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Nick Cook 
 Nick Cook is a nationally 
known woodturner, living in Mari-
etta, Georgia, where he owns and 
operates his studio.  He grew up 
around his father’s woodworking 
equipment and became inter-
ested in the art of woodturning in 
the mid-70’s after several years in 
furniture design and manufacture.  
Nick is a founding member of the 
American Association of Wood-
turners.   He served six years on 
the board of directors, including 
one as vice president.  He 
teaches and lectures on various 
woodturning topics, has written 
articles for several woodworking 
magazines and produced three 
woodturning videos.  He employs a variety of 
woods, both domestic and exotic for his one-of-a-
kind pieces.  The primary materials he now uses are 
maple, cocobolo and tagua nuts.  Nick’s work is 
marketed in gift shops and galleries from coast to 
coast and is included in numerous corporate and 
private collections.  Nick’s website is: 
www.nickcookwoodturner.com 

  Nick began with a discussion of the skew.  
The key to success is for the bevel to support the 
cut.  When this is done you get an incredibly smooth 
cut.  Always place the tool against the tool rest with 
the end above the piece, then lower it, roll it into the 
piece in a shear cut, gentle position.  The left hand 
should touch the tool rest at all times.  Cutting 
should be done on the middle third of the skew.  
The edges of the skew should be rounded to protect 
the tool rest from being damaged by the HS steel 
tool.  The cutting edge of his skew is at a 20-degree 
grind. 

 Nick demonstrated a square pom-
mel on the piece of poplar previously 
placed between centers.  He used the 
long point of the tool.  The pommel cor-
ners were then rounded.  It is important to 
leave a uniformly clean surface; if not, the 
rougher surfaces will finish darker.  A “V-
cut” was then done.  It was formed by al-
ternately cutting on both sides of the V.  
Once a V is formed use the short point of 
the skew and roll it to form the cut.  Taking 
thin, delicate cuts gives you a better sur-
face.  A bead tool such as a Spindlemas-
ter can be used to do nearly everything a 
skew does.  To sharpen you simply hone 
the flat surface.  You should not use a 
grinding wheel. 

 The following projects were demonstrated 
in the 
m o r n i n g 
s e s s i o n :  
B u l b 
P l a n t i n g 
Tool, 
 

 Honey Dipper, Christmas 
Ornament, Snowman, Baby Rattle, 
and Spinning Top.  
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cocbolo; both use cork stoppers. 

 Lastly,  a laminated Peppermill was 
made.  The laminated board had been 
cut on an angle to give a unique effect 
when turning.  Tenons were placed on 
each end and one about one-third of 
the way up the piece.  The piece was 
then parted at the middle tenon.  A 
one-and-five-eighths inch hole was 

drilled about three-eighths inch in.  Then a one-and-
one-sixteenth inch hole was drilled about one-half inch 
deeper.  Then a one-inch hole had to be drilled all the 
way through the piece.  Nick’s drill bit was not long 
enough to go all the way and that is why a tenon was 
formed on both ends.  The piece was reversed and 
drilled from the other direction.  Before drilling the te-
non was removed and the surface flattened.  

 The smaller piece was then placed in 
the chuck and a tenon made to fit the one-inch hole in 
the larger piece.  The fit should not be tight because it 
needs to twist when you grind the pepper.  Next, a 
shallow hole was drilled into the tenon’s surface to 
accept a small metal turnplate.  Then a seventeen-
sixty-fourth inch hole was drilled all the way through 
the piece.  It was then removed from the chuck.  The 
mechanism was then placed in the peppermill and the 
depth measured on the top piece.  This was placed in 
the chuck and parted off at the measured depth.  This 
permits the rod to screw properly into the bottom 
piece.  

 A waste block was then placed on the 
screw chuck and a one and five-eighths inch tenon 
was formed.  The bottom piece was placed on the te-
non using the previously drilled shallow one-and-five-
eighths inch hole.  The remaining tenon on the bottom 
piece was then eliminated.  Both pieces were placed 
between centers (one 
in the chuck) and a 
bead was formed on 
the top piece using 
the gouge.  The lower 
portion of the bead 
was at the joint be-
tween the top and 
bottom of the pepper-
mill.  A bead was formed on the bottom piece begin-
ning at the joint.  The bottom was then shaped with 
the roughing gouge and sanded.  A urethane gel finish 
was used and the entire peppermill assembled. 

