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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 

1.  In today’s study Paul is describing the call, goal, struggles & results of the ministry 
that God had called him to.  Has there been a time when you had a goal in life that was 
compelling enough that you were willing to sacrifice and suffer for it.  What helped you 
to keep going?    

 
2. Has there been a time when you were really excited about a ministry opportunity for 
serving God? Where are you currently serving? 

 
3.  If someone asked, how would you define God’s call on your life?   
What is the personal mission, ministry or commission that God has given you? How did 
you discover it? What is the importance of discovering it? 

 
READ Colossians 1:24-29 
4.  Describe Paul’s attitude towards suffering.  How does it differ from ours?  (Also see 
Romans 5:3-5, 2 Cor. 1:3-9, 2 Tim. 4:5-8). 
 
 
5.   What does it mean to, “fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 
affliction”?  How do we sometimes suffer for the sake of others and for the church?   
 
6.  The term, “mystery” refers to something that was previously hidden which God now 
wishes to make clear?  Have you ever had an “aha” moment when you finally 
understood something about God that was previously confusing?  Is there something 
you still don’t get?   

 
7.  In 1 Cor. 11:1 Paul says, “Follow me as I follow Christ.”  How would you describe 
what Paul was like as a person and believer?  Which of his characteristics would you 
most like to emulate?   

 
8.  Paul says that God empowered him for ministry.  How do we tap into, experience 
and rely on the power of God to serve, overcome temptation, or persevere in the midst 
of difficulty?   

 
Finish with prayer.  Share where you are facing suffering right now in your life?  Ask 
God to provide servers in every area of ministry in our church.  
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