


“In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for 
a little while you may have had to suffer grief in 
all kinds of trials. These have come so that the 
proven genuineness of your faith—of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

1 Peter 1:6-7 

Don’t Be Surprised!



“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death' or mourning or crying or pain, 

for the old order of things has passed away.”

Revelation 21:4

Don’t Be Surprised!



“In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

John 16:33

God is great.  Life is hard.  Hang on, because of 
Jesus, God is doing something incredible in you 

and through you and the best is yet to come.   

Don’t Be Surprised!



What  is the nature of suffering?

Don’t Be Surprised!

• Fire

• Your allegiances 
• Who or what you ultimately trust in 

What does suffering reveal? 

A fiery trial is any situation                            
where obedience and faith will cost          

you something very dear  



What does suffering provide?

Don’t Be Surprised!

• A reminder of our unity with Christ

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”

2 Corinthians 5:21 



What does suffering provide?

Don’t Be Surprised!

• A reminder of our unity with Christ

“God weeps with us
so that we may someday laugh with him.”

Jürgen Moltmann



What does suffering provide?

Don’t Be Surprised!

• A reminder of our unity with Christ

When you go to Jesus and say I am hurting, 
He says, “I know what you mean.”



What does suffering provide?

Don’t Be Surprised!

• A reminder of our unity with Christ

“God isn't at work producing the circumstances 
I want. God is at work in bad circumstances to 

produce the me he wants.”

John Ortberg

• A chance to grow in faith



What does suffering provide?

Don’t Be Surprised!

• A reminder of our unity with Christ

• An opportunity to commit to God  

• A chance to grow in faith



“For this reason I also suffer these things; 
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I 
have believed and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 

the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

2 Timothy 1:12-14, 4:6-8



“One ounce of sin can harm us more 
than ten tons of suffering, 

because sin ruins our soul, 
while suffering (if handled well) only makes us more 

Christ-like and joyful. 

So Jesus is essentially saying, “I won’t keep you 
from suffering, but I’ll keep you in suffering so you 

can triumph over it.”

Charles Spurgeon 





1 Peter 4:12-19
12-13 Friends, when life gets really difficult, don’t jump to the 
conclusion that God isn’t on the job. Instead, be glad that 

you are in the very thick of what Christ experienced. 
This is a spiritual refining process, 
with glory just around the corner.

14-16 If you’re abused because of Christ, count yourself 
fortunate. It’s the Spirit of God and his glory in you that 

brought you to the notice of others. If they’re on you 
because you broke the law or disturbed the peace, that’s a 
different matter. But if it’s because you’re a Christian, don’t 

give it a second thought. Be proud of the distinguished 
status reflected in that name!



1 Peter 4:12-19

17-19 It’s judgment time for God’s own family. We’re first in 
line. If it starts with us, think what it’s going to be like for 

those who refuse God’s Message!
If good people barely make it, 
What’s in store for the bad?

So if you find life difficult because you’re doing what God 
said, take it in stride. Trust him. He knows what he’s doing, 

and he’ll keep on doing it.

The Message (MSG)

http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
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