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Overview: 
 Bob Rosand has been a woodturner for more than 25 years. He 
teaches, demonstrates and writes articles on many topics pertaining to 

woodturning. Many of his articles can be found in 
past issues of “The American Woodturner.” He 
served on the board of directors of the American Association of 
Woodturners for six years and also served that organization as vice-
president. Bob has demonstrated for numerous local chapters of the 
AAW and was a featured demonstrator at the 20th Annual National 
Woodturning Symposium in Overland Park, Kansas in 2005. 
 Bob’s works are in private collections throughout the USA, 
Europe, and Japan. His turnings have been accepted in exhibitions 
such as “Woodturning: Vision and Concept II,” Gatlinburg, TN, 
“Turned for Use” and “Put A Lid On It” sponsored by the AAW. He 
and his wife Susan, a talented artist, occasionally combine their 
talents on collaborative pieces. A 
Christmas tree ornament turned by Bob 

and painted by Susan was selected to be placed on one of the 
White House Christmas trees. He and his wife live in the woods 
in Pennsylvania in a house they built. 
 (In addition to their separate and collaborative work for 
galleries, Bob and Susan participate in many craft shows and 
fairs. They learned through the years that by having many small 
objects priced in the $20-$40 range, they had more sales. For 
this program Bob demonstrated a number of these small saleable 
projects.—editor’s note) 
 
Morning Session: 
 Bob began his demo with his standard Christmas ornament. When he compared his 
current ornaments with those created earlier in his career, he found his current design to 
be more delicate and graceful than his first design.  
 For this and many of the projects he demonstrated today, Bob used a glue block to 
save wood.  
Bob Rosand’s Standard Christmas Ornament: 
1. Begin with an ornament block 2½ inches square, attached to a glue block with CA 
 glue.  
2. Use a small roughing gouge to round the block to a cylinder about 2¼ inches 
 diameter. Then use a spindle gouge to knock off the corners and to begin shaping 
 the globe. (Bob used a series of successive, delicate cuts (he 
 did not “hog out” the wood). He left the top and bottom of 
 the globe slightly flattened so the icicle and finial would not 
 have to be excessively undercut.)  



3. Use a caliper to scribe an 11/16-inch circle on the face of the ornament. Mark the 
center of the circle with a skew. Drill a 3/8 inch hole through the entire 
 ornament globe. (This hole centers the top and bottom and gives access 
 for hollowing.) 
4. Enlarge the 3/8 inch hole to the previously scribed circle and begin 
 hollowing. (Bob  began hollowing with a round nosed scraper. Then he 
 used a bent angle tool to reduce wall thickness.) Measure the wall 
 thickness with calipers. (Bob used a longer bent tool to further thin the 
 walls.) When the finished wall thickness is about 1/8 inch, sand the 
 globe.  
5. Turn the headstock side of the globe away remembering that there is a 
 3/8 inch hole present. Do all further sanding now and then part the 
 globe off. 
6. Place the icicle and finial blank (1 ¼ x 1 ¼ x 7 ½ inches long) in the #1 
 jaws and use a  spindle roughing gouge to thin the piece into a tapered 
 cylinder.  
7. Next use a ¼ inch round skew to refine the tip of the icicle. (Bob 
 shaped most of the icicle with a spindle gouge. He used the roughing 

 gouge to further shape the more proximal parts, and used the skew for 
 refinement.)  Each segment on the icicle was a little longer and a little thicker than 
 the previous segment. Sand each segment as it is completed. (Bob turns four 
 segments on most of his icicles.) 
8. After completing the fourth segment, turn the portion of the icicle that attaches to 
 the base of the globe. Finally turn a tenon that fits into the hole on the globe’s 
 base.  
9. Part off the icicle portion and attach it to the base of the globe with CA glue. 
10. The next step is to turn the finial or cap of the ornament. First turn a tenon to fit 
 into the 3/8 inch hole in the top of the globe. Slightly undercut the cap around the 
 tenon. (Like he did when shaping the icicle, Bob shaped the cap with the spindle 
 gouge.) Use a ¼ inch skew to clean up the shape and add crispness to the details. 
 Then use the spindle gouge to form a small cap on the top. (Bob reversed the cap in 
 the jaws and completed the top of the cap.)  
11. Insert a screw eye into a small predrilled hole. (A cut off fishhook or an eye pin can 
 be used instead.)  Part off the cap and glue to the top of the ornament with CA glue.  
  
