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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 
 
Prayer:  “Father you are compassionate and forgiving.  Like the woman in this story, we stand amazed that 
you would have such mercy on us?  We thank you for your unconditional love.  We are not what we should 
be, but we thank you for your forgiveness and your salvation. Amen. 
 
1. When you were young, were you a rule breaker or a rule keeper?  Think back to a time when you were 
“caught” doing something wrong, yet were shown grace.  Share the details remembering the emotions you 
experienced?   
  
READ John 7:53-8:11 (imagine the sights, words, and emotions of the scene) 
2. This story (John 7:53-8:11) does not fit the flow of John’s Gospel and was not present in the earliest 
manuscripts of John’s Gospel. Why do you think that the early Christians felt it was important to preserve 
and incorporate this short story into the Gospel text?  
 
3. Does the inclusion of this story in the Bible (and other writings in the Bible that appear to be later 
additions to the original text, i.e. Mark 16:9-20) increase or decrease your confidence in the Bible as God’s 
authoritative word? Why or why not?  
 
4. Although the religious leaders bring this woman to Jesus claiming scriptural reasons (see Leviticus 20:10, 
Deuteronomy 22:22-24) the text makes clear that they have an ulterior motives (see John 8:6). How might 

this situation be a “trap” for Jesus? 
 
5. The Pharisees’ strong conviction to stone the woman as the method of execution (versus strangulation) 
suggests that she was not married but betrothed in marriage (see Deuteronomy 22:23-24). This would 
mean that she was no older than 12 or 13 at the time. The fact that she was “caught in the act” and the 
absence of her male counterpart suggests that she was entrapped in a “set-up” by the Pharisees’.  If this is 
the case, does this influence the way that you view this woman? What feelings/emotions do you imagine 
she was feeling in that moment? 
 
6. How was Jesus’ attitude toward the woman different from the crowd’s attitude toward the woman?   
  
7. There are many unanswered questions in this story.  From what you know of Jesus and your 
understanding of the story and scripture give your thoughts on the following questions.  Where is the man 
with whom the woman committed the adultery?  What does Jesus write in the dust? Why are the older men 
the first to leave?  What happens to the woman (Does she become a follower of Christ?  Does she "go and 

sin no more"?)? 
 
8. Why do you think we rank some sins as being far worse than others?  How are we sometimes like the 
Pharisees in our attitude towards sin and others?   
 
9. How is it possible to “go and sin no more”?  What’s the motivation?   
 
10. What does this passage reveal about God’s view of sin?  Does Jesus’ interaction with this sinful woman 
encourage you?  For what sinful attitudes or actions do you need to ask God’s forgiveness?   
 
11. The chapter begins with the religious leaders wanting to stone the woman and end with them wanting 
to stone Jesus.  How does Jesus in effect put himself in the firing line from which he rescued the woman?    


