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Dennis Liggett—Turning With a Twist 
  Dennis is from 
Northwest Missouri.  Af-
ter college he worked in  
marketing with IBM.  Af-
ter retiring, he began 
selling his woodturnings 
in galleries and at art 
fairs throughout the Mid-
west.  Dennis has stud-
ied under Allan Batty, 
Stuart Mortimer Ray Key, 
Nick Cook and Richard 
Raffen both in the U.S. 
and England.  His work has been showcased in na-
tional and international magazines.  Currently he is 
establishing a woodturning school in Monument, 
Colorado.  Dennis brings to us unique approaches 
to both twist work and traditional turning techniques. 
 Dennis began his demonstration with the 
following remarks:  Oh!  Did you know that John 
Hill died and went to heaven where he met two 
other guys?  Together they were greeted by St. 
Peter who welcomed them but also warned 
them.  The warning was simply – Do not step on 
a duck!  Unfortunately, the following day one of 
John’s new friends stepped on a duck.  Immedi-
ately the ugliest woman was hand-cuffed to him 
for eternity.  This really caused John to be very 
careful not to step on a duck.  Later that day his 
other friend stepped on a duck and the same 
thing happened.  He too was attached to a very 
ugly woman – again, for all eternity.  Now John 
was really careful.  Suddenly, however, the most 
beautiful woman became attached to John.  He 
said to her, “What happened?  I didn’t step on a 
duck.” She replied, “I DID!” 
 Back to basics:  Dennis gave a brief over-
view of the demonstration.  It consisted of three 
parts.  First, a twisted stem goblet would be turned.  
Second, a pepper-mill would be turned.  Third, a 
bristle brush handle would be turned. 

 Goblet:  The stem 
was formed from a one-half 
inch piece of cocobolo.  
Dennis is sensitive to the 
rose woods so he uses ivy 
block to protect his skin.  He 
placed the piece in the head-
stock chuck. He then formed 
a “V” on the other end.  He 
then bored a hole the length 
of the stem with a gun boring 
bit with compressed air go-

ing through it.  The compressed air kept the bit and 
the wood cool.  This permitted the bit to stay cen-
tered and kept the chips away from the bit point.  
The bit had a V-groove which permitted the chips to 
be blown out.  Dennis used a three-sixteenth bit.  
He removed the cocobolo and replaced it with a 
piece of holly between centers.  This was then 
turned into a three-sixteenths diameter dowel rod.  
Dennis applied just enough pressure with the tail-
stock so that it revolved.  He removed the edges of 
the holly with a straight skew.  Diameters were con-
stantly measured with calipers so that  the dowel fit 
precisely into the hole previously drilled into the 
goblet stem.  If the live center slowed down then 
more pressure was applied.  As the dowel was 
turned it was supported by his fingers.  [It is impor-
tant to have a very sharp tool.]  To check dowel size 
the tailstock was removed and the cocobolo stem 
was fitted over the holly dowel.  Dennis did not re-
move the holly from the chuck because it is very 
difficult to achieve center when returned to the 
chuck.  Dennis then used thick super glue to glue 
the holly dowel into the cocobolo stem.  He tried to 
cover the entire dowel with the glue to prevent weak 
areas.  He then turned the entire stem round to 
three-eighths inch diameter.  Again the straight 
skew was used – very sharp – and always pointed 
in the direction of the cut.  Dennis then sanded the 
stem and formed one-quarter inch tenons on both 
ends to be attached to the goblet top and base. 
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 The top and the base of the goblet were then turned.   A three inch diameter piece of cocobolo was 
used.  It was placed in the chuck and no tailstock was used.  Dennis roughed out the upper outer portion of 
the goblet.  He then formed a “V” in the goblet so that a hole could be drilled with the gouge – thus starting 
the interior of the goblet.  It was then hollowed to the desired depth.  The deepest part was hollowed with a 
larger one-half inch gouge to give better support on the tool rest.  Dennis completed the interior with a 
scraper.  He then sanded the inside.  Dennis uses wax or water on his paper to keep the heat reduced and 
thus preventing cracking.  The outside of the goblet was completed.  Dennis then taped the rim of the goblet 
with three layers of tape to protect it when later rechucked. 
 Dennis then formed the bottom of the goblet with a bead to later accept the stem.  This bead 
matched the bead on the bottom of the goblet top.  The base was then sanded.  The base of the goblet was 
made a little smaller in diameter than the top which gives a more pleasing effect.  The base was undercut so 
that it appeared above the resting surface and not part of it.  A one-quarter inch hole was drilled into the bead 
on the top of the base.  This was done to accept the one-quarter inch tenon on the stem.  Before drilling a “V” 
groove was made to establish the center.  This completed the morning session except for two more com-
ments by Dennis: 

 First, did you know that the quarter has 119 ridges on the edge?  And 
 Second, it is illegal to tie a giraffe to a light pole in Atlanta? 

