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   “The Servant Revealed”  
Isaiah 53:1-6  

 
 

To guide us on our journey towards Easter we are reading through the “Servant Songs” from the book of 
Isaiah.  Each Sunday during Lent we are looking at a different “song” which give us a model of who Jesus is 

and who we are called to be. 
 
 

There is a rising note of expectancy in Isaiah 51-52 as the time for the Jews’ release from captivity draws 
nearer. Isaiah 51:9-11 records a prayer for God to act and pictures the exiles coming home to Zion.  Then, 
in 52:1 Jerusalem is told to awake and arise from the dust. Why? A runner is approaching over the 
mountains with good news: God is about to deliver his people. It is time to leave Babylon. In this passage 
we are introduced again to the servant of the Lord, whose solitary agony is the price of his people’s 
homecoming.  These “songs” not only have an immediate context, they also clearly point to the overall 
salvation story of history, climaxing in Jesus the Servant King.   But further to that they have significant 
application and implications for us personally and as a church as we respond and live out our faith as 
servants like Jesus.    
 
1.   If someone volunteered to be a “servant” to you for one week, what job would you ask them to do in 
your life, home, work place?  Why? 
 
 
2.  If you have been reading our devotional guide for this series, what is one thought, scripture or insight 
that you have found inspirational, meaningful or challenging?   
 
 
READ: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (4th Servant Song) 
 
3.  What reaction do many people have to the servant? Why (52:14-15)?  In 52:10 we are told that the Lord 
is going to ‘lay bare his holy arm,” that is, act to save his people. But when he does so, what sort of person 
is revealed (53:1-3)?   
 
 
4.  What was the purpose of the servant’s suffering (53:4-6)? What was the nature of his suffering? How 
did the servant conduct himself in the midst of his suffering (53:7-9)? What benefits come to others 
because of his suffering and death?   
 
 
5.  Suggest reasons why 53:5 is called the “burning heart” of the Old Testament and indeed of the whole 
Bible.  The New Testament freely applies this song to Jesus (Mt 27:38, 57-60; Jn 1:29; Ac 8:32-34; 1 Pe 
2:22-23). From this song how would you explain to someone else the meaning of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection? 
 
 
6.  How do these words bring reassurance to you of God’s forgiveness and love?  Paul applies 53:1 to the 
ministry of the Christian (see Ro 10:16). How have you experienced rejection from others because of your 
faith? Has obedience to God ever left you feeling “cut off from the land of the living”?  Explain how this 
description of the Servant should influence how we serve and live out our faith personally?  As a church?   


