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It is curious how one thing leads to another.  One 
evening I was giving a final look at a large salad 
bowl I had made of heavily spalted maple, before 
placing it on its display shelf.  Figure 1.

As I studied this sturdy 13” dia. x 7” high vessel, sud-
denly I remembered a TV show some months back.  
It was about a Biblical archeologist who was on the 
trail of the Arc of the Covenant.  What was unusual 
was his conclusion that the arc was actually a very 
large war drum, probably carried near the front of 
an ancient marching army.  When beat upon, the 
enormous sound would have frightened the oppos-
ing army into giving up.  Since this story’s conclu-
sion was so different from the general depiction of 
the Arc, the whole TV program stuck in my mind.  
In fact, you can look all this up on Google® with a 
simple search question like “arc drum.”

In any event, it set me to thinking about making 
a salad bowl drum.  I admit to some humor in the 
idea.  This would be an ideal product for a starving 
vegetarian drummer living in a small apartment.

It just happened that at our last CMW meeting 
(www.carolinamountainwoodturners.org) we 
elected Tucker Garrison as our new President, and 
he issued a turning challenge for the next month, 
“Make something out of Acer (which is maple).”

By chance I had a chunk of seasoned maple recently 
mounted in my lathe and had just begun to turn it.

Knowing nothing about drums, and being musi-
cally challenged in general, I hastened downtown 
to our local Tempo Music Center.  Owner Mike Hall 
listened, with kind amusement, to my story and 
showed me a variety of drumheads and fastening 
devices.  I picked up several sizes of drumheads and 
ordered some fastening hardware.  When this came 
in a few days later, I got some tutoring about instal-
lation from store staff member Steve Thomas.

Looking up drum making on the Internet was also 
quite interesting.  The old way was to kill a large 
animal, skin it, tan the hide, wet it, stretch it over a 
frame, tie it down, let it dry, and then beat on it to 
make noise.  Having no large animal nearby, and 
not having time nor interest to go into the tanning 
business, I was grateful to find the new type drum 
heads.  These are shown in Figure 2.

My style is “Ambassador”  which is advertised as 
having warm, open tones, and made of 10-mil 
Mylar® film.  These drum heads come in various di-
ameters, mostly in 1 inch increments, and are held 
in place with a clamping ring.  I bought 6, 8, and 13” 
diameters, having big plans for the future.  At first I 
thought I could just set the drum head in a groove 



made in the bowl’s rim.   However, Mike quickly ad-
vised that without the holding rim and proper ten-
sion, the sound would be flat and miserable.  Figure 
3 also shows the rim and affixing clamps.

Tuning the drum involves a slow and steady tight-
ening of the clamps until proper drumhead tension 
and sound are achieved.  The wood rim of the bowl 
has to be rounded, smooth, and fit inside the metal 
rim of the drum head, resting against the mylar.  
In that way the clamping pressure pulls the mylar 
taught, creating the proper sound.

Figure 4 shows the 8” drum head on top of the 
roughed out maple bowl.  Turning to proper size 
and shape was next...and I had a different clamp-
ing method in mind, one that when removed along 
with the drumhead would leave a normal appear-
ing salad bowl!

Figure 5 shows the turned and finished salad bowl, 
a tom-tom style drumstick, the drumhead, clamping 
ring, and the two small bungee cords to be used as 
clamps.

Figure 6 shows the bowl’s SMOOTH and ROUNDED 
rim fitting just inside the drumhead, and resting on 
the flat part of the mylar.  Downward pressure from 
clamping will tighten the drumhead evenly.



Figure 7 shows the bottom of the bowl.  The four 
indentations on the bottom rim were easily carved 
out using a rough burr in my Dremel® MotoTool, 
followed by careful sanding.  The bungee cords 
need to slide easily through these grooves.  Note 
that the inner depth next to the bottom rim allows 
room for the thickness of the bungee cords, with 
the bowl-drum sitting evenly when upright.

Final Figure 8 shows the completed Salad Bowl-
Drum, with the drumstick nestled on the clamping 
ring.  Bowl size is 8” dia. x 4” deep.  Finish is lacquer 
with paste wax and then well buffed.

The sound made while drumming is entirely satis-
factory for the fun purpose at hand.  A higher pitch 
can be achieved by tying one or more knots in cen-
ter of each bungee cord, and/or by adding another 
set of bungee cords.

Imagine the fun when invited to a friend’s home for 
dinner!  “We’ll bring the salad!” I’d volunteer.  Upon 
arrival the hosts will wonder what the heck is go-
ing on.  This rig keeps the salad fresh and in place, 
even with salad dressing already applied.  A simple 
snapping off of the bungee cords, washing the 
drum head lid, and the salad is ready to serve.  After 
dinner one can beat the drum to any music being 
played....or not if the hosts complain.

There is a LOT of information on drum making on the 
Internet.  There are many styles of drums, methods 
of clamping, and devices for “tuning” the drumheads.  
Treat yourself to such an educational investigation!

Much of the woodturning done falls into 5 catego-
ries:  1 - bowls and platters of all kinds, 2 - vases, 3 
- boxes, 4 - a great variety of kit-trinkets from pens 
to magnifying glasses, and 5 - a huge variety of art 
forms, sometimes involving hollowing, carving, 
painting, burning, mutilating, etc.

But, so far, I haven’t seen anything about turning 
DRUMS.  Here’s your chance to get started.  Maybe 
even do an “Arc” drum for your marching army!

I can hardly wait for the next right piece of wood to 
make my next drum - category #6...DRUMS.

Have fun and stay safe!  JJ