 The afternoon session began with the gluing of the top and base of the goblet to the stem.  It is im-
portant that all centers be aligned.  Dennis then described the grid layout of the spiral twist to be formed on 
the stem.  Four lines were drawn along the length of the stem.  The four quadrants of the chuck determined 
where the lines were drawn.  They were equal distance from each other.  The stem was then marked in one-
half inch increments.  This then formed the grid pattern.  A one-eighth inch flexible tile cutting rasp was used 
to file from line to line as Dennis slowly rotated the piece by hand – thus creating a spiral line along the length 
of the stem. A second spiral line was formed creating a series of “X’s.”  Then, through the already made rasp 
groove larger files were used to expand the groove.  This was continued until the white holly wood was ex-
posed in a spiral pattern along the length of the stem.  A chain saw file was then used straight across the 
stem to take away the sharp edges of the grooves.  Dennis then angled the chain saw file to further round off 
the edges.  The stem was then sanded – both in the grooves and on top of the ridges.  The base was then 
parted off and will be lacquered at a later date.  This completed the twisted stem goblet. 
 Pepper-mill:  The pepper-mill was begun using a three inch thick piece of oak about 
12 inches long.  It was placed between centers and rounded with a roughing gouge.  The head-
stock end was cleaned up.  The actual pepper-mill mechanism was used as a guide in laying 
out distances on the piece.  A tenon was formed on both ends of the piece to hold in the chuck.  
The piece was parted into the top and bottom of the mill. The base of the mill was placed in the 
chuck and a one inch hole drilled through the entire length.  It was drilled from both directions.  
The bottom tenon was then turned away.  The opening in the bottom was enlarged to a depth 
of one-half inch so that the bottom of the mill mechanism could be fitted in place.  The bottom 
of the mill was removed from the chuck and replaced by the top of the mill.  A tenon was 
formed so that it could be jam chucked into the bottom.  The entire piece was then trued up 
and the tenon removed from the top.  The shape of the top was then formed making the bead 
and coves.  A tenon was then formed of one inch diameter on the bottom.  The bottom was 
placed in the tailstock and shaping was finalized with the top attached. The bottom was then 
sanded.  A five-sixteenth hole was drilled in the top and the top formed to match the shape of the center part 
of the bottom. The top was parted off.  The remaining piece was hollowed so that the top piece could be jam 
chucked into it and the top completed. The mill mechanism was then inserted and the pepper-mill completed. 

 Brush Handle:  The final phase of the demonstration consisted of turning a 
soft maple brush handle.  Each club member was given two bristle brushes to take 
home and make handles for each before our March meeting.  These will be photo-
graphed and the pictures sent to the donator of the brushes.  This may provide him 
with design ideas.  These brushes are used in the flour industry.  They create no static 
and are excellent computer and photographic brushes. 
 A Forstner bit was used in the drive center to drill a five-eighths inch hole.  It 
can also be used as a drive center.  The piece was then rounded.  It was reversed 
and a maple live center with a five-eighths inch nub used as a jam chuck.  Details of 
the brush handle were defined, sanded and parted off.  The brush was set in the han-
dle using thick super glue.  The handle was buffed to give it a satin shine.  This com-

pleted the brush and the demonstration. More detailed aspects of this demonstration can be found in the ed-
ited tape which will be available in April 2003.                Bob Gunther 
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President’s message March 2003 

I hope that we do not need to address the “Snow” 
problem again this year but wanted to let everyone 
know the procedures.  If you believe that there could 
be a snow problem in Asheville on a meeting date, 
before you leave home check our web page mes-
sage board at 

 www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org. 

For those of you without computers, have a friend 
check for you.  For all members with email (that has 
been provided to Bill Davin) you will receive an 
email notifying if there is a cancellation.  For those 
of you that come to the Folk Art Center from Inter-
state 40, please be aware that the Park Service may 
close the Parkway at US 74 which is exit #53 on 
I40.  They almost always keep it open from Hwy 70 
to the Folk Art Center.  Exit #55 on I40 will take you 
to US 70 where you go west 1 mile to access the 
Parkway. If you want to confirm if the Parkway is 
open, call 828-298-0398.  

 

 Last month our demonstrator, Dennis Liggett 
asked for a short tool rest. Only a long one came 
with the Stubby lathe. During the lunch break, 
Bruce Willever went home and made one and do-
nated it to the club. That man knows how to volun-
teer. Thanks Bruce! 

 

 Last month we had 3 more members join or renew 
as “Sponsors” at the $100 level. They are Dan 
Kurkendall, David Mayfield, and Stanley Stock-
dale. Look for the side bar titled “Above and Be-
yond” to see the other members that have donated 
more than the minimum to be able to allow us to 
bring the world’s best demonstrators free for all, 
even the general public.  Remember that your do-
nations are tax deductible.  If you would like to 
remember Carolina Mountain Woodturners in your 
will, please talk to me and I will help you with the 
necessary language.  Be sure and tell your family of 
your desires. As we build an endowment, your gifts 
can provide education to others forever. 

 

 Last December we applied to the AAW for an Edu-
cational Opportunity Grant. I just received a letter 
advising us that we have been awarded $687.50 to 
help support our professional demonstrator program 
for 2003.  They want us to write a short article for 
the AAW Journal on how we used it. If you would 
like to help me with that chore, please see me. 

