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There once was a Woodturner from far away 

Saskatchewan. This particular man came from Saskatoon, a city in 

central Saskatchewan, Canada, on the South Saskatchewan River. 

Residents of Saskatoon are called Saskatonians. The lack of 

surrounding mountainous topography gives the city a relatively flat 

grid, though the city does sprawl over a few hills and into a few 

valleys. Saskatoon is divided into east and west sides by the South 

Saskatchewan River.  

 

It was our fortunate pleasure to have as our 

demonstrator, this man who goes by the name of Michael Hosaluk.  

 

Michael, a craftsman, artist, designer, and educator, lives outside 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, with his wife Marilyn, and four children. 

Michael is internationally recognized as one of the world’s most 

creative “turners.” We understand this by the great demand for his 

teaching skills and for his work to be in exhibitions. He has lectured 

and demonstrated extensively throughout Canada, United States, Australia, New Zealand, Great 

Britain, and France. 

 

Michael is comfortable using any media that serves his purpose. His work covers a wide range of 

objects and materials ranging from functional vessels and furniture through to entirely sculptural 

pieces. 

 

He constantly challenges the limits of interpretation in woodturning. 

Therefore, his work displays a strong command of material used to 

explore exciting ideas. 

He retains close ties with tradition and simultaneously breaks free 

from those ties to explore entirely new directions. His work is 

humorous and elegant, possesses character and gesture, full of 

references to architecture, nature, and culture. Michael remains 

active in his community, freely sharing with others what he has 

learned, and is committed to creating a greater awareness of crafts in Canada and throughout the 

world. 

 

Clearly Michael has many, many talents 

and most likely there are more in the 

works. 

 



 

 

I will just highlight a very few of the things that Michael shared with the 

Carolina Mountain Woodturners on Saturday April 16 at the Folk art 

Center just off the Blue Ridge Parkway here in North Carolina. I want to 

mention if you missed this presentation you will not want to miss 

another one of Michael’s, as a matter of fact; you should not miss any of 

the future presentations of the others schedule for the rest of the year.   

 

Highlights/Quotes and Tips: 

Michael began by stating “I will share with you what I know.” His 

following statement was, “Every Demonstration has something new.” And “What matters is 

when you are done!”  

 Tip: “Making things to look like they belong, a natural extension of the pieces”  

 Tip: “Have FUN!” 

 Tip: “Push the wood, test your abilities” 

 Tip: “You never know where you will get ideas. Take things 

from different cultures.”  

  

Collaboration can be rewarding.  For example: A maker of boxes can 

work with a wood turner who makes Sphere or a Wood carver and a 

wood turner. “The round guy meets the square guy or the carver of 

animals, people ET…al. 

Artifacts taken from other cultures can lead to rewarding works for you. 

There never are any rules “Can’t Do it then challenge yourself and 

pay attention to others” 

 Tip: (Safety) “This machine (Lathe) kills people, other 

equipment only injures” 

 Tip:  As a Furniture maker where Michael got his start, he 

learned to hone your tools first. He discontinued this practice 

when he started wood turning, and has since reestablished the 

practice of honing his tools first.  

 Tip and observation: When making round objects like a ball, use a steel ring; i.e. 2 to 3 

inches in circumference and a quarter inch in thick as an 

excellent gauge for checking the roundness of the object. 

  

He demonstrated how to make a ball and a ladle. Some of the 

techniques include bending the handles using a microwave oven and 

homemade forms. Much too much to write about in this article. Get 

the DVD from the CMW library when it becomes available. 

Michael mentioned that his son is the maker and innovator of wood 

turning lathe tool handles.   He was the first person to 

develop the Non-Fixed tool handle. These handles can 

be ordered from most woodturning tool suppliers. 

 

 “Woodturners are good people to hang out with. Be 

with people that you like being with. They are open in 

sharing of their knowledge like no one else.”  



 

 

(No Truer statement made in all of my experience” Chris) 

All in all this has been another example of the great benefits of 

being a member of the CMW. If you aren’t a member, I suggest 

that you contact one of our members and find out about joining. If 

you are a member, bring a friend to the next CMW meeting and 

demonstration on May 21, 

2011 at the Folk Art Center. 

Check the website for details 

at  

http://carolinamountainwoodturners.org/members/login.html   

I hope is some way I have given you a few of my 

observations of what was a very rewarding experience. For the full 

story of the day’s demonstration, check out the DVD from the CMW 

library when it becomes available. 

 
 


