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“The Spirit Empowered Servant” 
Isaiah 42:1-9   

  
Lent is a term that describes the time period between Ash Wednesday and Easter encompassing the 
next forty days, exclusive of Sundays which are used to celebrate the resurrection.   Whether it is 
part your tradition or not, use this time as an opportunity to slow down and reflect on Jesus and 

what he has done for us through the cross.      
 

1. Lent is a journey we take together as a community.  Share of a time when you were on a journey, 
trip or adventure with a group of people.  What was good about it?  Difficult?  Memorable?   
 
 

2. The time leading up to Easter is an opportunity for focused spiritual growth.  What is one area/way 
that you would like to deepen your faith this Easter season?   How are you planning to pursuing that 
goal?   
 
 

3. The Servant is a description of the coming Messiah.  If someone asked you to tell them about Jesus 
what would you say?  If you only had a couple of minutes how would you describe Jesus?    

 
 

READ: Isaiah 42:1-9 
4. This is the first of four “Servant Songs” (42:1-8, 49:1-6, 50:4-9 and 52:13-53:12).  In Isaiah’s time, 

a king’s servant was an extremely close relationship and a position of great importance.  Describe 
the Servant’s relation with God (the King).  How do you view your relationship with God?  Do you 
think he views and feels about you the same way as he does the servant?  Why/Why not?  

 
 

5. How would you describe the character of the Servant?  What is the Servant’s mission in life?  How 
does that inform our own calling, character and mission as servants of God?   

 
 
6. The people of Israel were called to be the Servant (Is. 41:9) but failed in their mission (Is. 26:17-

18).  They are the “bruised reed” and “smoldering wick” (see Is. 36:6).  Why then is the Lord still 
able to sing in honour of the Servant?  What does this say about how God treats us when we fail?  
How have you found this to be true in your own life?  

 
 
7.  In what ways does Jesus fulfill this picture of God’s servant?   

 
 

8. In Acts 13:46 and 2 Timothy 2:24-26 this image of “the servant” is extended to all believers.  In light 
of that, what does Isaiah 42 say about your mission?  Your family?  Your work?  Your priorities?  
Your character?  How does it encourage and challenge you?   

 


