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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 
 

Jesus came to give us life so we may share that life with others 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 

 
 
1. Some of us can hardly remember a time when we weren’t Christians. Others have become 
followers of Jesus more recently. Think about the story of your encounter with Jesus, How did 
your life change when you encountered Christ as your Savior? 
 
 
 
Read John 4:1-42.  
2. The picture we see at the beginning of this passage (verses 1-15) has several things “wrong’ 
with it. They may not look odd to us, but we only understand the passage when we see how it 
would have looked at the time it was written. What in this story would have seemed strange, 
unconventional or just plain wrong to people living in Jesus’ time and culture?   
 
 
 
3. Why does Jesus invite such an unconventional interaction with the Samaritan woman?  How 
might following Jesus require us to behave in ways our culture find strange or disturbing?  
 
 
 
4. Why does the woman change the subject once Jesus demonstrates how much He knows 
about her personal life (verses 19-20)? How does Jesus respond to her excuses? What excuses 
or differences of opinion do people offer today for not seeking God?  
 
 
 
5. The way the passage ends is worth pondering deeply. Here is a woman who, a matter of an 
hour or so before, had been completely trapped in a life of immorality, as a social outcast. Now 
she had become the first evangelist to the Samaritan people. Before any of Jesus’ own followers 
could do it, she has told them that he is the Messiah. And then, as they have come to see Jesus 
for themselves, they have become convinced.  
 How is her response (verse 28-30) a model for every disciple?  
 How is her response different from that of Nicodemus in chapter 3? 
 When you look on the harvest waiting to be gathered, how do you feel?  Excited? 
Motivated? Overwhelmed? Scared? 
 
 
 
6. Jesus crossed cultural boundaries and religious taboos to take the light to Samaria. Where are 
there Samaria(s) for the church to reach today? What are the risks and costs for us in taking the 
news of Christ to “Samaritans”, especially those like this woman, with doubtful reputations?    


