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 “Excuses, Excuses” 

Jeremiah 1:1-19 

Chartwell Baptist Church 
a community of faith, love and hope 

  
QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 
1.  What was the best or most memorable time you used an “excuse” to get out of a 

responsibility, commitment or offer you didn’t want? (i.e. got out of work or school to watch the 

Olympics, cancelled a date, homework, etc.)  
 

 
2.  Why are we so tempted to use excuses? (i.e. Fear?  We like how things are?   We know what 

we should do but we still don’t want to do it?)  

 
READ: Jeremiah 1:1-10 

3.  What was Jeremiah’s occupation before he was called to be a prophet and “sing” the song of 
God?  How do you think, “the Word of God came to him”?  How do you discern God’s voice in 

your life?   How do you know it’s God’s?  

4.  What is Jeremiah’s reaction to God’s call?  Why?  Do you ever feel inadequate for what God 

has called you to?  How do you overcome that?   

5.  God has been involved in preparing Jeremiah all along.   Have you ever had God prepare you 
for something years before it came to pass?  How?  

 

6.  What things in our culture need to be “uprooted” and “torn down”?  What needs to be 

“planted” and “established”?  How do we do that as a church?    

 

7.  How do you think God uses your life or wants to use it?  Do you feel that you have a special 

call or special abilities given to you by God?   What are you good at?  If you don’t have an 
answer ask a friend or others in your group.      

 

8.  What “borderland” situations do you encounter on a regular basis? Remember: Borderlands 
are places where differing beliefs, values and cultures meet. It may be as simple as a relationship 

with another person. 

 

9.  How have you “settled into them,” just as God called the exiles to settle into Babylon? What 
contacts, gifts or abilities do you have that are relevant to this borderland? 

 

10.  To be effective in this borderland, what “genre” should you pick to sing the song of God? 
What needs to be the focus of what you do and say?  (Hope, Compassion, Ideas, Relationships, 

Values, Human Worth).  In what practical ways might you express and live out the Gospel in this 
borderland?                