  This completed a busy, interesting 
and informative demonstration.  For further details, 
and there are many, the video will be available in the 
club library in February 2005.  Happy Turning! 
                 Bob Gunther 

  The 
afternoon session be-
gan with Nick making 
an angel (As shown 
and described in the 
winter 2004 “American 
Woodturner” – Vol. 19 
No. 4) from a 3x3x8 
inch round hard maple 

blank.  A tenon had been previously made and this 
was placed in the chuck.  The blank was then hol-
lowed in a cone shape configuration using the Berger 
tool (you could use the Martel Hook Tool).  A step was 
made in the opening so the piece could later be re-
chucked at that end.  The hollowing should be tapered 
because the final form of the angel will be conical.  
Once hollowed the outer surface of the piece was 
shaped.  The piece was then parted off.  That portion 
left in the headstock was used to turn a halo which 
was then parted off.  Before parting the halo should be 
sanded as much as possible. 

The angel’s body was then placed in the ex-
panding chuck.  Caution should be taken not to put 
too much pressure on the piece with the chuck.  After 
truing, the angel’s head was formed.  The head and 
body were sanded.  While in the chuck a three-eighth 
inch hole was drilled to insert the wings.  The piece 
was then removed from the chuck.  A screw chuck 
was then used with shims to shorten the screw.  A 5/4 
hard maple round piece was placed on the screw.  
Prior to turning two holes had been drilled into the ma-
ple disc.  These holes would later be used to delineate 
the two sides of the wing.  The piece was removed 
and a waste block placed on the screw chuck.  A te-
non was turned and the wing piece glued to it.  The 
wing was hollowed as if it were a small bowl.  It was 
then sanded.  Caution:  Be careful of the holes when 
sanding.  “They will getchyou!”  The wing base was 
then turned to three-eighths inch to fit into the hole 
that had been drilled into the angel’s body.  The wing 
was then placed on the body and the halo on the 
head.  Further refinement of the wings would be with a 
coping saw opening up the two previously drilled 
holes.   

Chattering was then discussed in response to 
several requests.  It is used only on end-grain hard-
wood.  It should be presented below center. The pres-
sure applied and the lathe speed are also factors.  
When chattering you need a smooth clean surface.  
When coloring do not apply much pressure with the 
Sharpie.  You can use a point tool to delineate areas 
of chatter work. 

 Two Bottle Stoppers were created, one of 
pine in the shape of a Christmas tree, the other of 
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   hope that each of you had a wonderful holi-
day and are ready to get back to “normal” if there is 
such a thing!  I enjoyed having my family home for the 
holidays, but am equally excited about getting more 
time back in the shop turning wood! 

  In December, CMW was treated to the 
“amazing” Nick Cook and many special little projects.  
Nick is a fabulous teacher who can turn wood as well 
as anyone I have ever seen.  Thank you Nick, for tak-
ing time and sharing with us the week before Christ-
mas. 

  Our demonstrator on January 15th will be 
Mark Gardner from North Carolina.  Mark studied 
under John Jordan at Arrowmont in 1996 and has 
since been back to assist and teach at Arrowmont.  
Mark’s work presently begins on the lathe and is fin-
ished with carving intricate surface patterns. Many 
things, besides the material, influence his work, in-
cluding the simple lines of Shaker furniture as well as 
the carved and painted surfaces of African shields 
and the beautifully detailed ceremonial war clubs of 
the Oceanic cultures.  Please come to this demo and 
learn from Mark’s techniques. 

  It is renewal time for membership in Caro-
lina Mountain Woodturners.  If you haven’t re-
newed, plan to do so as soon as possible.  Our mem-
bership dues are $25 single or $35 per family.  I 
would ask you to look at the value of membership and 
consider joining as a Supporter ($100), Sponsor 
($500), or a Patron ($1000).  Your contributions will 
help us bring in the best demonstrators in the world.  
CMW is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization.  
A very special thanks to the 11 that joined our 
group of “Supporters” and bring to 26 our total of very 
special people.  Ed Anderson, Robert Wolf, Paul 
and Susie O'Connell, Bill and Claudia Hyatt, Bob 
and Janet Pruitt, Jack and Jennifer Hastings, 
Leon Galloway, Richard Miller, Bill and Wanda 
Mae Pate, Glenn Winston, Bud and Pat Zalesky, 
A.S. Rogers, Ted Connors, Bob and Melissa Gunther, 
Arthur Mendelow, Ron Lane, Fred Lindsay, William 
Crum, Dan Polzien, Bill Rucker, Doug Nesbitt, Jim 

Kilton, Joyce and Lee Eldredge, Bob Heltman, Fred 
Ray, and Hanya Kandlis. 

  In December, we held our annual elections 
for the officers and directors of CMW.  For the first 
time ever, we had more candidates than positions 
and had a contested election.   

 Many thank to Lou and Jack Edmonston 
who spent an hour and a half counting all the votes. 

   Your officers for 2005 are as follows:  
Warren Carpenter, President; Joe Ruminski, Vice 
Pres.; Lloyd Rothouse, Treasurer; Lee Davidson, 
Secretary.   

