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Woodturners get their wood in two basic ways.  One 
is to go to a store and buy wood blocks of vari-
ous sizes and exotic natures, kiln dried, often wax 
coated, and a bit pricey.  I’ve done some of that.

The other way is to come by portions of trees, newly 
fallen, cut into turning blanks, with ends quickly 
painted to prevent early end grain splitting.  I’ve 
done a lot of that!  Living in the woods has led to my 
using a lot of my own trees, but from time to time 
friends will offer me a fallen cherry tree, or bring 
a distant wood like Osage Orange.  Living in the 
woods I prefer to have known the actual tree from 
which my woodturnings are made.

This situation, along with clearing land to build 
our home in the mid 1990s, led to the purchase of 
several chains saws, all of which wore out until I got 
my Husqvarna 272 in 1997.  Even after partly run-
ning it over with the 5 foot diameter rubber tire on 
my Ford  555B tractor-backhoe, this saw has held up 
very well.  I’m on my third or fourth chain bar and I 
don’t know how many chains I’ve worn out.

However, it makes a lot of noise, and up near the 
house, and on a quiet morning, that noise is not ap-
preciated.  So, I next ran through two electric chain 
saws which burned out, again leading me to an 
electric Husqvarna which has stood the test of time.  
It is vital for sizing bowl blanks!

THEN, as trees needed pruned and bending over 
became more difficult, I procured a long reach  
Ryobi Pruner.  It has held up admirably and is also 
excellent for clearing bushes  and segmenting 
larger fallen branches.

In turn, this led to the realization that there are dif-
ferent sized chains on the different saws, and to do 
touch up sharpening between professional sharp-
enings, doggone but what different files sizes were 
needed!  When in a hurry, or without glasses on, I 
would reach for the wrong file and have to go back 

Over the years these little bothersome experiences 
added up.

Then, in February 2010, expert woodturner Warren 
Carpenter demonstrated before our club (www.car-
olinamountainwoodturners.org /members/newslet-
ters/2010/February/Warren_Carpenter.pdf ).  Warren 
is a past President of CMW and is now on the AAW 
Board of Directors.  He also got me back into wood-
turning in 2002 after a geographical move and 
lapse of 15 years - (I still have his roughed out bowl 
from Wood Day at the Folk Art Center, August 2002).

One of the “tricks of the trade” he mentioned was to 
put a flat on the underside of one’s turning gouge 
handle, so that when set down on the lathe’s bed 
the gouge would not roll off.

That trick stuck in my mind, and reminded me of 
times by chainsaw sharpening file would roll off the 
bench.  Putting all this together I decided to make 
up some file handles, put a flat side on each AND 
woodburn in the name of the saw and the file size.  
That way I could certainly grab the right file for the 
chain saw being sharpened, and accurately change 
to a new file when the old wore out.  In fact, I could 
take the file handle to the store with me and make 
sure I got the right sized file for MY particular saw.

Fig 1 shows the 3 saws:



Figure 2 shows files when they come in a blister 
pack showing file size.  I decided, as a good re-

minder, to felt tip mark on the blister pack to WHICH 
saw those files belonged.  Insurance; like belt and 
suspenders

When making the handles I used such chunks 
of wood as were handy.  In fact, one could cut a 
handle sized branch, work it up a bit with a pocket 
knife, and jamb the tang of the file into the center 
pitch...but that would not be woodturning.  Instead 
I used some blanks about 5” long and about 1 1/2” 
squarish (some were a bit more rectangular).  AND 
I wanted a ferrule to assure long handle life and to 
avoid unsafe splitting out when filing.

The ferrules were cut from old electrical aluminum 

conduit.  Figure 3 shows the result.  I turned the 
tenon with a slight taper, and longer than the fer-
rule, doing trial fitting and carefully reducing tenon 
diameter until achieving a snug fit.  Then I put the 
file into the top of my bench vice, opened just 

the two opposite edges of the ferrule on opposite 
vice jaws.  Then I hammered the handle into the 
ferrule for a press fit.  At that point I remounted the 
handle in the lathe, finished the woodturning, and 
used a parting tool to cut the tenon flush with the 
ferrule.   A few drops of superglue were added at 
both ends of the ferrule where it contacted wood, 
“just to make sure” of a tight fit.

Next came drilling the hole for the tang of the file.  
As Figure 4 shows, I chose a drill just under the size 
of the widest measure of the tang at 3/4 of the way 
from the pointed end.  In this case a 7/64” drill bit 
was appropriate for a 5/32” diameter file.  I drilled to 
a bit over the length of the tang, inserted the tang 
of the file, stood the file on my workbench, and 
tapped the wood handle with a mallet until a solid 
“thud” was heard, firmly seating the file.  Figure 4 
shows these details.

I made different numbers of grooves and altered 
each handle to be distinct.  That way, over time, the 
feel of the right file would match up with the cor-
rect chain saw.

Initially I planned to just woodburn in the name of 
the saw and the file size.  However, I later decided to 
add the model number of the saw.  That way, when 
in a rush and dashing off to the store for a replace-
ment file, that handle would have all the informa-
tion right there!

Figure 5 shows 4 files.  I made an extra for the big 



Husqy since it seems to be used sometimes from 
the garage, and sometimes out of my basement 
studio.

Figure 6 is a close-up showing model numbers on 2 
of the handles.

Two of the files, for the Gas Husqy and the Ryobi 
Pruner, are hung on the garage wall so as to be 
handy for sharpening.  The second Gas Husqy file, 
and the Husqy Electric files are in the maintenance 
box for chain saws, kept in my basement studio.

When the file handles were all done (and I decided 
to not bother applying any finish) I turned to my 
two bowls gouges to apply the “Warren Carpenter 
Anti-rolling Flats.”

First I set a gouge on the lathe’s bed and moved it 
about to find the balancing point.  This turned out 
to be up near the ferrule.  Then turning the gouge 
over so the flat would be on the side opposite the 
flute, I used my belt sander and sanded a flat area 
about 4 inches long and about 3/4” wide.

That worked quite well and kept the sharpened 
edges skyward.  One gouge had been used a lot 
more than the other of the same type, so the metal 
part was shorter.  Yet, the second and longer gouge 

displayed essentially the same balance point, so I put 
a similar flat area on it in the same place.  Figure 7.

Now I feel safe and smug about both my chain saw 
filing situation, and my non-rolling woodturning 
gouges.  

Look out bowl blanks, I’m fully ready now!  JJ