Bob Rosand’s standard birdhouse ornament:  
1. Before mounting the 1¼ x 1 ¼ x 4 inch stock in the #1 jaws on 
 the lathe, pre-drill a small hole for the entrance hole and a tiny 
 hole below it for the perch. Be sure these holes are lined up.)   
2. Rough the stock into a cylinder and mark a pencil line at the 
 level of the perch hole to aid in the shaping of the bottom 
 portion of the acorn body. When shaping the bottom of the acorn, it is important to 
 leave adequate wood to support the hollowing  process.  
3. Before hollowing the acorn body Bob used a tapered drill to remove much of the 
 interior of the acorn. Use a round nosed scraper and a square nosed scraper to 



 continue hollowing. Bob checked wall thickness through the previously drilled 
 entrance hole.  

4. Use a spindle gouge to further shape the exterior of the acorn. 
 Then part off the acorn. Make a friction fit jam chuck shaped 
 from the wood remaining in the jaws, to hold the acorn body. 
 Attach it to the friction fit jam chuck with a  ring of CA glue. 
 (This permitted refining and sanding of the acorn body.)  
5. Use the parting tool to part the body off at the proper level 
 above the entrance hole. This completed the body of the acorn 
 birdhouse. 
6. Place a 2 x 2 x 3 ½ inch blank in #2 jaws for the top/cap of the 
 acorn and rough it into a cylinder. True up the end and slightly 
 undercut it.  
7. Measure the outside diameter of the acorn body and mark it on 
 the undercut surface of the cap. Hollow this portion on this 

 scribed line to reduce weight and to accept the top of the acorn body. (Bob used a 
 notch ground scraper to do this.)  
8. Use a spindle gouge to shape the top of the cap. Then Bob used the Sorby texturing 
 tool to texture the edge of the cap.  
9. Part off the cap with a skew or parting tool. (Bob formed a jam chuck from the wood 
 remaining in the chuck 
 to fit into the under 
 surface of the cap.) 
10. Bring the tailstock up 
 for support and finish 
 the upper surface of the 
 cap. Remove the tailstock and drill a small hole to accept a screw eye and glue it in 

 place. Then glue the cap to the body of the acorn. 
11. To form the perch place a small piece of ebony into a chuck 
 with #1 jaws. Measure the diameter of the previously drilled 
 perch hole to size the perch. (Bob told the group not to glue 
 the perch in at this point if you plan to buff the birdhouse. 
 Following buffing, the perch can be glued into place.) 
  
Bob Rosand’s simple Christmas tree ornament: 
1.  Place a 2 x 2 x 5 inch maple stock in the chuck and rough part 
 of it into a cylinder. Reverse this blank in the chuck and  

            complete the cylinder.  
2. Use the roughing gouge to taper the cylinder to 
 resemble a Christmas tree shape.  
3. Shape the top of the tree with the spindle gouge. (If 
 the ornament is to be  hung drill a small eyelet hole at 
 this time.)  
4. Refine the taper and bring up the tailstock for support 
 and use a fluted parting tool, to mark equal thickness 
 rings around the tree.  



5. Cut the branches of the Christmas tree on these lines. (The 
 depth of each cut made by a parting tool must be such that a 
 consistently thick trunk is formed between the branches.) Place 
 a piece of light colored paper behind the work piece to make it 
 easier to see these cuts.  
6. Use a diamond-parting tool to form the base of the trunk and a 
 small stand or base at the bottom.  
This project completed the morning session. 
 
Afternoon Session: 

Bob Rosand’s small candle/oil lamp:  
1. Attach a 2 inch thick x 4 ½ inch ambrosia maple 
 blank to a glue block.  
2. Use a small bowl gouge to rough turn the disc, 
 then true the  blank.  
3. Mark the center of the blank with a small 
 dimple, then use a 1 9/16 inch Forstner 
 bit to drill a hole approximately ¾ inch deep.  
4. Use a round nosed scraper to refine the bottom 
 of the hole thereby removing the mark made by 
 the center of the drill bit.  

