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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
Q: Who is someone that you think of as a great leader? 
Q: What characteristics/traits do you associate with a great leader? 
 
Read 1 Peter 5:1-7. 
The “elders” that Peter addresses are not simply “older people” but those within the church community that 
are involved in the leadership and oversight of the community.  
Q: Do you think that the church should have a formalized structure of leadership? Why or why not? 
Q: What potential benefits or dangers do you see in having a formal leadership structure in the church? 
 
Q: In verse 2, Peter encourages the elders to “be shepherds of God’s flock.” Why do you think Peter uses 
the image of a the shepherd to describe the way in which the elders should relate to their church 
community? 
Q: What qualities of a shepherd make for a good leader? 
Q: Describe an experience where you felt like someone in authority was “shepherding” you?  
Q: Do you think that a “shepherding” quality is necessary or beneficial for all people in leadership? Are their 
certain leadership roles where a shepherding quality is a hindrance or unhelpful? 
 
People are motivated to become leaders for all sorts of different reasons: power, control, greed or the 
prestige that comes with a leadership position. Still others are motivated by a particular cause or passion. In 
verses 2-4, Peter describes what the internal motivational life of an elder should be.  
Q: What should be a chief motivation of a Christian leader within the church? 
Q: Do you think that this same motivation should be paramount for leaders (who are Christians) who are 
leading in institutions/business/organizations outside of the church? 
 
Peter calls the entire church community (both those in leadership and those who are not) to “clothe 
[themselves] in humility towards one another” (verse 5). Humility is “that way of thinking, feeling, and 
acting associated with the lowly” (Joel B. Green, 1 Peter, 170) and is expressed as “a servant’s attitude 
towards others” (Peter H. Davids, The First Epistle of Peter, 185). 
Q: Do you think there is a difference between “humility” and “having a poor view of yourself”? What is the 
difference? 
 
Humility was viewed with disdain by the majority of the Roman and Jewish world during the time of this 
letter; yet the first Christians, not only embraced humility as a Christian virtue, they celebrated it!  
Q: What caused Christians to split from the opinions of their surrounding culture and celebrate "humility"? 
(here's a hint: Jesus) 
Q: Do you think that humility is still celebrated as a virtue in the church today?  
Q: What are ways in your own life or in our church where we need to “clothe ourselves in humility towards 
one another”? 
 
Take time to pray for the staff, elders, deacons and other people within our church who serve in leadership 
roles. Pray that God would give them wisdom and humility and that they would be motivated, not by 
selfishness or fear but, by the “unfading crown of glory” that we will all receive when the Chief Shepherd 
appears. 
 


