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 Ray Key Demonstrates 3rd Time April 8th 2006
Ray brought his many years of woodturning experience along 
with a grand sense of humor.  To show various ways of devel-
oping a platter, he turned a variety of beads and coves.  After 
showing the appearance of one style, he faced off that entire 
surface and developed another.  In one case he used undercut-
ting the rim from the inside.  Thus the rim inner edge cast a 
shadow over the bowl and gave a clear sense of depth that 
would change with different lighting angles.
   Next Ray chucked a dark piece of cherry about 2” square 
by 4” long, which was glued between two similar sized scrap 
pieces.  This piece was turned so that when the scrap pieces 
were removed the remainder had the shape of a flat banana 
and became an unusual top.  A small piece about 2” square and 
4” long was trued round, hollowed, & made into the bottom.
   Third, a 4” square about 2” thick was vacuum chucked and 
turned into a square cornered, bowl shaped, pagoda style top.  
Another bottom about 2” square and 4” long was trued round, 
hollowed, and  fitted to the pagoda style top. 
   Finally, he took a log of pear about 9” long and 5” diameter, 
and diligently turned it into a shapely vase.  Design, using the 
golden rule, was often mentioned.  Ray does his hollowing 
with a gouge, smoothing the inside with a large, heavy duty 
scraper.  It was a full day.  For precise details and Ray’s hand-
out, see Bob Gunther’s full write-up on our CMW website:                      
www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org.  
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Ray has developed a specially ground gouge (see inset above) 
with the right side (as seen from top) ground to a sharp straight 
edge...rather like a knife blade or upright skew.  This is used 
with the bevel below riding on the wood to carefully shave 
away fine ribbons of wood, producing a very smooth and even 
finish.  Ray’s viewpoint about tools has been to grind whatever 
shape he needs at the time.  You can “Google” his name and 
get many hits.  Here’s one: www.wgdc.org.uk/members/raykey

Some of the memorable comments Ray made: More is less...KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid) means keeping 
design simple.  Look at the grain, and let the wood suggest design.  With good design the eye is led through 
and along the surface of the piece.  There are many tools and approaches...as long as your method is SAFE 
and efficient, use it.  Ray made it CLEAR that he prefers a tool rest the top part of which angles toward the 
workpiece.  This allows him to enter more deeply when hollowing.  His finishes are often Danish oil, or lac-
quer and wax on lighter pieces.  Ray is one of the few grand masters with years of turning experience.  It was 
not just a learning experience, it was a memorable privilege and we hope repeated again one day.   

The AAW Lathe Safety Guidelines
ÑSafe, effective use of a wood lathe requires study and knowledge of procedures for using this tool. Read and thor-
oughly understand the label warnings on the lathe and in the owner's/operator's manual.
ÑAlways wear safety goggles or safety glasses that include side protectors and a full face shield when needed. 
ÑWood dust can be harmful to your respiratory system. Use a dust mask or helmet and proper ventilation (dust collec-
tion system) in dusty work conditions. Wear hearing protection during extended periods of operation.
ÑTie back long hair, do not wear gloves, loose clothing, jewelry or any dangling objects that may catch in rotating parts 
or accessories.
ÑCheck the owner/operator's manual for proper speed recommendations. Use slower speeds for larger diameter or 
rough pieces and increased speed for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. If the lathe is shaking or vibrat-
ing, lower the speed. If the workpiece vibrates, always stop the machine to check the reason.
ÑMake certain that the belt guard or cover is in place. Check that all clamping devices (locks), such as on the tailstock 
and toolrest are tight.
ÑRotate your workpiece by hand to make sure it clears the toolrest and bed before turning the lathe "on.”  Be sure that 
the workpiece turns freely & is firmly mounted. It is always safest to turn the lathe "off " before adjusting the tool rest.
ÑExercise caution when using stock with cracks, splits, checks, bark, knots, irregular shapes or protuberances.
ÑHold turning tools securely on the toolrest and hold the tool in a controlled but comfortable manner. 

