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 Don Olsen comes to us from Lincolnton, NC. He is a current 

member of CMW and demonstrated for our club nine years ago. He is 

also a member of the Hickory club where he served as vice-

president. He is a current member of the AAW and demonstrated at 

the AAW symposiums four times and at many area clubs in the last 

14 years. 

 Don began his demonstration with a discussion of turning safety pertinent to both 

sight and hearing. He explained that he had begun his turning career making bowls but soon 

decided that it would be interesting to cut them up and rearrange the sections or use the 

individual sections as separate pieces. He showed several 

pieces to which he applied this process. He draws the 

desired shape on the turned piece with a soft lead pencil. 

Hard pencils can dent the wood. It is difficult to sand out 

dents but easy to erase soft graphite marks. When cutting 

sections, it is important that the grain of the wood runs in 

the long direction of the piece 

where it is thin. If the grain 

runs across the piece where it 

is thin it can easily break. 

 Some of Don’s pieces start out initially as bowls that 

develop checks. He cuts away from the rim to create various 

designs such as wave formations or animal shapes. Thus, the 

bowl is saved from the scrap box. 

 Don showed several pieces he turned that had defects 

in them. These defects were cracks, checks and/or bark 

inclusions. He cut these cut up and arranged the pieces to 

create sculptural designs and shapes. The pieces can be textured using carving burrs before 

assembly. Don cuts his pieces with a band saw, Roto-Zip or Dremel reciprocating saw. The 

Roto-Zip and Dremel can be held in a shop-made vice 

set-up. Don sometimes sits when cutting his pieces. He 

wore a carvers’ leather apron for protection and held 

the saw between his legs and directs the wood into the 

cut using both hands. He used a foot switch to turn the 

saw on and off and to control the speed of the cut. 

Shaping the pieces can also be done using a Dremel 

flexible shaft tool with a variety of burrs. 

 Don demonstrated the Roto-Zip tool which he 

held in a shop-made vice when cutting. This permitted the wood to be held securely with 

both hands. Next Don demonstrated a Craftsman reciprocating saw that he also held in the 

vice. With both of these tools the blade was in a vertical/upward direction so it was 



important to use eye protection when cutting. Cutting was then done using the band saw. 

Don used a 1/8 inch blade. For thin sections the blade should 

have as many tpi as possible. The bandsaw is by far the 

safest method for doing this cutting. 

 This completed the morning demonstration. 

 

Afternoon Session: 

 Don began the afternoon session by showing how to 

find the balance point of a piece. He used a sharpened 

straight point pick. He placed the piece on the point in 

various places until it balances. At that point he pressed the point into the wood to make a 

mark. It is important to have the piece entirely 

finished before determining the balance point. A 

bent brass rod is used to suspend the piece from 

a base. Don used thin 4-pound test monofilament 

fishing line to suspend the piece from the upper 

end of the rod.  

 Next Don discussed how a number of 

Christmas ornaments can be made from a single 

small turned bowl by cutting it into segments. 

First he used a Foredom tool to shape the edge of 

the intact bowl. Then he placed the bowl on a jam 

chuck and padded the interior of the bowl with a 

Scotch Brite pad. He brought up the tailstock. 

Then he turned the previous tenon on the bottom 

of the bowl to form a round bottom. Don used a 

Metabo random orbital sander to finish sanding. 

He used a black non-woven pad for buffing the 

surface. 

 He drew ornament designs on the sanded 

round-bottom bowl. The designs were drawn on 

both the inside and outside surfaces. Then he cut the bowl on the band saw along the design 

lines. Nine ornament shapes were cut out. They could be further shaped, sanded and 

textured. If one wants to hang them they could be balanced as described above. 

 A large walnut bowl with a deep check was then cut on the band saw. The intent was 

to cut on both sides of the check and remove the section containing the check. 

Unfortunately, the band saw blade broke before the cut could be completed. A saw was then 

used but the base of the bowl was too thick so the saw could not make the cut. Instead, the 

outline of the section was drawn to show the area to be removed. 

 This completed an interesting and, many times, amusing demonstration. A DVD will 

be available in the club library in November 2009. 

         Bob Gunther 


