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The weeks preceding Christmas can be one of the most difficult times for us to focus on God. 
We feel the weight of buying gifts, preparing for guests, putting up the Christmas tree, stringing 
the lights, baking cookies and fitting in “get togethers” alongside our regular activities. 
Sometimes it feels more like work than a celebration.  It takes great intentionality to make 
space for Christ during the Christmas season.  This year invite God to help you use the truth of 
the Bible, the presence of his Spirit, the fellowship of others and the power of prayer to develop 
a fresh vision of Jesus and a deeper understanding of his work in your life.  Then Christmas 
becomes not a task to be done but a celebration to treasured.   
 
1.  What stood out to you as significant, challenging, memorable or inspiring about the YWAM 
presentation and message this week?   
 
 
2.  How are you approaching Christmas this year?  Do you feel pressure to accomplish 
everything, are you worried, sad, or do you feel ready to dive in and enjoy the season?  Do you 
have a favourite memory or tradition?  Share? 
 
 
Read Isaiah 9:1-7 
3.  In this passage we encounter the people of Israel and Judah in a terrible state. King Ahaz 
has turned away from the sign God offered him, but now Isaiah prophesies of a greater King 
who is coming to put things right. Describe a time when you have been overwhelmed or deeply 
perplexed with the reality of the darkness and evil which is present in our world. 
 
 
4.  The light dawns in verse 2.  What specific changes does Isaiah predict?  Reflect on how the 
presence of lights transforms our homes and neighbourhoods at Christmas.  
 
 
5. Verses 2-5 are the trumpet fanfare announcing the arrival of the new ruler. What is this new 
ruler like according to verses 6 & 7? 
 
 
6.  Reflect on the names in verse 6. What significance does each one have?  Which one do you 
relate to must naturally?    Wonderful Counselor; Mighty God; Everlasting Father; Prince of 
Peace. 
 
 
7.  As you approach Advent, which of these aspects would you particularly like to experience 
and why? 
 
 
8.  In what ways is the coming of the kingdom of justice and righteousness mentioned in verse 
7 good news for the poor, the needy and the oppressed?  How does this relate to the message 
we heard on Sunday from YWAM?   
 
 
9.  Reflect on the kind of God you have seen in this chapter.  What is this God telling you about 
how to approach a discouraging situation that you are facing or that you see in the world? Talk 
with God about how you are feeling as you approach Christmas. If you are feeling frustration or 
disappointment, express your feelings. Allow yourself to sit silently in his presence and listen for 
his response. 

 
 

Next week will be our last week for “LifeGroup Notes” until after Christmas.  We 
encourage your group to plan a party during December to celebrate Christmas.  

LifeGroups will begin again in January. 
 