ÑAlways use a slower speed when starting until the workpiece is balanced. This helps avoid the possibility of an unbal-
anced piece jumping out of the lathe and striking the operator.
ÑWhen running a lathe in reverse, it is possible for a chuck or faceplate to unscrew unless it is securely tightened on 
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WeAR A fAce shielD – AvoiD The sTeel TATToo
Reprinted courtesy Nutmeg Woodturners   www.nutmegwoodturners.com/NWT

On Sunday, February 19, I was working in the Turning Center with Buster Shaw, Jim McNamara and Dick Hoblitzell, 
roughing out bowls for the Bowl Fest.  I mounted a large piece of ash between a screw and the tailstock and, wearing 
a face shield and safety glasses, took off the edges of the piece, and then shaped the outside.  I turned the piece 
around, mounted it in a chuck, and, using an Ellsworth-style bowl gouge, smoothed the face then began hollowing the 
inside.  After getting a good start on the hollowing and seeing that the piece was well-balanced and securely chucked, 
I removed the face shield and continued deeper into the bowl. The accident happened a few minutes later, after I had 
finished a cut.  In an instant the cutting end of the gouge whacked me in the face; I was still holding the handle end and 
had no idea what had happened, but soon realized that my upper lip was badly cut.  Jim took me to the emergency room 
where I was stitched up then sent home.  The force of the blow was enough to knock teeth out, so it was fortunate that I 
came away with only a ‘bowl gouge mustache’.

The catch which sent the gouge flying probably happened 
because of some inadvertent movement of the tool, and 
the accident showed me that even when the work is going 
smoothly a minor slip can lead to injury, and in this case 
injury would have been prevented had I kept the face shield 
on.          Thanks to:  -  Richard Heys
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the lathe spindle.
ÑKnow your capabilities and limits. An experienced woodturner may be capable of techniques and procedures not 
recommended for beginning turners.
ÑWhen using a faceplate, be certain the workpiece is solidly mounted. When turning between centers, be certain the 
workpiece is secure.
ÑAlways remove the toolrest before sanding or polishing operations.
ÑDon't overreach, keep proper footing and balance at all times.
ÑKeep lathe in good repair. Check for damaged parts, alignment, binding of moving parts and other conditions that 
may affect its operation.
ÑKeep tools sharp and clean for better and safer performance. Don't force a dull tool. Don't use a tool for a purpose not 
intended. 
ÑKeep tools out of reach of children.
ÑConsider your work environment. Don't use lathe in damp or wet locations. Do not use in presence of flammable liq-

uids or gases. Keep work area well lit.
ÑStay alert. Watch what you are doing, use common sense. Don't operate tool when you are tired or under the influence 

of drugs or alcohol.
ÑGuard against electric shock. Inspect electric cords for damage. Avoid the use of extension cords.
ÑRemove chuck keys and adjusting wrenches. Form a habit of checking for these before switching on the lathe.
ÑNever leave the lathe running unattended. Turn power off. Don't leave the lathe until it comes to a complete stop.