5. Use a spindle gouge and a bowl gouge to produced and refine a bagel shape. (Bob 
 applied a mixture of sanding sealer and turpentine (1:1) to decrease end-grain tear-
 out while making the final cut.)  
6. If applying the sanding sealer allow the solution to soak in 
 but to not dry. Before  making the final cut, wipe off any 
 excess solution and made the final cut with a  sharp tool.  
7. Define the shoulder of the lamp opening with a scraper and 
 apply the sanding sealer mixture prior to the final cut.  
8. Scribe circular pencil lines around the entire surface of the 
 lamp from the opening  around to the base.  
9. Use a small spindle gouge to cut between the lines being 
 careful avoid to eliminating the pencil marks.  
10. Apply the sanding sealer mixture, wipe off the excess, and make a final cut to 
 produce a tear-free surface.  

11. Separate the piece from the glue block by using a 
 parting tool.  
12. Reverse the work piece onto a friction fit jam chuck 
 made from the wood remaining in the chuck and finish 
 the base by making it slightly concave. (If, at this 
 point, the piece is running true the previously turned 
 grooves can be extended around to the bottom then 
 sealed and re-turned.) This completed the candle (oil) 
 lamp.  

  
Bob Rosand’s fancy/complex birdhouse ornament: 



1. Prior to turning the birdhouse ornament drill holes for the entrance and perch. Then 
 secure a 1 ¼ x 1 ¼ x 4 inch blank in the #1 jaws, rough the blank into a cylinder and 
 refine the surface with a skew.  
2. Refine the top surface and mark the center then drill it as deeply as possible with a 
 1 inch Forstner bit and use a square nosed scraper to refine wall thickness. (The 
 length (height) of the birdhouse was a little longer than the width.) Then part off. 
 This produces an open-ended cylinder with a constant wall thickness. 
3. Secure a 2 x 2 x 4 inch blank in the #2 jaws for the roof. Rough the blank into a 
 cylinder and true up the ends then undercut.  
4. Using the Sorby Texturing Tool texture the undercut area. Then lightly sand and 
 seal it.  
5. Scribe the diameter of the birdhouse body on the 
 undersurface of the roof and hollow to the line. Make a 
 notch into which the body will fit.  
6. Reduce the diameter of the roof to the desired size and 
 place a block of pine between the work piece and the 
 tailstock live center. Turn the pine to the diameter of 
 the roof and texture the roof edge. (Using the piece of 
 pine prevented tear-out on the edges of the roof when texturing.  
7. Sand and seal the roof. Then define the final shape.  
8. Part the roof off, reverse it, and friction fitted into a friction jam chuck made 
 from the pine. The jam chuck protects the previously textured roof edges. Bring 
 the tailstock up to hold the roof in place while the roof is textured, sanded, and 

 sealed.  
9. Drill a small hole into the top to accept a finial, then Bob 
 glued the roof to the top end of the body cylinder using 
 CA. 
10. True up the wood remaining in the chuck to be the  
 bottom of the birdhouse. Scribe a circle to match the 
 outside diameter of the body cylinder and texture the 

          base of the bottom.  
11. Drill a small hole for the icicle or finial and part the bottom off. Using CA glue 
 attach the bottom piece to the birdhouse cylinder. 
12. To finish the fancy birdhouse, make a top finial and a small acorn 
 icicle for the bottom and the tiny perch.  
13.  Secure a small piece of ebony in the #1 jaws for the finial. Turn 
 it to a diameter of 3/8 inch and drill a small hole with the pin 
 vise. Shape and sand the finial.  
14. Turn the base of the finial to the diameter of the previously 
 drilled hole in the top (roof), and glue it in place. (Bob used the 
 remaining ebony to turn a small acorn for the bottom.) Turn a 
 tenon on the small acorn finial to fit into the bottom of the 
 birdhouse. Glue the acorn finial in place.  
15. Buff the birdhouse. After buffing make the perch from another small piece of 
 ebony and glue it in place. Put a screw eye in the top for hanging.  
 



