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 The Man at the Pool 
John 5:1-15 
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In John 5 a disabled man by the pool at Bethesda encounters Jesus.    He was lost and 
alone, with no one to get him to the place of healing—what he thought was the 
bubbling pool water. However, it was Jesus, the Living Water, who approached and 
gave him a new, and mobile, life. We find ourselves in the story. Each of us needs a 
healing encounter with Christ.  We are also called to be like Jesus and take that Living 
Water to those who are lost, alone, in places of brokenness and shame. 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
1. Share of a time when you got physically stuck or lost?  What happened?  What did 
you feel?  How did you get rescued/freed? 
 
 
READ:  John 5:1-15 (Read it several times.  Imagine the scene – what do you see, 
hear, smell, feel?  Think of these events from different perspectives:  the lame man, 
Jesus, the disciples).    
 
2. What do you think motivated Jesus to go to Bethesda, a place of suffering, during a 
time of celebration?  What does this miracle reveal about Jesus, his attributes, his 
character, his Kingdom?   
 
 
3. Why do you think Jesus asked the question he does in verse 6?  What does the man 
hope Jesus will do for him?  What does Jesus do instead?  
Why do you think Jesus commands the man to walk?    
 
 
4. How were others affected by his healing?  Why is it important that Jesus sought him 
out to speak with him again? 
 
 
5. Like this man, many times those who are hurting go unnoticed.  Jesus takes time to 
notice and speak with this man.  Think about the people around you, who is hurting?  
Who could you take notice of and help?  Ask God to give us the eyes of Jesus for those 
around you this week.   
 
 
6. How have you felt God’s love demonstrated for you during a painful time?  Is there 
currently an area where you feel stuck and need Jesus to intervene (physically, 
spiritually, vocationally, relationally, emotionally)? 
 


