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 “Why Our Exile is Good News for the US and the World” 

Jeremiah 31:7-14, Jeremiah 8:18-22 

 
Chartwell Baptist Church 

a community of faith, love and hope 
  

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 

1. In your opinion what is the most romantic song you know?  Take a few minutes and make a 

list of all the pop songs you know that have “love” in the title.  See how many you can come up 
with in 5 minutes.  Now look at the list and think, “what is the prominent message?”  
 
 

READ:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 
2. What promised do you find most compelling in these verses?  Why?   
 

 

3.  What are some borderland situations around us or in your experience where people need a 
message of hope?  Who needs to hear, “There’s hope!”? 
 

 

b. How does the Good News especially apply in those situations?  What does God’s hope look like 

to them or to that situation?    
 

 
4.  What might a Christian message of hope be about for a impoverished African village?  How 

might it differ from a song of hope sung in the suburbs of a relatively wealthy industrial country?  

In what ways is there, “one song but many styles of music”? 
 

READ: Jeremiah 8:18-22 
5.  This is a cry for understanding and empathy.  Can you name borderland situations where 

people might be singing this song and where people need to hear, “I understand”?   
 
 

b. How does the Good News especially apply in those situations?  What does God’s empathy look 

life?  How would you explain it to those who need it?   

 
 

6.  What borderland experiences of suffering in your own life might help you understand the 
suffering of others?  Why is it important to understand what people are telling us and feeling 

before we attempt to help?   
 

 

7.  Identify one borderland setting in which you might “sing” through word or action this week.  
Where could you bring the message of either hope or compassion?  Take time to pray for those 

who need to hear this song.   
 

 

If you haven’t taken time to “laugh” (do something fun together) or “love” (serve others) as a 
group recently, discuss when you will make that happen. 

                  


