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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION  

 
 

 
READ Colossians 3:5-11 
1. Revisit the four metaphors Paul uses- two for our new identities - new humanity 
(v.10) & new citizens (v.2, 12) and two for our new behaviours - kill (v.5) & shedding 
(V. 9). Just as runners strip themselves of all unnecessary weight, Christians must shed 
whatever weights them down. What do the things we are to ‘put to death” have in 
common (v.5)?  
 
 

2. In what sense does greed equal idolatry (v.5-7)? How can we keep God’s perspective 
on immorality and greed when our culture accepts them as normal?  For instance, 
Consumerism says that getting and spending is our salvation. How does that creep into 
our lives? What habits or practices could confront that philosophy from overwhelming 
us? 
 

3. In the news this past Football season there were examples of violence in off the field 
relationships. How do you think the ‘philosophy’ of this sport works its way into all areas 
of players lives?  If Paul wrote this letter to us today what philosophies would he 
identify?  
 

4. What actions did Paul say to put off, and what does each of them mean? What can 
we do practically to get rid of these sins or to keep from committing them? What 
motivations to not sin did Paul mention? 
 
 

5. Our old ways of reacting are compared to a garment we took off when we received 
Christ (v. 8-10). Why is each type of behaviour inconsistent with our new life in Christ? 
How does falling back into these old motives or actions in verse 5 and 8-9 affect you 
and your relationships to others? Which of the sins listed in this passage do you have 
the most trouble with? Why? How will you get victory over it this week? 

 
 
6. What are the practices of your faith that have helped you in shedding dead skin and 
starving the old human nature? What practices help feed the new nature?  What are the 
results of this renewal? 
When have you ever broken the rules? What happened?  What were the consequences? 
 