http://www.nutmegwoodturners.com/NWT


   I am a retired Engineering Manager and worked 30 
years for the Cryovac Division of W. R. Grace where the 
majority of my time was spent in various R&D positions 
associated with the development of Packaging Systems.  
Due to the extensive travel associated with my job, both 
Domestic and Foreign, and raising four children I didn’t 
have a lot of time for woodworking or woodturning.  I 
retired in 1998 and began to take up the hobby of wood-
turning.  Prior to retirement I was always attracted to 
booths at Craft Fairs where turned wood pieces were on 
display.  I had owned a 
lathe for many years but 
never really knew how 
to turn anything out of 
wood; all my experi-
ence was with metal 
fabrication.
   In 1998 I took a two-
day turning class at the 
Thomas Chippendale 
School of Fine Furni-
ture, at that time located 
in Columbia, SC.  This 
was a basic bowl and 
spindle class, and this 
wetted my appetite for 
the wood lathe.
   My first lathe was 
an old Craftsman my 
second one was a 
hefty home made lathe 
capable of 18inch swing and 52 inch between centers.  
Tuning results were still minimal to say the least. In 
March of 2000 a group of fellow woodworkers, who were 
also members of the Greenville Woodworkers Guild, and 
I took a weeklong class at Arrowmont taught by Ray Key.  
This really put the wheels into motion.  I had and still 
have a small Delta midi lathe and the monster home made 
lathe.  Since then I have moved on to a Powermatic 4224 
on which I do most of my turnings. The Delta Midi is still 
used to do some small work and teach some of my 12 
Grandkids the fine art of woodturning.
   I have done mentoring for members of the Greenville 
Woodworkers Guild for the past five years. I began the 
mentoring in my home shop and continued mentoring 
at our Guild shop, which we opened in September three 
years ago.  We have three Jet 1442 Lathes equipped with 
Oneway chucks and all tools for use by our Guild Mem-
bers.

   Mentoring has become more and more important be-
cause of the joy I have experienced from woodworking 
and woodturning, and know that a little instruction goes a 
long ways toward making the hobby safe and enjoyable.
   Karl Kelly, one of our Guild members, introduced me to 
the Carolina Mountain Woodturners.  The benefit of my 
membership in this fine organization has prompted me to 
try most of the turnings that I do today.  From laminated 
bowls introduced by Jim McPhail, to Christmas Orna-
ments taught by Joe Ruminski, to natural edge bowls 

shown by Warren Carpen-
ter. These have all inspired 
me to try new things.
   Several of my turn-
ings are used as gifts. 
Have turned hundreds of 
pens and pencils.  More 
than a hundred of them 
were sent overseas to our 
troops though the Carolina 
Mountain Woodturners.
   Some of my greatest 
inspirations have come 
from the presenters at the 
Carolina Mountain Wood 
turners.  People like Jim 
McPhail, Nick Cook, Ray 
Key, David Ellsworth, 
Frank Penta and a host of 
others who inspired me 
during their presentations. 

These presenters have pushed me to try different things 
on the lathe.  My favorite items to turn seem to change 
with each new presenter at our meetings.
   My membership in the Carolina Mountain Woodturners 
has had a big influence on my turning abilities.
Woodturning has become a big part of my free time and I 
don’t know what I would do without my lathe.
   Some of my work was even featured in the August 
2005 issue of Fine Woodworking Magazine.
   I want to thank the many individuals who have 
made the Carolina Mountain Woodturners an excep-
tional group and an important part of my life, and I 
look forward to every monthly meeting.

My story by Jim Kilton
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President’s Points

by

Warren Carpenter

Warren with new video volun-
teer Jeremy Peterson (right).  
Jeremy, like other fine CMW  
members, has “stepped forth” 
to help.  In this case it was to 
man the video camera as we 
taped April’s demonstrator, 
world class woodturner 
             Ray Key.

My wife Adelaide and I have been building my new shop and our new home.  After hundreds of hours of 
sweat equity and little or no woodturning, we are moving in!  As a homebuilder, building custom homes has become 
routine and somewhat easy.  Building for myself, while running three businesses and while serving as president of two 
organizations, was just about all that I could handle.  If I have missed returning e-mails or phone calls or come up short 
in any other way, I apologize.  Give me a few weeks to recover and turn some wood and I will be like a new man again!  
Later this year we will have a CMW Open House and picnic at the shop…and house.  We look forward to having many 
of you visit us in South Carolina.

