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It is quite amazing to find so rare and spectacular a 
piece of spalted ambrosia maple.  My neighbor Dan 
Owen had saved me a sawmilled slice from a large 
log.  As often happens the log diameter increases 
near the roots and sometimes an extra large projec-
tion is found.  This one even had burl nodules and a 
major bark inclusion.

Turning was a major 
challenge as there 
were changing grain 
directions, borer holes 
and leavings, and 
even an ant colony 
buried within the bark 
area...only discovered 
after considerable 
turning!  Being spalt-
ed, some of the wood 
was more decayed 
too.  All of this meant 
much resharpening, 
careful cutting, and 
angled scraping.

I mixed black Tempura® 
paint powder in with EZ 
Poly® Wood Rebuilder.  
This is a non-epoxy poly-
mer material available 
at places like Lee Valley 
Tools, Klingspor’s, Hart-
ville Tools, Woodworker’s 
Supply.  This product 
is a “combo”...adhesive, 
structural filler, and 
sealant.  In fact, some of 
the ants, or their parts, 
are probably entombed, 
mummy style, forever. 

Even with careful tool work, considerable sanding 
was needed...just a fact of life.

The shape evolved “depressions years” style.  That 
is, remembering my 1930s/40s childhood, when 
everything was rationed and saved, I’ve ever since 
been compelled to get the most object out of 
nearly every piece of wood I turn.  This particular 
vessel reminds me of something from early Greece.

The finish is multiple 
coats of lacquer with 
a polished wax top 
coat.  Because some 
wood surfaces were 
hard, and some very 
soft and absorbent, 
spot applications of 
lacquer were needed, 
then sanded, with 
that process repeated 
several times.

The burl nodules 
and grain directions 

are extremely varied, 
as are the spalt pat-
terns.    Viewers examine 
this vessel with expres-
sions of disbelief.  They 
turn the piece slowly, 
looking inside and out, 
shaking their heads 
and exclaiming things 
like, “My, My!...Can you 
Believe this...these pat-
terns are spectacular...
just unbelievable!”

I nod in agreement.  
Such a find is very 
unusual.  This is prob-
ably the most incredible 
piece of spalted maple 

I have  ever seen or worked on.  A world class, 11” 
diameter x 6” tall, museum piece! ˛