 Directors are John Hill, Gary Bills, Jeff 
Davies, Bill Davin, Bob Gunther, Bob Heltman, 
Lee Holt, Ray Jones, Carlos Kennedy, John 
Lamacraft, Jim McPhail, Bill Pate, and Paul Vonk.  
Thanks to all that offered their time to serve.  The 
Board will be meeting in late January to layout plans 
for the future.  If you have any ideas for improve-
ment to CMW, please pass them along to a member 
of the board so that they may be considered at our 
meeting. 

  Coming off the Board of Directors this year 
are three very important members:  Bob Fisher, a 
founding member, former treasurer, raffle master, 
and logo apparel specialist.  Jack Edmonston, a 
founding member, former Vice President and Secre-
tary, a good man and an excellent woodturner.  And 
Jim Nunziato, the person “up in the booth” who 
controls the slides, lighting and most importantly the 
sound.  All of the members of CMW thank these 
three men, we are a great chapter because of the 
time and energy each has contributed and will con-
tribute in the future. 

  I look forward to seeing each of you at our 
meeting on the 15th of January.       Warren Carpen-
ter 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 WARREN  
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  PRESIDENT’S  

MESSAGE  
 JANUARY, 2005 



Please keep in mind that when you 
renew your membership in Carolina Moun-
tain Woodturners, Inc. you should also con-
sider joining our National organization, The 
American Association of Woodturners.  The 
chapter which has the most renewals will 
win a mini lathe and the renewing members 
will be eligible for a drawing to win a mini 
lathe for themselves. 

Joe Ruminski and Warren Carperter 
are soliciting ideas for projects and themes 

for our “hands on” workshops.  The last ses-
sion was very well received with 15 partici-
pants and some excellent comments from 

those who attended.  The next session will 
be held in Februray, 2005. 

Joe Ruminski got some great compli-
ments on our Carolina Mountain Woodturn-
ers hospice Christmas tree.  Klingspor pur-
chased it again this year.  Whoever created 
the color ply bells, please contact Joe Ru-
minski—someone loved them and wants to 
place an order with you! 

Any new members who want to pur-
chase Carolina Mountain Woodturners shirts 

with logos or who would like to have the 
club’s logo embroidered on their own shirts, 

please contact Bob Fisher.  
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Anyone interested in attending the 
AAW symposium, in Overland Park, Kansas 
in July, please contact Bob Gunther.  The 
theme is “Return to Oz.”  You can submit 
your work for  jury competition for the sym-
posium by having photos by March.  Any 
questions?  Please contact John Hill. 

By the way, remember you can get 
the members phone numbers and e-mail 

addresses on the web:  
www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org. 

 

  

Members page:  People, places and things…. 

Schedule of Demonstrators  

Jan. ‘05        Mark Gardner (North Carolina) 
Feb. ‘05       Warren Carpenter (South Carolina) 
March ‘05    Michael Mode (Vermont) 
April ‘05      Michael Hosaluk  (Saskatchewan) 
May ‘05       Merryl Saylan (California) 
June ‘05       David Nittman (Colorado) 
July ‘05        Todd Hoyer and Haley Smith (Arizona) 
Aug. ‘05       Jack Slenz (New Mexico) 
Sept. ‘05       Auction 
Oct.  ‘05       Marilyn Campbell (Ontario) 
Nov. ‘05       Clay Foster (Texas) 
Dec. ‘05       Myron Curtis (Virginia) 

Membership Renewal Form for Carolina Mountain Woodturners, Inc. for the 2005 year 

Last Name”____________________________First Name:______________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________________State:____________________Zip:__________ 

Phone:_________________________________E-mail:_________________________________ 

Spouse:_______________Date:________________Amount of Dues:______________________ 

Name for name tag:_________________Receive newsletter by e-mail________or Mail________ 

Current or previous careers/skills/education (to be a resource for club volunteer efforts_________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



December Instant Gallery 
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CAROLINA MOUNTAIN

Carolina Mountain Woodturners, an AAW Chapter, meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10 
AM to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on the historic Blue Ridge Parkway just South of mile marker 382.  We 
host a woodturning demonstration (every month except September) in the Center’s auditorium at no 
charge for the day-long demonstration.  Since our inception in December 1999, CMW has proudly hosted 
the following demonstrators from around the world: Rodger Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray 
Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, Mark Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson, 
Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-Francois 
Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim 
McPhail, ,  Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ellsworth, Mick O’Donnell, Larry Hasiak , Alan Lacer, Elvie Jack-
son, Dave Hout, Dennis Liggett,  Binh Pho, Al Stirt, Gary Sanders, Michael Lee, Chris Ramsey, Pat Ma-
tranga, Bruce Hoover, Nelson Cassinger, Mark Sfirri, J. Paul Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Jacques Vessery, Chris 
Stott, Alain Mailland, Christian Burchard, Michael Mocho, Andre Martel, Andi Wolfe and Nick Cook. 


