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“Encounters” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
The Magi arrive in Israel looking for a King.  What they found was a very unspectacular situation 
of a child being raised by an “ordinary” family.  In their quest we discover a great deal about the 
character, mission and calling of Jesus.  In their search for the Messiah they model for us what it 

means to truly worship Christ and to make Jesus the king of our lives in real, every day ways. 
This encounter with the Christ-Child reminds us that even in the times we would call ordinary, 

God is at work. 
 
 

1.  Share how you spent the holidays?  What was a highlight?   

 
2.  When you need guidance in life what do you do?  Where do you look?  Who is someoneyou would 
describe as “wise” or whom you seek out for direction?   

 
READ:  Matthew 2:1-12  
 
3.  Why was it important that Jesus be born in Bethlehem?  In light of prophecy (v. 6) why was Herod so 
concerned that the baby be found?  This is a real life drama about determining who is king.  How does it 
reflect the spiritual battle for “kingship” in our lives?   What would it mean if Jesus was truly the king of 
our lives?   

 
4. When they found him, the Magi respond to Jesus by worshiping him.  What are places or times that 
you have found it natural to worship Jesus?  What are places or times that you have found it difficult? 

 
5.   Think about what might represent the “gold, incense and myrrh” in your life?  How have you offered 
them to Jesus?  Is it hard/easy to give? 

 
READ:  Matthew 2:11; 4:9; 14:33 and 28:9 
 
6.  In all of these passages Matthew describes worship. What are similarities that you see between the 
verses? 

 
7.  Often in the Bible when people are "worshiping" they fall to the ground. What do you think is so 
significant about the physical action of falling to the ground when one worships? What do you think this 
represents? How might this action be understood/practiced today? 

 
READ:  Romans 12:1-2 
 
8.  In this passage the Apostle Paul gives us another image of what Christian worship is to look like. What 
stands out to you as you read Paul's description? How might this impact our worship today? Everyday? 

 
9.  We live in a world that worships all sorts of things. What are some things that you find competing for 
your worship of Jesus? 
 
10.  In this season of new beginnings, what are ways that you can spend more time worshiping Jesus? 
What might that worship look like? 


