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 “Living as the Church in the Borderland” 

Psalm 137, Jeremiah 29:4-7 

 
Chartwell Baptist Church 

a community of faith, love and hope 
 

 
Dr. Gary Nelson.  Today our message on video comes from Dr. Gary Nelson.  Gary is friend of 

Chartwell and is an author and teacher focusing on missional living as the church, urban 

missiology, as well as church leadership, in the Canadian context.  He is the president of Tyndale 
Seminary, is the former General Secretary of the CBM and for many years served as pastor of 

First Baptist Edmonton which he lead through a time of significant renewal and recovery of 
mission.  He is the author of “Borderland Churches: A Congregation’s Introduction to Missional 

Living”.   
 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 
 

 1.  Reflecting back over Christmas and New Year’s, what is one word you would use to describe 
that time?  What was one of the highlights? 

 

2.  What style of music do you enjoy listening to the most?  Can you name an influential song 
that has moved you in some way, or played an important role at a critical time in your life?  

 
3.  This series will explore several metaphors.   One is singing the song of God.  Music can have a 

powerful impact on us.  It can bring people together who otherwise would not be, but they are 

compelled by the music.  Likewise, God’s story, though never changing, can be told in different 
styles and set to different rhythms but it brings us together and tells us about who God is.  Each 

of us has our own musical style which God can use to share his story.  How would you describe 
the musical style of your faith: Rapping the truth straight up? Relational country? Sympathetic 

blues? Creative jazz? 

 
READ Psalm 137 

4.  What is the mood of the exiled musicians?  Why do their captors demand a song?   Why is 
“remembering Jerusalem” so important to the Psalmist?   

 
5.  How do you find comfort and renewed hope in times of discouragement?  What role does 

faith play?  When is it beneficial to look to the past?  How do we avoid getting sentimentally 

stuck there? 
 

Read Jeremiah 29:4-7, 11-14 
6.  How is this passage the answer to the discouragement of Psalm 137?  What does God tell 

them to do in exile instead of mourning?  How does this set the stage for what he is about to do?   

 
7.  What barriers presently exist in our church that prevent us from embracing our missional 

identity? Are there things that prevent our church from changing from a “come to” church to a 
“go to” church? 

 



8.  What cultures or groups are present in our neighbourhood and city?  Is there a culture that 

our church is especially suited to reach?  What are some initiatives you could do (on your own, as 
a LifeGroup, or as a congregation) that would help us reach out to them in a way that felt like 

good news?    
 

9.  Think about the people you interact with every day.  Describe the gospel message God has 

for them.  How could you effectively share it as “good news” to them? 
 
 
 

 
                                           

  


