
Jesus did not come to change the mind  
of God about humanity.   

Jesus came to change the mind  
of humanity about God.

- Richard Rohr
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INTERPRETING THE PARABLE
What spiritual connections can you see in the themes of “Inception”?



John 10:10  

The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and 

destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and 

have it to the full. 

“Your Mind is the Scene of the Crime”



2Cor 10:3-5  

...We demolish strongholds 
and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we 
take captive every thought 

to make it obedient to 
Christ. 

“Your Mind is the Scene of the Crime”



These conceptual strongholds and 
core inner beliefs can either lead 

us deeper into the fulness of God’s 
story or blind and block us from 

experiencing the love Jesus 
shares with the Father in the 

fellowship of the Spirit. 

“Your Mind is the Scene of the Crime”



REFLECT ON THE WAKE-UP “KICK”
What is the Spirit saying and doing to wake you up?



What is the Spirit saying and doing to wake you up?
REFLECT ON THE WAKE-UP “KICK”



Rom 12:2 (NIV)  
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  

Allowing	the	Holy	Spirit	to	renew	your	mind,		

a	complete	renovaAon	of	how	you	see	God,	yourself	
and	others,	and	if	necessary	an	extreme	makeover,	
so	the	Father,	Son	and	Spirit	can	rebuild	something	

life-giving	and	real	on	the	unshakable	founda?on	of	

your	inclusion	in	their	communion.

ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO RENEW YOUR MIND
Changing your mind about God, yourself and others.



“Repent”	in	Greek	is	“metanoia”	(μετάνοια) 
and	is	best	translated	“a	change	of	mind”	

Luke 15:1-7 
 “…I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who [change their 
mind about] _________ than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need [to change their minds]. 

What is the Holy Spirit trying to change about 
the way you see God, yourself and others?

ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO RENEW YOUR MIND
Changing your mind about God, yourself and others.



UNCOVERING OUR DEEPLY HIDDEN BELIEFS
What ideas about God, yourself and others are locked in your vault?



ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO “CHANGE YOUR MIND”
Inviting the Spirit to uncover the lies and reveal the truth. 



ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO “CHANGE YOUR MIND”
Inviting the Spirit to uncover the lies and reveal the truth. 



ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO “CHANGE YOUR MIND”
“You are and always have been my beloved child, not a disappointment”



ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO “CHANGE YOUR MIND”
“You are and always have been my beloved child, not a disappointment”



“It	is	?me	for	the	Church	to	wake	up	and	

see	the	light!		It	is	?me	for	us	to	know	the	

truth.		It	is	?me	for	you	to	know	who	God	

actually	is,	and	who	you	are,	and	to	know	
what	great	and	awesome	thing	God	your	

Father	has	actually	made	of	you	in	His	Son	
by	the	power	of	the	Spirit.”		

—	Baxter	Kruger	from	“The	Secret”

ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO RENEW YOUR MIND
Changing your mind about God, yourself and others.



Romans 8:15-16 (MSG)    

“This resurrection life you received from God is 
not a timid, grave-tending life.  

It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a 
childlike “What’s next, Papa?”  

God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who 
we really are. We know who he is, and we 
know who we are: Father and children.  

And we know we are going to get what’s coming 
to us—an unbelievable inheritance! 



COOPERATING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
Viola Davis pays tribute to Meryl Streep at the Golden Globes



Viola Davis pays tribute to Meryl 

Streep at the Golden Globes

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HT2AWK1Xr4U



Viola Davis: “…I can only imagine where 
you go, Meryl, when you disappear into a 
character. I imagine that you’re in them, 
patiently waiting, using yourself as a 
conduit, encouraging them, coaxing 
them to release all their mess, confess, 
expose -- to live…  
You make me feel that what I have in me, 
my body, my face, my age, is enough. 
You encapsulate that great Émile Zola 
quote that if you ask me as an artist what I 
came into this world to do, I, an artist, 
would say, I came to live out loud.” 



Jesus came into this world and the Spirit was poured 
out on all of humanity to help us live out loud…  

To move within us to remind us that we’re not alone…  
To take EVERYTHING that belongs to Jesus and enable 
us to believe, receive and enjoy it as our own…    

Patiently waiting for us to willingly let go of our 
mythological images of God, ourselves and others, 

coaxing us to release all the mess,  
confess, expose -- to live!!  

Encouraging us to explore the mystery and wonder of 
the deepest truth of our human exisitence, which is  

“Christ in you, the hope of glory” 



…to enable you to embrace your own unique 
humanity, your one-of-a-kind, personalized 

reflection of Jesus’ glorious humanity; 
To dare to believe and feel that what you  
have in yourself, your body, your face,  

your age is enough!!   
And to freely and joyfully do what only you can do 

in this world -- to live out loud as your best self, 
your real self, as a fully known and  

deeply loved child of God!!  

— Michael Lafleur, R&R Church, Jan. 15th 2017



The Holy Spirit is working to awaken and persuade 
everyone to believe what God knows to be true about 

them as His forgiven, beloved children.





With the help of the Spirit, 
listen to the voice of the 
Father, calling you His 

beloved child.  

Picture yourself inside His 
loving embrace. 

[ go to “A Reflection on God’s Unconditional 
Love” video here: https://vimeopro.com/
user2890445/reflection-on-gods-
unconditional-love  ] 





RECLAIMING OUR BELOVEDNESS: “COME HOLY SPIRIT”
“You are and always have been my beloved child…”  (ministry time)



RECLAIMING OUR BELOVEDNESS: “COME HOLY SPIRIT”
“You are and always have been my beloved child…”  (ministry time)



[Bulletin insert: a prayer for further reflection] 

“You Are My Beloved” 

( The following is an affirmation alluding to Scriptures about God’s love, adapted from Henri Nouwen’s writings ) 

 As you listen closely to God’s loving voice with great inner 
attentiveness, you will begin to hear your heavenly Father say:   

“You are my Beloved child, on you my favour rests.   
I have called you by name from the very beginning.   

You are mine and I am yours forever. 

I have molded you in the depths of the earth and knitted you together in 
your mother’s womb.  I have carved you in the palms of my hands and 
hidden you in the shadow of my embrace.  I look at you with infinite 
tenderness and care for you, with a care more intimate than that of a 

mother for her child.   



[continued] 

I have counted every hair on your head and journeyed with you at every step.  
 Wherever you go, I go with you, and wherever you rest, I keep watch.   

I will give you food that will satisfy all your hunger and drink that will quench 
all your thirst.  I will not hide my face from you.   

You know me as your own as I know you as my own.  You belong to me.  
I am your father, your mother, your closest friend, and the lover of your soul.   

Nothing you have ever done or ever will do can make me love you more or 
cause me to love you less than I already do.   

Nothing can ever separate you from my love, for I have loved you with  
an everlasting love. 



[continued] 

I long for you to make yourself intimately at home in my unfailing love and to 
experience my tender embrace as the place where you will receive all that 

you desire, all that you ever hoped for, all that you will ever need.   

It is the place beyond all earning, deserving, and rewarding.   
It is the place of surrender and complete trust.   

It is the place where you are held safe in the embrace of an all-loving Father  
who continually calls you by name and says,  

‘You are my Beloved child, on you my favour rests.’ ”