Our demonstrator in May will John Mascoll. He was born and raised in the West Indies and now resides in Florida. John 
traces his love of wood to the influence of his father, a shipwright. He started turning in 1989 while living in Georgia. 
He has been an instructor at the John C. Campbell Folk Art School and has demonstrated at AAW symposiums.  
In April, Ray Key showed CMW, for the third time, why he is in such high demand to demonstrate and teach woodturn-
ing all over the world.  Thank you Ray for coming to Asheville and sharing your vast knowledge of woodturning with 
us. 
Paul Rhudy has been a fixture in CMW’s Library for as long as any of us can remember.  He announced in April that he 
would be retiring from that position because he was taking a job that would require him to work Saturdays.  Paul, thank 
you again…it is volunteers like yourself that make CMW one of the greatest clubs in the universe.  The CMW library 
continues to grow by leaps and bounds.  All of the money generated from the rental of our books, tapes and DVDs is 
used to buy more items for our library.  Please take advantage of the library; it can help you become a better turner!  

Plese consider joining the many people who give their time (or a little more time) as a volunteer.  We can find a spot for 
you to help.  Talk to Joe or myself.  We are all volunteers and without YOU we just don’t function as well.

The TLC, Turning Learning Center, was at the Grove Arcade for a Hands On Day on April 22nd putting many young 
people at lathes for the first time in their lives. Look for pictures of that event in the next newsletter.  CMW will take 
part in Craft Fair at the Grove Park Inn the first weekend in June.  We will be selling and demonstrating.  If you would 
like to take part in that event or for more details, contact Joe Ruminski at kc4yli@bellsouth.net.

Are you looking for something to do in your spare time?  Start turning ornaments.  Again this year, CMW will be taking 
part in the Hospice Christmas Tree Project.  Melissa and Bob Gunther have again agreed to be our leaders in getting our 
ornaments together and the tree decorated.  We would love to have 200 plus ornaments on the tree…it is time to start 
turning!

I look forward to seeing each of you at our meeting on May 20th.  Between now and then, we move into our new home, 
graduate our youngest daughter, Aubrey, from Lenoir-Rhyne College, and then I plan to kick back and relax at the lathe 
for an hour or three.

    Warren



I am a former member of the Palmetto Woodturners and have been a member of the Carolina Mountain 
Woodturners since June 2001.  I retired from the Fluor Corporation as a Senior Operations Manager in 1997 
and now enjoy the time spent in my shop.

My first woodturning experience was in high school in the 50’s, and somewhat improved at Ohio University 
and when I was teaching Industrial Arts in the early 60’s.

I enjoy many forms of woodworking and had an article in the March 2006 issue of WOODCRAFT magazine 
featuring one of my intarsia creations.

My favorite type of woodworking is turning because of the unlimited variety of items that you can create 
on a lathe.  As shown in some of my photos, I enjoy turning everything from wine bottle stoppers and pens 
to bowls and vases.  On some of my bowls I have combined turning with carving or scroll saw work.  My 
preferred bowls are burls with a natural edge.

I do not turn full time but sell (mostly through stores) enough of my work to make my woodworking a self-
supporting hobby.

I am a registered AAW demonstrator and enjoy participating in CMW classes, demonstrations, and mentor 
program. 

Don Rose bio for CMW
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  important miscellany to educate and please...
We give a special tribute and thanks to Paul Rhudy who has been our stead-
fast CMW Librarian since our early days.  Paul even opened his studio to our 
computer bar coding and library case repair activities a year or so ago.  He 
has shown up with praiseworthy regularity to organize library contents, and 
check books, videos, and DVDs in and out.  Paul has encountered a career 
conflict making it nigh impossible to show up on Saturday’s when we meet.  
Paul...many many thanks and we look forward to when you CAN be with us.
“Blessed Indeed are They Who Show Up and Do the Work!”   Ë Ë Ë  J

Ë Jeff Davies, taking direc-
tions from young George 
Washington, chopped down 
his walnut tree and brought a 
dozen sections for auctioning, 
the money going into the 
CMW treasury.  Thanks Jeff!  
Now you can mow more yard.

