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 “Singing on the Riverbanks” 

Psalm 137, 1 Peter 2:9-12 

 
Chartwell Baptist Church 

a community of faith, love and hope 
  

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 

1. Do you listen to the radio?  Which station/style?   680News, 590 The Fan, CHFI, Q107?  Is 

there a station you can’t stand?  Why?   
 

2.  Have you ever developed a taste for a kind of music you didn’t like before?  How did that 
happen?    

 

3.  In this series we have been talking about “borderlands” which is a place that is not native or 
natural for you, that takes you out of your comfort zone.  Describe a borderland experience 

you’ve had recently.  Was it pleasant?  Scary? Exciting?   
 

 
READ:  Psalm 137 

4. What is the emotion the psalmist is feeling in the borderland (exiled in Babylon)?  Why do their 

captors demand a song?  Why is this offensive to them?     
 

5.  Have you ever faced overwhelming grief (wanted to hang up your harp)?  How did you 
survive?  What role did God and faith play?  What did you learn? 

 

 
6.  In what ways are God’s people exiled today?  Are there areas of our culture that we once took 

for granted as Christians that have changed or disappeared?   
 

 

7.  How should the church and Christians respond to the increasingly post-Christian culture 
around us?  Engage it?  Resist it?  Accommodate it? Challenge it?  Ignore it?  

 
READ: Jeremiah 29:1-9 

8.  Where do you feel most at home outside of the church?  Where do you feel least at home?  
What makes the difference?  How can we help people in our borderland feel at home?   

 

 
9.  How does the prospect of “putting down roots” in a borderland situation make you feel?  

When you think about the place you live – street, apartment, condo – what would it look like to 
live out your faith there?   

 

 
10.  When you look at the ministries in our church, do we tend towards going out into borderland 

situations with people or inviting people to come in and join us from their borderland situations?  
Give an example of each.                         

                    