 

 On a very sad note, Carolina Mountain Woodturner 
member Jim Scully of Asheville died from a mas-
sive heart attack. Jim and his partner, Jack Queen, 
another CMW member, operated Asheville Preci-
sion Machine and Rebuilding, Inc. They donated pin 
chucks to our raffle and helped many members with 
special tools. Jim will be sorely missed.  Since we 
are such a broadly scattered group, if you know of a 
member who is sick or dies, please let me know so 
that I can share with all our members. 

 

 One way that we are first introduced to new turners 
in our area is through public service announcements 
that Judy Broussard faxes out to the many news-
papers in our region each month.  We know that we 
don’t know all of the papers in the region.  You 
could help us get the word out to more turners if you 
would call your local paper and get their Fax 
number for public service announcements and 
send Judy an email at PerrynJudy@cytechcis.net 
giving her the Fax phone number.  It will be a big 
help. 

 

 Our demonstrator this month will be Binh Pho from 
Illinois. After the Vietnam War ended in 1975, Binh 
tried to escape and on his 4th attempt he and 38 
companions floated to safety after 7 days in a small 
boat. He settled in the US in 1979. He continued his 
education and after graduation, pursued a profes-
sional career. Binh is one of the most creative 
wood artists in the world today. He will show us 
thin turning and piercing with high-speed carvers.  
This demonstration is a must to see. I hope that you 
can be there. 

 

 John Hill - President   
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Membership Renewal Notice 
Carolina Mountain Woodturners, Inc. 

To renew your membership, please fill out this form and return with your tax-deductible check to 
Carolina Mountain Woodturners, P.O. Box 16606, Asheville, NC 28806. 
Check one of the following: 
_____Individual Member $25                 _____Family Members $35                ______Supporter $100 
_____Sponsor $500                _____Patron $1,000 
 
 Please print clearly: 
Your Name______________________________ Spouses Name__________________ 
Your Address____________________________________________________________ 
Your Phone #______________________      Email_______________________________ 

Demonstration Schedule:    
 

 March ‘03       Binh Pho (Illinois) 
 April ‘03         Al Stirt (Vermont) 
 May ‘03    Gary Sanders (Texas) 
 June ‘03              Michael Lee (Hawaii) 
 July ‘03    Chris Ramsey (Kentucky) 
 Aug ‘03               Pat Matranga (Tennessee) 
 Sept  ‘03             Auction 
 Oct ‘03    Bruce Hoover (Virginia) 
 Nov ‘03    Mark St. Leger (Virginia) 
 Dec  ‘03    Nelson Cassinger  (Nevada) 
 March ‘04    Lyle Jamieson (Michigan) 
 June ‘04    Alain Mailland (France) 
 July ‘04    Christian Burchard (Oregon) 

Above and Beyond  
The following CMW Members have 
joined or donated at higher support 
levels 

Patron $1,000: John Hill 

Sponsor $500: Ed Anderson, Leon Gallo       
way, and Lloyd Rothouse 

Supporter $100:  Bill Crum,Lee El-
dredge, Bob Gunther, Carlos Kennedy, Dan 
Kurkendall, Fred Lindsay, David Mayfield, 
Doug Nesbitt, Bill Pate, Don Rose, Stanley 
Stockdale, Lyn Sutton, and Victoria Wells. 

  
Officers and Directors of Carolina Mountain Woodturners 
 
President:         John Hill      828-645-6633  hill2@mindspring.com 
Vice President:     Warren Carpenter      864-882-0418     Warren@Carpenterbuilt.com 
Treasurer:             Bill Pate      423-926-2948        bpate83133@aol.com 
Secretary      Joe Ruminski      828-628-1738 kc4yli@bellsouth.net 
Directors:              Bill Davin        828-894-5805            billdavin@polk.skyrunner.net 
                    Jack Edmunston     828-298-0306 jledmo@aol.com 
       Bob Fisher       828-255-0099           lynrobert@aol.com 
                    Lee Holt      828-298-3403            SeeSueLee@aol.com 
                    Ray Jones      828-298-6707 RDwdcrafts@aol.com 
                    Carlos Kennedy           828-697-1203           Carlosk@ioa.com 
                    Jim McPhail                 828-628-0031         McWood@aol.com 
                   Paul Vonk                                       pvonk@alltel.net 
       Lloyd Rothouse     828-678-9183 lloydr@ccvn.com 
       



CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

The Chapter meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10 AM to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on the 
historic Blue Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382.  We host a woodturning demonstration (every 
month except September) in the Center’s auditorium at no charge for the day-long demonstration.  Over the 
past two years, CMW has proudly hosted the following demonstrators from around the world: Rodger 
Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, 
Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex 
Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard 
Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim McPhail, Ray Key,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ellsworth,  
Jean-Francois Escoulen  Mick O’Donnell, Larry Hasiak , Alan Lacer, Elvie Jackson, Dave Hout and Dennis 
Liggett. 


