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Shake the Christmas Tree 

Matthew 1 
  

  
LifeGroup Notes   

  
When we look at the ancestry tree of Jesus we see all kinds of different people: women & men; kings & peasants; 

prostitutes & prophets; Jews & Gentiles; citizens & foreigners; saints & sinners.  But they aren’t just part of the story.  
They are the point of the story.  Jesus came for every kind of person just as he came from every kind of person because 

every kind of person needs Jesus. 
 
1.  Think back to your childhood, what is your most vivid memory about your grandparents?  What did you 
like best about them?    
 
 
2.   What do you know about your ancestry tree?  What would you like to discover about it?  Who is the 
most famous person you are related to?   
 
 
Read Matthew 1:1-17 (see how many names you can pronounce)    
3.  What titles does Matthew assign Jesus in verses 1 and 16?  What is the meaning of each title?   
 

 
4.  Which people do you recognize?  What do you remember about each of these people?  Who are the 
most significant on the list in terms of establishing who Jesus is?  Are there any inclusions that surprise you?   
 
 
5.  Why do you think some women where named when it was not the Jewish custom to include women’s 
names in genealogies?  What do you know about these women?  How do you feel about being included in 
the list of God’s family members?   
 
 
6.  Note the three sections that Matthew uses to divide up the genealogy.  What great event climaxes each 
section?  
 
 
7.  If Luke’s genealogy (Luke 3:23-38 ) goes all the way back to Adam to emphasizes the universality of the 
gospel, what is Matthew’s point in beginning with Abraham?  What do these two lists tells us bout God’s 
plan for salvation?    
 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 
8.  How would you feel in Joseph’s place in verse 19?  In 20-21?  How would you explain what was 
happening?  What would you say to God?   
 
 
9.  What reasons does Matthew give as to why Jesus was born (v. 21)?  Apart from fulfilling prophecy, why 
was Jesus’ virgin birth necessary?   
 
 
10.  Have you experienced Jesus as “Immanuel” in your life lately?  Share.  What do you learn about faith 
from Joseph’s response?   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This is our last week for “LifeGroup Notes” until after Christmas.   
We encourage your group to plan a party during December to celebrate.   

LifeGroups will begin again in January. 


