the left 
end to fit into the 40mm Escoulen Chuck.  The 
design of the chuck and its use was discussed.  
[The Escoulen Chuck is quite unique.  It at-
taches to the head stock as does any other 
chuck.  Similarities, however, end at this point.  
The chuck can accept several ball shaped in-
serts of various sizes.  These accept the taper 
turned on the work piece.  Once the taper is in-
serted into the chuck various angles can be 
achieved for the multi-axis turning without 
changing centers.  In addition to the inserts a 
faceplate has been developed that also fits into 
the chuck and can be adjusted to various an-
gles.]  The piece was fixed in the chuck and the 
lid and bottom separated with a saw.  The base 
of the box was hollowed using a ball end mill 
two flute 3/8 inch.  Then a Sorby scraper was 
used to smooth the interior.  The entire base 
was sanded and the interior was coated with 
shellac using a paper towel.  Cloth should not 
be used to avoid finger damage.  Once finishing 
was completed a new axis of 10 degrees was set 
on the Escoulen Chuck.  It was stressed that the 
cove and the solid base must be lined up to give 
the effect of a pleasing, sweeping curve. 

Escoulen continued from page 2 

 

 

Know of anyone giving develop-
ment grants for art education?  

Interested in helping on the 
Grant and Development commit-

tee? 

Contact Don Rose at donrose-
wood@charter.net 
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It is only fair that  someone else share this task.  
Your responsibilities would be to use the money 
that is donated for refreshments to go to the store 
a couple of days before a meeting and purchase 
the necessary cakes, munchies, coffee, and paper 
goods and bring them to the meeting. You would 
make the coffee in our large coffeepot and clean 
the pot after the meeting. You could agree to help 
with this job for several months.  Everyone in the 
club should do some job to help make us the best. 
It is not fair for only a few to do all of the work. 
Please see or contact me so that we will still be 
able to have refreshments in the future. 

 In July, we were treated to another great 
demonstration by the world famous woodturner, 
Jean-Francois Escoulen from France. His demo 
was superb and the video of his demo is available 
from our library. He will teach a two week 
“Master Class” for turners with intermediate to 
advanced skills at Arrowmont in Gatlinburg in 
the summer of 2004. Be sure and keep an eye out 
for this class.  This month we will be treated to a 
great day of turning by none other than Michael 
O’Donnell from Scotland.  Michael literally 
wrote the book about “Turning Green Wood”. 
our usual 3rd Saturday. 

 He will tell us all about it from under-
standing wood to turning green wood into many 
forms. You will not want to miss this opportunity 
to spend a day with one of the world’s best turn-
ers and teachers. 

 Don’t forget to start getting your under 
used tools, wood, and some of your works to-
gether for our September “Tool and Art Auc-
tion”. There you will be able to free up a bunch 
of cash and be able to buy that tool or jig that you 
have been waiting on. Remember that in Septem-
ber, our meeting is on the 4th Saturday (the 28th), 
not on our usual 3rd Saturday. 

John Hill - President 

 

 

 He returned to initial axis was so that 
the base could be formed.  This was about 6 
degrees.  The base was then separated.  This 
gave a slight angle to the base - about 4 de-
grees.  The top of the box was then turned.  A 
tenon was turned and the top completed with 
the base attached.  The base was then removed 
and the lid hollowed, scraped and sanded.  A 
ball was then turned on the top of the lid.  This 
was achieved by turning a tenon to fit the lid.  
The axis was then changed 4 degrees and the 
ball turned off-center to create a depression in 
the ball to accept a long 1mm finial which Jean-
Francois turned.  Several off-sets were turned at 
2 degree changes to create the top of the finial. 
This was inserted into the pre-drilled hole in the 
ball and the piece completed. 

                All I can add to this demo is that what 
Jean-Francois Escoulen does is truly remark-
able.  As John Hill stated, "He is the world's 
foremost multi-axis turner."  This demo was 
very detailed and trying to describe it somewhat 
difficult.  The video tape of the demo will be 
available at the August meeting.                      
            Bob Gunther 

The Mountain Woodturner Is available online at  

www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org 

Please save the club the costs of printing and mailing 

 by using it! 

If you are having problems with the link, downloading or 
printing please e-mail: 

Paul Vonk, Web Manager—paul@intrepid.net 

Lloyd Rothouse, newsletter editor—Lrothouse183.cs.com 

John Hill, President—hill2@mindspring.com 
Walt Moody, guru—Moody_J-W@man.com 

President’l Message Continued from page 2. Escoulen continued from page 4 



CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

CMW Monthly Meeting 
 The Chapter meets on the third 
Saturday of each month from 10 AM to 4 PM 
at the Folk Art Center on the historic Blue 
Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382. 
 W e  h o s t  a  w o o d t u r n i n g 
demonstration (every month except 
September) in the Center’s auditorium at no 
charge for the day-long demonstration. 
 Over the past two years, CMW has 
proudly hosted the following demonstrators 
from around the world: Rodger Jacobs, Bill 
Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray Key, Rude 
Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, 
John Jordan, Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don 
Olson, Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney 
Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex Burningham, Trent 
Bosch, Jean-Francois Escoulen, Soren Berger, 
Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, 
Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim McPhail, 
Ray Key,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ells-
worth and Jean Francois Escoulen. 
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Demonstration Schedule:  Be sure to check the web site 
 for links to the artists below! 
2002 
August  Michael O’Donnell (Scotland) 
Sept  Auction (4th Saturday of month) 
Oct  Larry Hasaik (Florida) 
Nov  Alan Lacer (Wisconsin) 
Dec  Elvie Jackson (North Carolina) 
 
2003 
Jan   Dave Hout (Ohio) 
Feb  Dennis Liggett (Colorado) 
March  Binh Pho  
April  Al Stirt (Vermont) 
May  Chris Ramsey (Kentucky) 
Oct  Bruce Hoover (Virginia) 

Officers and Directors of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 

President:  John Hill Vice President:  Warren Carpenter 

Treasurer:  Bill Pate          Secretary:  Jack Edmonston 

Directors:  Bill Davin, Bob Fisher, Lee Holt, Ray Jones, Carlos 
Kennedy, Jim McPhail, and Paul Vonk. 


