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 Conversations with God: Jesus prayer for Unity 
John 17:20-23 

 
 

I have waged this war against myself for many years 
It was terrible. 

But now I am disarmed. 
I am no longer frightened of anything 

because love banishes fear. 
I am disarmed of the need to be right 

and to justify myself by disqualifying others. 
I am no longer on the defensive, 

holding onto my riches. 
I just want to welcome and to share. 

I don’t hold on to my ideas and projects. 
IF someone shows me something better- 

no, I shouldn’t say better but good – 
I accept them without any regrets. 

I no longer seek to compare. 
What is good, true and real is always for me the best. 

That is why I have no fear. 
When we are disarmed and dispossessed of self, 

If we open our hearts to the God-Man 
who makes all things new, 

then He takes away past hurts 
and reveals a new world 

where everything is possible. 
By Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION  
 
 

Who are the people in your life who pray for you?  How does it make you feel that Jesus 
prays for you? 
 
READ John 17:1-5 
Jesus prays that God would be glorified.   
What would it look like for God to be glorified in your life? 
 



 
READ John 17:6-12 
When Jesus prays for his disciples, he prays for protection.   
Where have you experienced God’s protection?   
Where do you need to ask God for his protection? 
 
READ John 17:13-19 
It has been said that God so loved the world that he sent Jesus, and Jesus so loved the 
world that he sent us (v.18).   
How do you believe you are being sent to the world?   
How do you believe Chartwell is being sent to the world? 
 
READ John 17:20-23 
Twice Jesus prays that we would be one, so that the world might believe in Jesus. 
How does unity lead people toward faith in Christ? 
Where do you find unity challenging? 
What are some barriers to unity that you have encountered? 
 
READ John 17:24-26 
Jesus ends his prayer for us by asking that we would know the Father through him. 
How does looking at Jesus help you understand who the Father is? 
 
 


