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“The Spirit Empowered Servant” 
Isaiah 49:1-7    

 
Our journey to Easter is an opportunity to slow down, reflect on Jesus and what he has 
done for us through the cross.   To guide us on our journey we are using the Servant 
Passages from the book of Isaiah.  God’s Servant in Isaiah refers to the nation of Israel 
but is also a direct prophecy about Jesus.  These passages also issue a call to each of us 
as followers of Jesus, to a life of service to both God and to others. 

 
1. During your childhood, who was your favourite superhero?  How did you show it?  

What was it about them that you admired/tried to emulate? 
 
 

READ: Isaiah 49:1-12 
2. When you are discouraged spiritually or emotionally how do respond?  How do you 

keep yourself spiritual strong?  Look at the discouragement the Servant initially feels in 
response to his mission (v. 4). How does he recover/refocus?   
 

3. Describe the “call” of the Servant.  What are the key elements?   How does this prepare 
him for service?  How is this similar to the call places on each of us as his children for 
salvation and service?   
 
 

4. What is the message that God gives the Servant to deliver?  What is the style or tone of 
his delivery?   

 
 

5. Why does the Lord call his Servant by the name Israel (v.3), if he is speaking to an 
individual with a mission to Israel (v. 5; see Isaiah 26:18)? 

 
 
6. How do you think the Servant was received by Israel the nation (vv. 4, 7)?  How does 

this reflect the experience of Isaiah (30:9-11)?  Of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 26:7-8)?  Of 
Jesus (Luke 2:14-28)? 

 
 
7. In his discouragement, what promises does the Servant receive from God?  How is this 

related to the prophecy of Isaiah 11:10?  What does this imply about the identity of the 
Servant? 

 
 
8. What examples can you think of in Jesus’ life when his speech was gentle (as in Isaiah 

42:2)?  When it was cutting like a sword?  Why the difference?  When is it best to 
speak gently with people?  To be strong and cutting? 

 
9. Jesus said that believers were “the light of the world” (Mt 5:14).  From this passage, 

what did he mean by that image?  How might the promises in this passage apply to you 
when you feel as though your efforts to follow God have little effect on others? 

 
10. In what ways do verses 8-12 give a foretaste of the ministry of Jesus? 