John Hill’s vacuum chuck 
system can be seen here, at 
right E and above H.  With a 
hand control valve it is easy to 
position and reposition a piece.  
Above shows Ray Key’s 4” 
square block which he turned 
into a “pagoda” shape as a box 
top.  John brought this for the 
meeting and would be glad to 
answer any questions about its 
components, etc.  Contact:
      johnrhill@charter.net

< Jim Kilton’s turning tool rack 
is made of PVC tubing sections 
set into a plywood board.  The 
tubes were first glued together 
with smaller tubes at the ends 
through which bolts went to 
attach to the plywood base.  
Contact Jim for details: 
       jkil505@aol.com
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Carolina Mountain Woodturners
P.O. Box 16606
Asheville, NC  28806
    Bob Heltman, Editor - bobh@leadingedgepands.com

www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org

Since our inception in December 1999, CMW has proudly hosted the following demonstrators from around the world: 

Rodger Jacobs, Bill Johnston, Brad Packard, Ray  Key, Rude Osolnik, Michael Hosaluk, Mark St.Leger, John Jordan, Mark 
Gardner, Nick Cook, Don Olson,  Betty Scarpino, Alan Hollar, Stoney Lamar, Bonnie Klein, Rex Burningham, Trent Bosch, Jean-
Francois  Escoulen, Soren Berger, Lane Phillips, Charles Farrar, Willard Baxter, Bobby Clemons, Mike Mahoney, Jim  McPhail, 
Ray Key, Tom Crabb, Ron Fleming, David Ellsworth, Jean-Francois  Escoulen, Mick O’Donnell, Larry Hasiak, Alan Lacer, Elvie 
Jackson, Dave Hout, Dennis Liggett,  Binh Pho, Al Stirt, Gary Sanders, Michael Lee, Chris Ramsey, Pat Matranga, Bruce Hoover, 
Mark St.Leger, Nelson Cassinger, Mark Sfirri, J. Paul Fennell, Lyle Jamieson, Jacques Vessery, Chris  Stott, Alain Mailland, Chris-
tian Burchard, Michael Mocho, Andre Martel, Andi Wolfe, Nick Cook, Mark Gardener, Warren Carpenter, Michael Mode, Michael 
Hosaluk, Merryll Saylan, David Nittmann, Todd Hoyer & Hayley Smith, Dave Hout, Marilyn Campbell, Clay Foster, Myron Cur-
tis, Talmadge Murphey, Frank Penta, Cindy Drozda, Ray Key...and as you can see, a few have been with us more than once. 

The following demonstrators are contracted for the near future:
John Mascoll, Stuart Mortimer, Graeme Priddle, Stuart Batty, Don Derry, Alan Leland, Joe Ruminski, Jimmy Clewes, and Chris-
tophe Nancey.

Turn off the lathe
To adjust your toolrest
Or ruin your work
Even fingers – no jest
 - Pithoakareus

Carolina Mountain Woodturners, a 501(c)3 non-profit educational AAW Chapter, meets on the 3rd Sat-
urday of  each month from 10 AM to 4 PM at the Folk Art Center on historic Blue Ridge parkway just 
South of  mile marker 382.  We host a woodturning demonstration every month (except September) in the 
Center’s auditorium at no charge, and open to the public.  Since our inception in December 1999, CMW has 
proudly hosted the most renowned woodturner-demonstrators from the USA, England, Ireland, France, 
New Zealand, & Canada.  CMW is the largest woodturning club in America, and aims to be the best in 
terms of  value, know-how, fine Southern Hospitality, friendship, and fun.  We enjoy helping others learn 
woodturning, especially children.

Come, visit, join.  You are indeed very welcome! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: 
Paul Harrison - Tryon, NC
David Mann - Knoxville, TN
David Sandridge, Sr. - Salem, SC

When reading this newsletter “on-line” note that there are a number of live links that lead you to the web sites 
of the AAW, demonstrator, and other key persons or institutions described.  Place mouse over area & click.

http://www.woodturner.org
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