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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 

 
1. John’s gospel is filled with “encounters” with Jesus.  This fall we have looked at nine.  Can you 

recall them?  Which story in the life of Jesus do you find the most inspiring? Challenging?  
Confusing? 

 

READ John 11:1-16  
2. What is Jesus’ response when he hears Lazarus is sick?  In what ways does he surprise people 

and overturn their expectations? How has God surprised you by acting or answering a pray in a 
manner you did not anticipate or expect?   

 

3. Jesus tells them a strange little saying that people who walk in the daytime don’t trip up but 
people who walk around in the darkness do (v. 9-10).  What point is he trying to make?         

   
READ John 11:17-37 

4. How did Mary and Martha feel about Jesus’ late arrival?  How did they differ in the way they 

expressed their feelings?  Do you think that Jesus’ words were reassuring?  Confusing? Faith 
stretching?  How did Mary and Martha show their belief and faith even in the face of grief and 

doubt?  
 

5. Have you ever felt as if God wasn’t listening to your prayers?  What should we do when we 
are waiting for God to show up?   

 

6. In John 11 Jesus makes an incredible statement.  He does not say I have the power (the 
means, the authority) to provide resurrection and life.  Rather he says, “I am the resurrection 

and the life”.  What is the difference between the two?  In using the term “I am” (ego eimi – I 
God am he) Jesus is calling himself God.  There are 8 “I am” statements in John can you name 

them.  

 
READ John 11:38-44 

7. What do Jesus’ words, emotions and actions reveal about the character and mission of God?  
What does this teach us about God response to use when we are in overwhelming 

circumstances?   
 

8. What was Lazarus’ role in all of this?  What did Jesus do for him?  What did he need to do to 

fully experience his resurrection? 
 

 
9. What similarities do you notice between the story of the raising of Lazarus and that of Jesus’ 

own resurrection?   

 
10. What are you most looking forward to about “heaven”?  How do we live as people who not 

only look forward to eternal life, but who have already started to live it now?  
 
 


