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 “Hope, Humanity and the Art of Rap” 

Isaiah 49:13-23, Luke 5:27-32 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
1. We are deeply influenced by media and art.  Is there a song that changed the way you think 

about something, that helped you see an issue or an experience from another point of view?  If 

not, was there a book or a movie that did the same thing?  What was it?  What changed in your 
perspective?   
 
 

READ:  Isaiah 49:13-23  
2. How would you have felt to hear this message of Isaiah if you were an exile in Babylon?  

Emotionally and spiritually what does it mean to be a forsaken captive?   
 
 

3. What references to Jesus and the cross do you see woven into this passage?  What is the 

connection between the cross, their exile & redemption? 
 

 

4. Have there been situations in your experience where people needed to be affirmed in their 
sense of worth, where they needed to know they mattered?  And mattered to God?   Why is this 

such a basic and foundational need?   
 
 

b. How does the Good News especially apply in that type of situation?  How does the gospel 

speak to the truth of human worth?    What is the proof that we matter to God?   Who do you 

need to remind of this truth?  How will you? 
 

 
READ: Luke 5:27-32  

5. Why are the Pharisees so offended by Jesus’ relationships with ‘sinners’?  How would you 
describe the mission and method of Jesus (v.31-32)?   

 
6. Jesus’ mission was unique but it sets a pattern for ours as well.   

Do you have close relationships with people who are outside of the church?  Why or why not?   
Do they know about your faith?  What is their response?  How relaxed or uptight are you in 

talking with them about faith?  
 

 

7.  If you have children, do you encourage them in their relationships with those who are far 
from God?  How do you both equip them to be with Christ and a light for Christ in the world?  

How do you protect them?  Explain.   
 

8. Identify someone, who does not attend church, who you could contact this week and arrange 

to meet for coffee, have dinner with or do something fun.  Don’t ambush them with your faith, 
but don’t hide it either – be yourself.                                                    

                  


