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INTIMATE ENCOUNTERS WITH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT ON THE INSIDE



 Acts 19:1-12 (NLT) 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions until 
he reached Ephesus, on the coast, where he found several believers. 2 “Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” he asked them.

“No,” they replied, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

3 “Then what baptism did you experience?” he asked.

And they replied, “The baptism of John.”

4 Paul said, “John’s baptism called for repentance from sin. But John 
himself told the people to believe in the one who would come later, 
meaning Jesus.”

5 As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.6 Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied. 7 There were 
about twelve men in all.




 Acts 19:1-12 (NLT)

Paul Ministers in Ephesus

8 Then Paul went to the synagogue and preached boldly for the next three 
months, arguing persuasively about the Kingdom of God. 9 But some 
became stubborn, rejecting his message and publicly speaking against the 
Way. So Paul left the synagogue and took the believers with him. Then he 
held daily discussions at the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for the 
next two years, so that people throughout the province of Asia—both Jews 
and Greeks—heard the word of the Lord.

11 God gave Paul the power to perform unusual miracles. 12 When 
handkerchiefs or aprons that had merely touched his skin were placed on 
sick people, they were healed of their diseases, and evil spirits were 
expelled.




Like the Ephesian believers, sometimes we live out our 
spiritual lives largely unaware of the presence and passion of 

the Holy Spirit who longs to make God’s love real to us.  
.



OVERCOMING OUR FEARS TO THRIVE  
AS BELOVED CHILDREN



From the moment the human race fell in the Garden, we been hiding in 
the bushes, enslaved by fear in various forms that blinds us from seeing 

who God really is and who we really are as his beloved children.



My story: Growing up 
as a pastor’s kid  

- blinded by religious dualism 

INVITING GOD FULLY INTO OUR STORY
My Life-long Journey to Experience my Belovedness



My story: Growing up 
as a pastor’s kid  

- blinded by religious dualism 

- unaware of how Jesus longed to 
share fully in my unique everyday 

life and experiences 
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My Life-long Journey to Experience my Belovedness

My story: as a young pastor  
- bound by religious legalism and a slave 

mindset rather than sonship 
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My story: as a young pastor  
- bound by religious legalism and a slave 

mindset rather than sonship 
- unaware of Father’s unconditional love 

beyond deserving/rewarding 
- my 1988 Breakthrough on Hwy 69        

(“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”)  

My Life-long Journey to Experience my Belovedness
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1.	Come,	thou	long	expected	Jesus,		
Born	to	set	thy	people	free;		

From	our	fears	and	sins	release	us,		
Let	us	find	our	rest	in	thee.		

Israel's	strength	and	consolaAon,		
Hope	of	all	the	earth	thou	art;		
Dear	desire	of	every	naAon,		
Joy	of	every	longing	heart.







My story: as a young pastor  
- bound by religious legalism and a slave 

mindset rather than sonship 
- unaware of Father’s unconditional love 

beyond deserving/rewarding 
- my 1988 Breakthrough on Hwy 69        

(“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”) 
- An unveiling of the Father’s heart      

(The 1994  Toronto Outpouring)

My Life-long Journey to Experience my Belovedness
INTIMATE ENCOUNTERS WITH THE SPIRIT



Zephaniah 3:17 (NLT)  

“For the Lord your God is 
living among you. 

He is a mighty saviour. 
He will take delight in you 

with gladness. 
    With his love, he will calm 

all your fears. 
    He will rejoice over you 

with joyful songs.” 



The Holy Spirit is committed to overcoming your 
blindness and brokenness, your fears and faithlessness, 
and enabling you to thrive and participate fully in Jesus’ 

loving, intimate relationship with the Father.

Jn 14:15, 18-20, 25 (MSG)  

“I will talk to the Father, and 
he’ll provide you another 

Friend so that you will always 
have someone with you...  

I will not leave you 
orphaned... 



The Holy Spirit is committed to overcoming your 
blindness and brokenness, your fears and faithlessness, 
and enabling you to thrive and participate fully in Jesus’ 

loving, intimate relationship with the Father.

Jn 14:15, 18-20, 25 (MSG)  
…At that moment you will know 
absolutely that I’m in my Father, 

and you’re in me, and I’m in you... 
The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom 

the Father will send at my 
request, will make everything 

plain to you. He will remind you of 
all the things I have told you.  



Jn 16:13-15 (MSG)  
But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the 

Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide 
you into all the truth there is. He won’t draw 
attention to himself, but will make sense out of 
what is about to happen and, indeed, out of all 
that I have done and said. He will honour me; 

he will take from me and deliver it to you. 

Everything the Father has is also mine. 

That is why I’ve said, ‘He takes from me and 

delivers to you.’


Immanuel means that God is now sharing His life with us 
and we are now sharing in God's life. We have all been 

given the indescribable gift of participating in Jesus 
Christ's relationship with God the Father Almighty in the 



Immanuel means that God is now sharing His life with us and 
we are now sharing in God's life. We have all been given the 

indescribable gift of participating in Jesus Christ's relationship 
with God the Father Almighty in the fellowship of the Spirit. 

Jn 17:24-26 (MSG)  
Father, I want those you gave me to be with 

me, right where I am, so they can see my 
glory, the splendour you gave me, having 

loved me long before there ever was a 
world… 

I have made your very being known to them— 
Who you are and what you do— and continue 

to make it known, so that your love for me 
Might be in them exactly as I am in them.



“ALL IS WELL” BECAUSE WE’RE INSIDE JESUS’ 
LOVING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER



Jn 5:20 (MIRROR)  
For the Father and the Son are best of 

friends! They have no secrets; the 
Father gladly lets his son in on 

everything he does and will continue 
to show him works of most significant 
proportions, which will astound you! 
(The Father loves [1phileo]the Son with 

fondness.) 

“ALL IS WELL” BECAUSE WE’RE INSIDE JESUS’ 
LOVING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER



Jesus gives definition to God’s eternal love-dream of 
our unhindered union with him, forever free from the 

obstructive consciousness of sin.

 Jn 8:31-32 (MSG)  “If you stick with this, 
living out what I tell you, you are my 

disciples for sure. Then you will 
experience for yourselves the truth, 

and the truth will free you.” 
Jn	8:32	(MIRROR)	
“In	this	abiding,	you	will	fully	know	the	

truth	about	who	you	are,	and	this	
knowing	will	be	your	freedom”	



Romans 8:1 (The MIRROR)  
“Now the decisive conclusion is this: 

in Christ, every bit of condemning 
evidence against us is cancelled.” 

Hebrew 8:8-12 (The MIRROR)  
[ see Francois De Toit’s paraphrase 

translation with commentary notes… ]

Jesus gives definition to God’s eternal love-dream of 
our unhindered union with him, forever free from the 

obstructive consciousness of sin.


