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 “But that is how He is” 
John 1:1-18 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
  
Q: Have you ever unexpectedly met or seen a “celebrity”? What was significant/memorable about 
the experience? Were you surprised by what you saw or the person that you met? How much did 

the environment that you saw/met the celebrity in impact your experience? Why? 

 
Q: Why do you think so many people are drawn to pictures/videos of celebrities doing “ordinary” 

things?  
 

Read John 1:1-18 
 

In the ancient world, the “Word” (John 1:1 &14) was a term used in both Jewish and Greek 

thought to describe the “rational principle that lies behind all that is and unites all things 
together.” For those unfamiliar with Jesus, verse 14 of John’s introduction would certainly have 

come as a shock. To suggest that the Word “became flesh and made his dwelling among us” 
would have seemed like a radical, if not preposterous, idea. Still today, many are comfortable 

with the concept of an impersonal God or Word behind the universe but when it is suggested 

that the Word is, not an impersonal force but rather, a person (specifically, Jesus of Nazareth) 
they are uncomfortable with it.  

Q: Why do you think this is?  
Q: In what ways does Jesus, the Word made flesh among us, challenge notions and assumptions 

that we have of who God is and what God is like? 
 

In the time of Jesus the gulf between what was common/ordinary and what was holy was huge. 

People lived with the conviction that to disregard this gulf would result in their own harm yet 
Jesus lived in such a way that seems to disregard this conviction (Brueggemann, Exodus, 1048). 
He touched those who would be considered impure, he interacted with those who were 
considered unholy, he was present in places and with people considered unholy.  

Q: How does Jesus’ interaction with those considered “unholy” redefine our understanding of 

what “holiness” is? 
Q: Taking this into consideration, how might you describe what “holiness” actually is?  

 
The language of John 1:14, that the Word has “made his dwelling among us” echoes the 

language used in the Old Testament to describe the Tabernacle (Exodus 25:8 & 29:44-46), the 

tent of God’s dwelling place with Israel. John 1:14 reminds us that despite our impurity and 
failure to be holy, God came and made his dwelling with us through Jesus.  

Q: As we join in with Jesus’ mission and agenda in this world, who are the people and where are 
places that we are invited/challenged to go? 

Q: What are things that hold us back from being with these people and going to these places? 

 
                                           

  
 