Bob Rosand’s weed pot/ring holder:  
1. Secure a 2 ½ x 2 ½ x 5 inch piece of ambrosia maple in the 
 chuck, and rough it into a cylinder. Reverse the blank in the 
 chuck and finish roughing the cylinder and taper the end.  
2. Form a small opening with a 1/8 inch drill bit.  
3. Bring up the tailstock and refine the neck of the piece.  
4. Then shape and sand the body of the weed pot, and part it off.  
5. Reverse the piece and use the 1/8 inch drill bit in the 
 headstock end as a mini chuck. Using a small amount of CA glue 
 on the drill bit, secure the piece on the bit via the 
 previously drilled hole.  

6. Bring up the tailstock and undercut the 
 bottom of the  weedpot/ringholder, 
 thereby finishing this part of the project.  
7. Next turn a flame to fit into the opening of the weed pot. 
 This flame converted the weed pot to a ring holder.  
8. Use a small piece of ebony secured in #1 jaws for this part.  
9. Rough it to a cylinder and taper one end to a point forming 
 the tip of the flame.  
10. Complete the body of the flame and form a 1/8 inch tenon to 
 fit into the previously  drilled hole in the top of the weed 
 pot, now become a ring holder. 
  
Bob Rosand’s Rude Osolnik-style candlestick:  

1. Place a 2 5/8 x 2 5/8 x 13 inch blank between centers and rough it into a cylinder.  
2. Turn a tenon on the headstock 
 end and secure the blank in the 
 #2 jaws. Make the free end of 
 the cylinder slightly concave. 
 (This will become the top of the 
 candlestick.)  
3. Drill a hole for the candle, then 

                bring up the tailstock.  
4. Turn the tailstock end (top of the candlestick) to a diameter of 2 inches in diameter 
 and make the base end 2½ inches in diameter.  
5. Use a parting tool cut to define the base of the candlestick.  
6. Now divide the cylinder into three equal parts, one-third for the top taper 
 and two-thirds for the bottom taper. Blend the two tapers blend together 
 with a thin area between them. (Bob turned this thin area to a thickness 
 of about 1/8 inch. He did all the shaping with a spindle roughing gouge.) 
7. Sand the project with it supported between centers and chamfer the edge 
 of the  top.  
8. Remove the candlestick from the chuck and place it on a 4-prong drive 
 center. Turn and undercut the base of the candlestick. (Bob typically drills 
 a hole in the base, fills it with lead shot and places a felt pad over the 
 opening. 



Bob Rosand’s Christmas bell: 
1. Secure a cherry blank 2 ¾ x 2 ¾ x 4 ½ inches long between centers and rough it into 
 a cylinder.  
2. Form a tenon on the headstock end and secure the blank in the #2 jaws. (The widest 
 part of the bell was 2 ½ inches in diameter.)  
3. True up and mark the center with the skew.  
4. Before hollowing, shape the exterior of the bell by measuring 1 5/8 inches up from 
 the base and make a parting cut to 1 1/8 diameter. This mark determines the 

 diameter of the top of the bell.  
5. Shape the outside of the bell by tapering from the 
 smaller dimension to the larger. This gives the bell its 
 final shape.  
6. To hollow the body of the bell, drill a hole 2 inches 
 deep. (Bob used a spindle gouge and a round nosed 
 scraper for hollowing.)  
7. Refine the shape of the top of the bell and sand the 
 project.  
8. Next shape a small top piece for the bell using the  

     spindle gouge and skew and part it off. (An additional 
step would be to reverse chuck the piece and finish off the top of the bell.)  
9. Drill a small hole for the screw eye. (Drill all the way into the bell.) 
10. To make a clapper use a small portion of a dowel rod and turn a small ball or bead for 
 the “bonger.” Attach it to the rod.  
11. Wires inside the bell hold the clapper from the screw eye at the top. 
  
 Sources for tools and supplies used in this demo are available at: Rrosand.com. One 
specific tool source is: Toolsforworkingwood.com. 
 Bob covered many projects during this demo, and it was not possible to include 
everything in this article. For complete information please refer to the DVD of his demo. It 
will be available for check-out from the CMW library in November 2007. 
                      
Some examples of Susan Rosand’s work on Bob’s turnings: 
   
  


