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 When the Word became flesh 
John 1:1-14 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
  
1. Throughout history, Christians have celebrated the season of advent as a time of 
patient anticipation and preparation for the coming of Christmas. Yet for many of us, like 
the stores we shop in, we bypass Advent and jump straight to Christmas. Why do you 
think that the season of Advent (a time of patient anticipation and preparation) has 
been such a significant season for Christians throughout history? How might taking time 
to acknowledge and participate in the season of Advent help prepare us as Christians to 
celebrate Christmas well? 
 
Read John 1:1-18 
2.  As we talked about on Sunday, the first words of John’s Gospel- “in the beginning 
was the Word...” – echo the opening of Genesis, the first book in the Old Testament: ‘In 
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Why does John begin his story 
of Jesus with this reference to the story of creation?  What similarities do you see 
between these? 
 
 
3. Verses 1-2 and 18 begin and end the passage by stressing that the Word was and is 
God, and is intimately close to God. Why does John emphasize this so strongly? 
 
 
4. The word "word" is used in many different ways, and it seems John is using it in yet 
another way in John 1.  What is your understanding of ‘Word” as it is used in verse 1? 
 
 
5. This is the theme of John’s gospel: If you want to know who the true God is, look 
long and hard at Jesus. How does our understanding of God get off track when we try 
to think about who he is apart from Jesus?  What does Jesus tell us about who God is? 
 
 
6. What is comforting or encouraging to you about God taking on a human form? 
 
 
7. Where are the places that the Word needs to become flesh in your life? 
 
 
8. Where do you need to be more intentional about the words that you speak to others? 
                                           

  
 


