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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION  

 
1. Do you find that it is easier or harder to live as a follower of Jesus when you are at 
home?  What are the things that make it easier?  What are the things that make it 
harder? 

READ Colossians 3:18-4:1 
What is your initial overall reaction to this passage? What questions does this passage 
raise for you? 

In 3:18-21 what are the underlying attitudes in how family members are to treat one and 
other? 

 
Paul’s command to wives has come in for particular criticism. NT Wright suggests verse 
18 is best translated as “treat your husband with respect”. In many translations the key 
word in verse 18 comes out as submit. This conjures up the image of a downtrodden 
woman, the victim of her husband’s every whim, unable to be herself, to think her own 
thoughts, to make a grown up contribution to the relationship.  

What indications are there in this passage that this downtrodden image is not at all what 
Paul has in mind? 

In Paul’s day husbands and masters could rule supreme and unquestioned. How are 
Paul’s instructions for relationships, every bit as revolutionary as what some people 
might wish he had said? 

 
Paul offers only very brief guidelines about various relationships, and so he must have 
intended his audience to work out the details for themselves. It is no bad thing, then, for 
us today to do the same.  
What different (but equally legitimate and biblical) ways of raising a family or relating to a 
co-workers can you think of? 
   

 
Where in your life do you have opportunity to exercise your freedom by choosing to 
submit, obey, love, respect, provide or treat fairly? 
 
What are the barriers to freedom that prevent us from being able to live this way? 


