
The Climb                                                                                         Chartwell Baptist Church 

Andrew Gordon                                                                                                  April 6, 2014  

 
 

 “Protection and Security” 

Psalm 123-125 

Chartwell Baptist Church 
a community of faith, love and hope 

 

 
A Prayer for Lent. 

 
I stumble, Lord - a lot! 

I bend under pressure and trip over my own mistakes... 

I lose my balance and fall flat on my face... 
And sometimes I'm a stumbling block for those whose paths cross mine... 

  
Still, you never fail to help me, reaching out to lend your hand... 

You're always there to lift me up, dust me off, give me a second chance and help me on my 

way... 
  

So, when I'm hard pressed, Lord, and get in my own way... 
When I'm not steady on my feet and need your help to keep my balance... 

When I'm a pothole or a rut on the road my neighbour travels... 
  

Then remind me of your help, make steady all my steps, reach out with your strong arm to catch 

me as I fall, and let my foot not trip another walking by my side... 
 

Lord, thank You for spreading Your protective shield over us each day. 
Shielding us from the worry that keeps on pressing, from the fear that creeps in from behind, 

from the dark that seeps up the edges.  Shield us today, so we can rest and worship and not be 

worriers -- because You are our Protector. 
 
  

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 
 

 

1. When have you survived danger (either physical or spiritual) through the Lord’s help?  Explain 
the experience.  How did you know it was the Lord?  

 
2. In recalling God's faithfulness and loyalty to you complete the sentence, "The Lord showed me 

that he was on my side when he ... ".  Have each person share and then move into a time of 

prayer and thankfulness.   
 

READ:  Psalm 123-125 
3. What would their destiny have been if the Lord had not rescued them?  What does it mean to 

you to know that the Lord is on your side?   

 
4. Notice that in the first verse of all three Psalms the attention is drawn to the presence and 

protection of the Lord?  Why is this so important to remember?  Why do we struggle to turn to 
God when we have difficulties and danger?   



 

 
5. Are there specific areas of your life where you need God's protection or provision? Take some 

time to intentionally give those areas over to God. 
 

 

6. Reflect on the security and hope that is yours in Christ. How do they affect your ability to trust 
and obey God? 

 
 

7. In reading Ps. 123, how do Christians experience/respond to ridicule from the proud?  When 
have you been misunderstood or maligned for your faith?  

 

 
8. How do you think these pilgrims felt as they travelled along, recited these Psalms and reflected 

on their own situation?  Are those who are “trusting” immune from “shaking”?  What do you do 
when you are facing harsh realities?   

 

9. Pray.  Admit your fears to the Lord and ask him for his peace as you trust him. Thank him for 
stories of rescue.  Put your present and future in his hands 
          
10. Recommended reading: “Practicing the Presence of God” by Brother Lawrence.  You can listen to it 
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQS9mbXJ5UU .  

Are there some practical (creative) ways that you could practice the presence of God this coming 

week? 
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