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1.    There are two kinds of burning: branding and drawing.
With branding you are doing some sort of pattern that is charred into the wood; 
drawing is incising some sort of line design on the wood, such as a picture or a graphic.

2.    Site to make your own burning pen: www.fishcarver.com .  Click on 
“Woodburners” and scroll down. The link to the plans is just below the pyrography units:
“Build Your Own  Burning Pens Here.”

3.     Use Nichrome 80 wire to make tips.  Fishcarver sells it and some ebay sellers.
If you do a google search for “Nichrome 80 wire”, you should find some sellers in your 
area.  The wire gauges I use are 16, 20 and 23.  Number 20 is the main one.

4.     Be safe when burning. Smoke is smoke and it’s bad for you.  Set something up to 
either blow or vent the smoke away.  Protect your eyes and lungs. Be careful – 
unattended burning units can start fires.

5.  The commercial tips I use:  
Colwood: Long MR
and the microtip rounded heel 
Detail Master: 10A and 11A
When  using commercial pens, once you know your preferences, use fixed tips. 
Replaceable tips emit too much heat.   
All pens will get really hot with use, so get a couple and rotate them as you’re working.

Anneal all tips before using them. (Annealing is heat the tip to red hot, then allow it to 
cool naturally.)

6.   Homemade burning tips.

A. The easiest one is a piece of wire bent into a u-shape.  To make it, bend the 
wire in half and use some pliers to bring the legs close together.  Put a small bit of paper 
or cardstock between the legs because they shouldn’t touch (the tip will short if they do). 
The tip can be used for stippling (repeated dots), scumbling (scribbling) and random 
patterns.  

 It’s best not to use the 16 gauge (thick) wire for this because, with use, a small nubbin 
appears in the wire pretty quickly and transfers to the pattern on the piece and looks like a 
flaw.  

B.   The second tip is also a bent wire, around a shape.  Make a half circle or a 
half diamond.  I use a some round metal as a jig to bend the wire so I can get a consistent 
size every time.  It’s easier to make half shapes (half diamonds and circles) and carefully 

http://www.fishcarver.com/


connect them when burning on the piece. They can also be used to make zigzag or fish 
scale designs. 

You can also braze a slice of copper pipe onto a burning pen if you want to burn a full 
circle in one go. Or you can wrap the wire around copper tubing; but you’ll need a lot of 
juice to get a good burn.

Once you’ve bent the wire around something, you can use it as is or pound it flat to make 
a wide frame, or you can sharpen the edges to thin them out.  (If you’re going to sharpen 
the edges, it would be best to do that first and then bend the wire around the allen key.)

C.  To make a spear point, like the commercial pen I draw with, bend a piece wire 
into a tight u-shape, then hammer it flat; use a sander (with about 220 grit) to sharpen and 
shape the edge. Be careful to only sharpen with the sandpaper.  It you take off too much 
wire, you’ll weaken the tip and it will break easily.

7.   Burning tips need to have the ash wiped from them frequently or they won’t burn 
well.  Keep a wire bush handy so you can clean them as you go.   Homemade pens 
get a carbon buildup in the tubes so those need to be reamed out now and them.  I use 
a drill bit. It’s good to sharpen the knife edges every now and then.  I use a diamond 
hone.  

8. Use a dry toothbrush to scrub off the embedded ash when you are finished burning 
the piece.  

.


